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   Bourton-on-the-Water Parish Council Notes 

The DEADLINE for Adverts & Articles for the September edition is Noon on 15th August 

DIARY DATES 

Baptist Church Hall = BCH 
British Legion Hall = BLH 

Cricket Club Pavilion = CCP 
George Moore Community Centre=  GMCC 

Jubilee Lodge = JL Market Close = MC 
North Cotswold Sale Room= NCS 

St Lawrence Church = StLC 
Victoria Hall = VH Willoughby Place = WP 

Notes from the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd July 2025 
Coach Parking, pick-up and drop-off:  County Councillor Paul 
Hodgkinson updated that the Meadow Way drop-off and pick-up 
was still not in place as GCC Highways were waiting for SSE to 
move a cable so the required signage could be put into place.  This 
will enable the Experimental Traffic Regulation Order (ETRO) to be 

enforceable.  Another four-week wait was anticipated.  The coach bay road markings 
were already in place but not being used by coaches so it was agreed that the Parish 
Council would write to Pulhams Coaches and Bourton Business Network to ask them to 
communicate to coach companies that the bay is available for use.   
The six-month trial ETRO was originally planned for Easter 2025 but will not now start 
until August at the earliest. Cllr Hodgkinson will recommend to GCC Highways that the 
trial covers Spring 2026 to ensure that it can be properly assessed. 
The proposed longer-term solution at the Cotswold School is currently not an option as 
funding is unavailable for their 3g sports pitch so the project cannot be progressed at 
present.   
Co-Option of a new councillor:  We are hoping to co-opt a new Parish Councillor at our 
3rd September meeting – see separate advertisement for further details.  Please contact 
the Parish Clerk if you would like to apply.  The deadline for completed applications is 
Wednesday 27th August.  
VJ Day Commemoration Friday 15th August:  Please join us on the Village Green from 
9pm for a short ceremony, including the lighting of the beacon at 9.15pm, to com-
memorate the 80th Anniversary of Victory over Japan, the final end of the Second World 
War. 
Live streaming and recording of meetings:  The Parish Council agreed in principle to 
purchase suitable equipment to enable live streaming of future meetings to encourage 
attendance by a wider audience.  This facility will be advertised when available. 
Parish Council Strategic Plan:  A draft document was approved and will be the subject 
of a public consultation.  Details to be advertised in the future. 
It was agreed to send a request to Cotswold District Council to extend car parking 
charges at the Rissington Road car park after 6pm to maximise Tourist Levy income.  In 
addition, to keep the Church Room public toilets open after 6pm.   
Thames Water work to the pumping station and sewage treatment plant on the 
Rissington Road will not now be completed until the third quarter of 2026 due to bad 
weather hampering work last year.   
County Councillor Paul Hodgkinson’s report included the following: 
The Liberal Democrats have taken control of the County Council and Cllr Hodgkinson is 
now on the Cabinet for public health, communities 
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1st Caravan & Motorhome Club Con-
cert Band, StLC, 7pm, free. 

2nd Panto Group Fete & Duck Races, 
The Green, 10am-4pm. See p. 13. 

2nd Caravan & Motorhome Club Con-
cert Band, free, Hawkstone Brew-
ery, GL54 2HN. 3-5pm. 

3rd Caravan & Motorhome Club Con-
cert Band, free, The Green, 1.30-
3.30pm.  

4th FREE entry, Locals Only Evening at 
the Model Village, 6-7pm, 10% off 
meals, The Old New Inn, Rissing-
ton Rd.  01451 820467, or email     

 enquiries@theoldnewinn.co.uk   
4th & 18th Mindsong, Sing 2 Remember 

GMCC, 10.30am & 2.30pm.  07764 
212506 or 01451 821216. 

5th Great Rissington Fete, VH, 9.30am 
- 4.30pm. 

6th Sight Loss Advice Hub, GMCC, 
drop in 1-2pm, join social group 2-
4pm.  Call 01242 221170, or email  
info@insight-glos.org.uk   

8th & 22nd Dementia Friendly Cafe, StLC, 
2-4pm, 07746 672726.   See p. 15. 

9th & 10th Gift Fair, VH, 10am-5pm. All 
welcome. 

11th Probus, 10am, GMCC. "AI" by John 
Handy .  See page 19. 

12th WI,  Garden Party, members only.    
See page 17. 

13th Irene’s Charity Knitting Circle, WP, 
10am-12pm.  See page 5. 

13th u3a Scrabble, GMCC.  2-4pm.  
7341 094206. peterdaw-
son790@icloud.com    

13th Horticultural Club. No meeting this 
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month, member’s only garden 
party.  See page 13. 

13th & 27th Bourton Community Day 
Club, 10.30am - 2.30pm, MC, GL54 
2HE.   01608 652019.  

15th 80th Anniversary of VJ Day.  Light-
ing of Village Beacon 9pm, The 
Green.  All Welcome. See page 20. 

16th Tayler & Fletcher, Fine Art, Vintage 
& Interiors auction, from 9.30am, 
NCS, GL54 2AR.  821666. 

21st Probus Summer Lunch, 12 noon, 
Sherborne Arms, Aldsworth. P. 19. 

24th Live Music Night, Old New Inn, 
Rissington Rd, 7pm.  See page 3. 

25th Probus, 10am, GMCC, Talk by a 
member.  See page 19. 

25th Bourton Rovers Football Club, 
Football in the River & Duck Rac-
ing, 11am-2pm.  

27th u3a, BLH, 10am-12noon, Peter 
Ashbuner “Flog It”.  See page  6. 

  www.bourton.u3asite.uk  
27th Board Games Night, The Old New 

Inn, Rissington Rd.  Bring your 
games & opponents!  We supply 
tables & snacks.  Book a table or 
just turn up.   01451 820467, or      

 enquiries@theoldnewinn.co.uk   
28th Book Club Bourton Book Club 

meeting, 7pm. The Old New Inn.   
dpayne056@hotmail.co.uk 

29th Fish & Chip Supper & Quiz, Jubilee 
Lodge, booking essential,  01451 
823100 to reserve your place.   

31st Farmers Market, BLH Car Park, 
GL54 2AR. 8.30am-12.30pm 07980 
080073. 

31st Sunflowers Suicide Support Car 
Boot Sale, Manor Field, Station Rd, 
10am-3pm. 

Articles: We welcome articles, letters, 
poems, etc (maximum 300 words) & 
photographs, from adults, children and 
local community groups on any subjects 
of local interest.   
Corrections: We apologise for two er-
rors in email addresses in the July edi-
tion.   
‘George and Mildred’ article, re the late 
Bourton Geese, Keith Steer’s email ad-
dress is: ksteer1@btinternet.com    
‘An Organised Voice for Bourton Resi-
dents’ article, re setting up a residents’ 
organisation, Jon Wareing’s email ad-
dress is bourtoncan@gmail.com  
Bourton On-line Village 
Diary: To see what’s go-
ing on in Bourton for this, 
and future months, use 
the QR code or go to our 
website below.  
If you are planning a Bourton based 
event, email the details to: 
team@bourtonbrowser.co.uk  We will 
add them to the on-line village diary and 
include them in the “Diary Dates” col-
umn in the relevant month’s Browser. 
Events welcome for dates throughout 
2025.   
The on-line diary is a useful tool that can 
prevent major events clashing, so check 
it before scheduling your event!   
Remember we can only put events in if 
you tell us about them! 

team@bourtonbrowser.co.uk  
www.bourtonbrowser.co.uk 

The Bourton Browser Team 

Bourton Browser   
Team News 

Continued from page 1 column 1  Regular Weekly Bourton Events  
Mon. “Old Sweats” Meeting, BLH, 

10am—12 Noon, 07714 852364 
bourton.secretary@rbl.community 

Mon, Wed & Fri, Bourton Men in Sheds, 
9.30am-12.30pm, Behind RBL, 
Keith     01451 831886. 

Mon. & Thurs. Stay Strong & Steady,   
BLH, 1-2.30pm.  07957 546067 
cotswoldactivehealth@gmail.com  
See advert on page 3. 

Mon. & Fri. Cotswold Yoga, VH, Mon 10-
11am, Fri 5-6pm, 07490858775.   

Tue. Drop in Digital Help Group, GMCC, 
10.30am-12.30pm.  07707 281803.    

Tues. “Together on Tuesdays”, soup 
lunch, StLc, 12-2pm.   NB no meet-
ings during August, restarting on 
2nd September. 

Thurs. Flexercise, BLH, 10-11am. 01993 
882350  kathy.kirk@live.com   
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Continued from page 1 column 2  

(including libraries) and fire services.   
The Furrows estate highways and lighting has been formally 
adopted by GCC Highways so any issues should be reported on 
www.fixmystreet.com. 
Water running down the road at Bourton Hill (The Steeps) has 
been causing some damage to the road surface.  GCC Highways 
are liaising with a local landowner to get the matter rectified.   
The 2012 Traffic Regulation Order banning coaches from the 
village centre can only be enforced by the Police and not the 
parking wardens, who can only ticket illegal parking on double 
yellow lines.   
The Parish Council are reviewing issues with the parking war-
den’s work schedule and will send a list to Cllr Hodgkinson for 
review with GCC Highways Parking. 
There has been some missed emptying of bins on the Village 
Green due to CDC’s contractor being short staffed.  Residents 
should report missed collections via CDC’s website, see link 
https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/bins-and-recycling/report-a-
missed-bin-collection/ . 
The Library continues to be very popular and requires addi-
tional space. 
District Councillor Len Wilkins (Bourton Vale) reported on 
district council matters, including: 
Council Leader Joe Harris resigned as leader of Cotswold Dis-
trict Council and his deputy Councillor Mike Evemy was elected 
as his successor.  Cllr Evemy formally took over as council 
leader at the Annual Council Meeting on 21st May. 
The 4th June Town & Parish Council Summit on local govern-
ment reorganisation highlighted that the role of town and par-
ish councils was set to become even more important in meet-
ing the needs of local people. 
Updates to the National Planning Policy Framework have ren-
dered CDC’s Cotswold Local Plan ‘out of date’, meaning the 
Local Plan will require a full or partial update. 
Have your say on local services: The 
government plans to reshape Glouces-
tershire’s current structure replacing 
one county and six district councils with 
unitary authorities. Your feedback is 
crucial to show what matters most to 
residents, how well services are work-
ing, and how to make the new system 
run smoothly. Use the adjacent QR code 
to complete the survey or visit https://
haveyoursaygloucestershire.uk.engagementhq.com/. Consulta-
tion deadline is 9th August 2025.  
Police:  Acting Inspector Philippa Moore’s report highlighted 

some incidents of car theft and recommended the use of Fara-
day pouches to protect keyless ignition fobs, as a preventive 
measure.  The use of fraudulent £20 notes is a big problem, 
and a money scanner is recommended where possible. 
LinkedIn: The Parish Council is growing its online presence! 
You can now follow us on LinkedIn to stay connected with your 
local community! https://www.linkedin.com/company/
bourton-on-the-water-parish-council 
Date of next meeting:  7pm on Wednesday 3rd September in 
the Windrush Room at the George Moore Community Centre.  
There will be no monthly Parish Council meeting in August as 
we have changed our meetings schedule on a trial basis.   
The up to date schedule of meetings can be found on our web-
site at https://www.bourtononthewater-pc.gov.uk/the-
council/meeting-calendar/  
For further details and enquiries, please contact the Parish 
Council  Clerk Sharon Henley by email ing 
clerk@bourtononthewater-pc.gov.uk or by phoning 01451 
820712.  You can visit the Parish Council website at 
www.bourtononthewater-pc.gov.uk .   

Bourton-on-the-Water Parish Council 
Vacancy for a Parish Councillor 

Do you want to make a difference in your community? 
Turn your ideas into actions?  Improve your local area? 

If yes, then why not become a Parish Councillor? 
We currently have one vacancy for a Parish Councillor follow-
ing the resignation of Cllr Wareing.   
We invite applications for co-option to the Parish Council for 
the remainder of the 4-year term until May 2027.  The co-
option will take place at our Parish Council meeting at 7pm on 
Wednesday 3rd September 2025.  Applications are invited by 
the deadline of close of business on Wednesday 27th August 
2025. 
To stand for the Parish Council you must: 

 Be a UK, European Union or Commonwealth Citizen 
 Be at least 18 years old 
 Be an elector of the Parish Council, or at least in the past 12 

months have occupied land or other premises in the area 
the Parish Council serves (as owner or tenant); or work or 
live in the area the Parish Council serves, or no farther than 
3 miles from the Parish Council boundary. 

Please contact Sharon Henley, Parish Clerk, if you would like to 
find out more or make an application.  Application forms must 
be received by the Parish Clerk by the 27th August deadline 
please.  Email clerk@bourtononthewater-pc.gov.uk or phone 
01451 820712. 
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FOR  SALE / WANTED ITEMS 

To advertise items such as Household items, Toys, Garden Equipment etc, 
complete the contact form on the “Get in Touch” tab.  The advert should 
be no more than 15 words.  It must be received  before 12 noon on the 
15th of the month.  No commercial adverts accepted for this section.   

OUT AND ABOUT in August 

Mondays - Yoga for All, 9.30-10.30am, Pilates 10.35-11.30am, 
Wyck Rissington Village Hall. 07950 424037 Enquiries: 
franyoga@rocketmail.com  

Daily, Join the Big Batsford Hedgehog Hunt! Find the hedge-
hogs hidden around Batsford Arboretum to win a prize! £3 
per child, plus admission fees. www.batsarb.co.uk 

1st-3rd Gloucestershire Vintage & Country Extravaganza,  South 
Cerney,GL7 5QD.  Nostalgic celebration of transport & 
countryside  Live music, retro fashion shows, free dance 
lessons, interactive vintage entertainment, charity dog 
show, falconry demos, rare breeds & rural skills.  
www.glosvintageextravaganza.ticketsrv.co. 

1st-3rd Guiting Music Festival, Guiting Power. Details & tickets 
from: www.guitingfestival.org 

4th-31st Summer of Play the Roman Way, Chedworth Roman 
Villa (National Trust), Yanworth, Chedworth, GL54 3LJ.  
10am-4.30pm.  www.nationaltrust.org.uk     

9th The Village Market, Great Rissington Club, 10am-noon.   
Stalls, Bacon Baps, tea and coffee.  Look forward to seeing  
you. Jackie Palmer, 01451 822285. 

9th Family Fun Day, The Slaughters Country Inn, Lower 
Slaughter, GL54 2HS. 12 noon-5pm. Food,  Bouncy castle, 
face painting, under-fives play area.  Adults £20, Kids £10. 
www.theslaughtersinn.co.uk 

9th-21st Crafting Activities for Children at Winchcombe Station.  
Free activities with a train ticket.  10am-3.30pm.  01242 
6 2 1 4 0 5 .  w w w . g w sr . c o m / e v e n t s / g o - w i l d - a t -
winchcombe---free-childrens-craft-activities-2025 

10th Macbeth, open air Theatre, Sudeley Castle, Winchcombe, 
GL54 5LP.  7pm.  www.sudeleycastle.co.uk/events/
outdoor-theatre-twelfth-night 

15th-17th Circus on the Farm, Cotswolds Farm Park, Guiting 
Power,  GL54 5FL . www.cotswoldfarmpark.co.uk 

16th Family Fun Fete, Minster Mill, Minster Lovell, OX29 0RN.  
12noon-4.30pm. Traditional rural fete, games, stalls, 
cakes, tombola, birds of prey, crafts. 
www.minstermill.co.uk/ 

16th-17th The Big Bark, a doggy festival!  Cirencester Park, GL7 
1UR. 10am-5pm.  Lots of activities for your dogs , shop-
ping, food, advice.  www.adoggydayout.co.uk/big-bark-at-
bathurst-estate/ 

17th Models & Collections, Combe Mill (in steam), Blenheim 
Palace Sawmills, Combe, OX29 8ET.  Tea room.   Dogs wel-
come.  Adults £9, Seniors £7.50  Children FREE.  

 combemill.org  See page 14. 
23rd Teddy Bear’s Picnic Family Day, Winnie the Pooh Theme, 

Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum (SOFO), Park 
Street, Woodstock, OX20 1SN.  12noon-4pm.  Café, Picnic, 
outdoor activities & talk by bee keepers.  
www.sofo.org.uk/ 

25th ‘The Rivals’, Open Air Comedy Theatre, Naunton Dove-
Cote, GL54 3AS.  Gates open 2pm, bring picnic & seating.  
Show starts 3pm, Adults £16, Children £8.  07887 553571, 
03306600541.  www.bit.ly/Rivals-Dovecote  See page 16. 

27th-31st Salon Prive,  Blenheim Palace, Woodstock, OX20 1UL.  
Luxury Car Show, 9am–10pm.  Daily events, details: 
www.salonpriveconcours.com 

30th-31st Cirencester Continental Market, GL7 2PP.  10am-5pm 
Sat. 10am-4pm Sun. 

Irene’s Charity  Knitting Circle 
 We meet on the second Wednesday of each month from 
10.00am until 12.00pm at Willoughby Place, Station Road, 
Bourton-on the-Water, (opposite the Co-op Filling Station). 
Why not join us or just pop in with your knitting? Enjoy coffee/
tea with biscuits. Everything we receive will be donated to wor-
thy causes.   Please note, there is no parking available at Wil-
loughby Place, however we are happy to collect anyone who 
needs a lift within Bourton. Just give us a call.  For further de-
tails, call either:  

Irene or Peter on: 01451 824175 or 07764 699594 

For Sale 
PondoMatic Pond Vacuum, 

cost approx. £140 new, used 
once.       £20.  01451 822258 

or 07736572212   

Wanted 
Wooden Coat Hangers, with 
one bar.  Suitable to cover 

with fabric. 
01451 822365  

  For Sale  MobilityPlus+ 
Upright Rollator. Lightweight 
walking frame with forearm 
support, adjustable handles, 
handbrakes & backrest. Like 
new.   £50.   07809 290669. 

For Sale   
2 Bedroom Khyam Tent, with 
living space.  Ground Sheet.  

Kitchen Unit.  2 Sleeping 
Bags.  £135.  01451 810429. 

All FREE for Collection only 
Sharp 32” TV (remote needed), TV Cabinet, DVD player, 

Zanussi Tumble Dryer, Medium sized Fridge. 
01451 821799  or 07854 579209 
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 McTimoney  Practitioner est. 1999 
 Dry Needling / Low Level Laser 
 Also Equine / Canine McTimoney 
 Registered with The Association for McTimoney 

Practitioners  
Tina Hamer, mp, mamp  
Gentle and effective treatment for a variety of conditions 

IN PAIN??? 
TRY “THE BACK WOMAN” AT BOURTON! 

37 Roman Way, Bourton-on-the-Water, GL54 2EW 
Tel: 01451 542016 / 07884 312559 
Email:   tina.hamer@sky.com           www bourtonmctimoney.co.uk 

Greystones 10K Attracts 122  
Enthusiastic Runners to Stunning 

Cotswold's Countryside 

Our annual Greystones 10K Run, took place on Sunday 22nd 
June under sunny skies, as 122 runners laced up their shoes 
and took to the picturesque trails of the Cotswold's country-
side. The event, known for its community spirit and different 
terrains, once again delivered a memorable experience for all 
participants. 
Starting and finishing at Greystones Farm, Bourton-on-the-
Water, the route wound its way along trails, open fields, and 
quiet country lanes. The event perfectly captured the charm 
and tranquillity of rural Gloucestershire. 
From seasoned athletes to novices, participants praised the 
friendly atmosphere and well-organized nature of the event. 
The well-marshaled event meant the course was clearly di-
rected and supported. 
Comments from entrants included: 
 “It was such a lovely course, and the organisation and 

friendly nature of the event made for a great day.” 
 “This is what running is all about being part of the commu-

nity and the cost is so reasonable” 
 I’ll definitely be back next year.” 
The fastest male finisher was Peter Carrick of Bourton Road 
Runners, who completed the course in a time of 40 minutes 
and 10 seconds. The top female runner, Sophie Wadsworth, 
who is not with a club, crossed the finish line in 42 minutes 
and 14 seconds. 
Refreshments were provided in the café at the farm provided 
by the Ladies Rotary Group. 
The organising team expressed their gratitude to everyone 
involved. “It’s been a fantastic day. The weather held up, the 

An Organised Voice for  
Bourton-on-the-Water Residents 

First of all, a big thank you to residents who have been in touch 
so far to offer active input as well as those offering words of 
encouragement and support. 
Some of the stories you have shared with me are deeply con-
cerning. It’s disheartening that some of you are considering 
leaving Bourton because you’ve had enough of over-tourism 
and “living under siege”. Some of you have also shared appall-
ing experiences of threats and abuse from visitors. 

Pause a moment. Shouldn’t there be outrage that local people 
are feeling driven from their homes by the negative conse-
quences of over-tourism?  

Why are the majority of local Councillors unwilling to acknowl-
edge over-tourism as a problem in Bourton?  

When did tourism become this untouchable industry, free of 
sanction or regulation on numbers, acting with impunity to 
degrade our social, economic and natural environment for 
profit? When did it become ok to intimidate and shout people 
down if they voice their legitimate concerns about the negative 
impact over-tourism is having? And finally, why should people 
have to tolerate the shameful and heartless response from 
some quarters that if you don’t like Bourton as it is today, you 
should move out. Addressing questions like these are a big part 
of the reason residents need a forum in which to be heard.  

Please continue to get in touch at bourtoncan@gmail.com. I 
hope to provide more concrete news about the next steps in 
the next issue of the Browser. 

And for those of us fortunate to be visiting as guests of other 
communities this Summer, either here in the UK or abroad, 
let’s try to be respectful and responsible guests! 

Jon Wareing, District Councillor,  

Bourton Village Ward 

 

turnout was excellent, and the feedback has been overwhelm-
ingly positive. We’re proud to host an event that brings people 
together.” 
Our thanks go to Brio, our main sponsor, the Bourton Co-op and 
Tesco in Stow for the water and Bourton Road Runners for the 
loan of signs and kilometre markers. 

John Barber 
PS, If you are reading this early enough, 

don’t forget our Duck Race and Tombola, 
26th July, 10am-4pm, The Green.  
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Probably the largest club in Bourton  
Now over 280 members !! 

If you have ceased working full time or raising a family and are 
interested in any of the following, why don't you look us up? 

We neither require or give any qualifications 
(Groups underlined are recently formed New Groups) 

Archaeology          Ballroom Dancing          Reading Books 
Playing Bridge                Country Dancing 

Chatting & Drinking Coffee          Watching Interesting Films 
French Conversation        Table Tennis        Indoor Curling 

History                    Mahjong         Mexican Trains!! 
Nature walks and Talks      Photography     Reading Plays 

Reading and Writing Poetry              Quizzes 
Playing the Recorder or Ukelele 

Playing Scrabble          Playing Skittles (in a pub!!) 
Country Walking       Eating Sunday Lunch!       

Walking Basketball        Short Discovery walks   
 Watercolour Painting 

Group meetings are held throughout the area in Moreton in 
Marsh, Stow on the Wold, Bourton-on-the-Water,  

Longborough and The Rissingtons 
Our Next monthly meeting is on Wednesday 27th August, 
10am-12 Noon at the British Legion Hall, Bourton-on-the-

Water, with Peter Ashburner talking  about “Flog It”. 
or more details on all these topics, please go to: 

www.bourton.u3asite.uk 

Calling all retired or semi-retired citizens of Bourton area (we 
have a very relaxed definition of what comprises semi-
retirement). I have 2 exciting new activity groups to tell you 
about. 
The first is our Watercolour Art Group, led by experienced 
local artist, Judy Harden. They meet between 16.00 and 18.00 
on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month, at The George 
Moore Community Centre, in Bourton. Some of our budding 

artists have revealed hitherto unknown talent! 
Contact Judy at judyannharden@gmail.com 

The second is our Walking Basketball Group who meet on The 
Naight (behind the British Legion in Bourton) at 10.00 on the 
2nd and 4th Mondays of the month. Our Coach and mentor is 
former PE teacher and Basketball Coach, Nick Adamson. I’m 
not sure Nick would say the same about unknown talent, but 
we are getting a bit better! We do have a bad weather location 
as well. All abilities and ladies or gents welcome at either 
group. 
For Basketball contact organiser Mark Payne at 
markhdpayne@icloud.com 

We look forward to seeing you there!     Rob Gorton  
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QUAKERS  
The Religious Society of Friends 

Every Sunday 11am  
at  The Friends Meeting House,  

Pytt Lane, Burford 
Enquiries welcome Myra Ford 

01451 810484.   
To request a free info pack,  

email: outreach@quaker.org.uk 

Message from the Church 

 The Benefice of Bourton with Clapton &  
 The Rissingtons 
 For Pews News with information about all 
 services in the Benefice: 

www.bourtonparishchurch.co.uk  
Email: admin@bourtonparishchurch.co.uk 

All welcome on Sundays - 11am service every week 
Other regular services: 6pm - Holy Communion with hymns –3rd Aug 

8am Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion – 10th and 24th Aug 
BumbleBeez (parent and child group) every Thursday 9-11am –  

still on over summer! 
Things on summer break during August - back in September - 

Together on Tuesdays restarts on 2nd Sept  
Wednesday Communion at 10am - back on 3rd Sept 

 Breakfast Church back on 13th Sept 
St James, Clapton-on-the-Hill@ 9.30am:3rd Aug – Morning Worship  

and 17th BCP Holy Communion 

Over the years we have consistently 
heard how the church of Jesus Christ in 
the UK is in decline, that churches are 
empty and less people are coming to 
faith. We once called ourselves a Chris-
tian nation and our values were based on 
the bible yet somewhere along the way 
our hearts moved away from the one 
who came to show us God. Terrible 
things have been done in the name of 
Christianity that have not reflected its 
message and the truth of the gospel, the 
good news of Christ has been lost. 
There is no doubt that the world is in a 
mess. Apart from all the global issues of 
wars and famines and natural disasters 
we have crises in mental health, loneli-
ness, health issues but also a loss of 
hope. Depression and anxiety are often 
the order of the day. The bible gives us 
answers to all these things. It tells us all 

Roman Catholic Parish of 
Our Lady & St. Kenelm,  

Stow on the Wold 
stow-bourtoncatholic.net 

Fr. Stephen Lambert 07836 384932 
Email:  

stephen.lambert@cliftondiocese.com 
Weekend Masses: Sat. evening: Vigil 
Mass 6 pm.  Sun. morning:  9 am Sung 
Mass. 
Weekday Masses: At 9 am every day (No 
Mass Sat. mornings). Mass on Tues. takes 
place at St. Lawrence’s at 9 am. 
The priest welcomes all enquiries about 
the Christian faith, Baptisms, Confirma-
tions, Weddings, Funerals, the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation, Blessing of houses, etc.  
Special Masses: Friday 15th August. So-
lemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. Solemn Sung Mass 6 pm 
followed by a wine reception. 
Young children: Every Sunday there is a 
special facility for young children from 3 
years old upwards at all Sunday 9 am 
Masses. During the first part of the Mass, 
they have some simple teaching about 
the Gospel of the day and then they cre-
ate or paint something to show the con-
gregation what they have learnt. Non 
Catholics are very welcome. Phone or 
email Fr. Stephen for more information. 

Fr. Stephen 

The Water Church/Bourton Baptist Church  
 Minister: Rev Sue Woodley 
 Manse: 01451 820055  Mobile: 07828 781246 
 Church Office: 01451 824225 
 E-mail: minister@bourtonbaptist.co.uk 

Sunday Morning Service 10.30am All Welcome 
Wavemakers Children's Ministry 
Communion Sunday 10.30 am 
Cafe' Tots Closed for the summer. Back Wednesday 3rd September 
Lots of lovely toys, craft and refreshments. All Welcome 
Open4U  Open every Thursday from 10.00 am until 4.00 pm in the Church Hall. 
A light lunch is served at 12.30 pm and refreshments are available through the day. 
Everyone is welcome. 
See our website for this month's diary and more details of all our activities 
http://www.bourtonbaptist.co.uk 

the things that are going to happen 
good and bad but in the midst of it all 
we have a Father in Heaven who sent 
Jesus to redeem us and his Holy Spirit 
to live in us so that we can have a deep 
inner life and strength as we develop a 
relationship with God. 
Despite negativity around church and 
faith the Bible Society has recently re-
ported that there is a quiet revival in 
the UK. The decline in church atten-
dance and people coming to faith in 
Jesus has stopped. There are now over 
two million more people attending 
church than there were six years ago 
across all generations, but the largest 
increase has been in Gen Z (those born 
between 1997 and 2012). May this 
revival continue to grow, and more 
people come to know and find faith in 

Jesus.   Rev. Sue Woodley 
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For The Younger Generations 

A Message from the Headteacher 
As ever, this term has been a whirlwind of activity and achieve-
ment. Alongside end-of-year exams and our fantastic Cadence 
Festival, students and staff enjoyed an unforgettable Enrich-
ment Week with trips to the WWI Battlefields, Iceland, the 
Rhineland, Paris, Oxford, Silverstone and more - including a 
successful Gold Duke of Edinburgh expedition. 

Those who remained on-site embraced a vibrant programme 
of creativity, cookery, and sport - truly something for every-
one. We’re also hugely grateful to the many local employers, 
especially in Bourton, who hosted our Year 10 and Year 12 
students for work experience. These opportunities are invalu-
able in helping our students explore future career paths and 
develop essential life skills. 

Cadence Festival 
Families, students and staff enjoyed a celebration of music, art, 
crafts, dance, design and technology, circus skills, student-led 
stalls, and much more at our Cadence Festival. It was a lovely 
evening showcasing the wonderful talents we have at The 
Cotswold School.  

Thank You to Our PTA 
A huge thank you to the PTA for their ongoing support, includ-
ing our recent car boot sale - kindly sponsored by Harrison 
Hardie - which was a great success. We’re so grateful to our 
volunteers and wider school community for their involvement 
throughout the year. 

Looking Ahead 
We’re excited to welcome prospective families to our Open 
Mornings on Tuesday 16th and Wednesday 24th September, 
and to our Open Evening on Thursday 2nd October. Details can 
be found at www.cotswold.gloucs.sch.uk 

Our Sixth Form Open Evening will be held in November - look 
out for more details in the autumn term. 

Old Cotswoldians 
Former students - stay in touch! Join our alumni network at 
www.cotswold.gloucs.sch.uk/old-cotswoldians 

To those joining us in September, whether in Year 7 or Year 12 
- we can’t wait to welcome you. 

Wishing you all a happy and restful summer. 

Will Morgan 
Headteacher  

www.cotswold.gloucs.sch.uk/latest-news 

Bourton Primary Academy 
What an amazing end to the school year we have had at Bour-
ton Primary. We have rounded off the year with an amazing 
day at the area athletics finals, bringing home an incredible 62 
medals and smashing some records for sprinting. We had 
sports day which started with a whole school dance and Phoe-
nix won for the 3rd year in a row.  We had a fantastic day at The 
Cotswold Farm Park, a special thank you to FOBS and all of 
their generous supporters for subsidising this day and making it 
possible for the whole school to go. Our wonderful choir sang 
at The Cadence Festival and amazed us with their confidence 
to sing in front of parents, peers and pupils from The Cotswold 
School. 
It is always a sad time of year when our Year 6 children leave, 
but we are confident that we have prepared them ready to 
continue their journey into secondary school. We wish them all 
well and hope they enjoy the challenges and rewards that 
come with moving through the year groups. They have been an 
amazing group of children to teach and we are very proud of 
who they have all become. 
We have been very grateful to all members of our school com-
munity who have helped us over the last year, from all staff, 
governors, members of FOBS and to the many people who vol-
unteer their time to listen to so many children at school read. 
We would also like to thank all of our parents for their contin-
ued support this year and we hope you all have a peaceful and 
relaxed summer. 

By Tori Gainford,  
Deputy Headteacher 
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 Local Groups and Organisations  for the  YOUNGER  GENERATION 

Beavers    Stephanie Lewis  07308 144397 
    1stbourtonbeavers@gmail.com 
Bourton Gymnastics   Tom Eden  01451 870778 
    Bourtongymnastics.co.uk 
Bourton Primary School     820458 
Bourton Road Runners Juniors  Chris Hartley/Richard  Buffton  0772 0509894 
    brrjuniors@gmail.com 
Bourton Rovers Youth (U10 Upwards) -  Catherine Williams   07889 694545 
Bourton Rovers Youth (U9 & below) -  Amy Wright   07876 458571  
Bourton Vale Cricket Club  Lucy Gillespie   07949 227128 
    craiglucygillespie@yahoo.com 
B’n Vale Equestrian Centre   Leanne Launchbury   821101 
Bourton Vale Tennis Club  Kingsley Harris    07879 644218  
    www.bourtontennisclub.org 
Bumblebeez  babies & pre-school tots   Pat Taylor   07518 457652 

Cafe Tots      Sue Woodley    07828 781246 
Children’s Jujitsu   Andy or Hayley  07951 587398 
Cubs    Nick Hawke  07788 406728  
    1stbourtoncubs@gmail.com 
Hockey    Rhys Davies  07817 108970 
Little Hurricanes (Babies & Toddlers) littlehurricanes@hotmail.com 
Pre-School   Lisa Sorley  07950 048066 
Scouts    Phil   1stbourtonscouts@gmail.com 
Squirrels    Emily                   1stbourtonsquirrels@gmail.com 
4Shires Swimming   Jo Shaw   membership@4ssc.uk.uk 
Taekwon-do    Lee Chapman   01285 640500 
The Cotswold School     820554  
Youth Club   Lynda Hicks  07867 121122 
Youth Theatre   Sarah Dowie     sarah@cotswold youththeatre.co.uk 

Bourton Vale Tennis Club 

Smashing Success for Net Generation Doubles and 
Club Raffle 

Bourton Vale Tennis Club held its inaugural Net Generation 
Doubles tournament in July – a new event pairing adults and 
children in a fun, family-friendly competition. The weather was 
kind, the turnout was fantastic, and the standard of tennis on 
display was nothing short of scintillating! 

Congratulations to Bob and James Sterling, who 
were crowned champions. Dragos and Darius 
Goga finished as impressive runners-up, with 
Jacky Harding and Ary Denjoy taking third 
place, and Gwyneth Simmons and Anton Den-
joy coming in fourth. A huge thank you to all 
who played, supported, and helped make the 

day such a success. 

After the trophy presentation, a special ceremony was held to 
thank outgoing club trustees Alan Outhwaite, Anne Fagg, and 
Dennis Fisher for their years of dedicated service. We’re very 

grateful to Dena Brumpton, Tim Hull, and Debbie Jagla for 
stepping into these important roles going forward. 

The afternoon wrapped up with the draw for our club raffle, 
which raised an impressive £750+ for our floodlighting fund. 
Many thanks to Jacky Harding for organising the raffle, and to 
everyone who bought tickets and donated prizes. 

It was a brilliant day – and especially heartening to see the 
younger players showing off their growing tennis skills! 

Team News 

The Ladies’ A team is currently 6th in Division 2, needing a cou-
ple of wins from their last 3 matches to avoid relegation. The 
Ladies’ B team is also 6th in Division 3 and facing a tough chal-
lenge in their final 4 matches. 

The Men’s A team sits 3rd in Division 3 and has all but secured 
its place for next season. The Men’s B team is currently 2nd in 
Division 6 – promotion is within reach, but it’s going to be 
close! 

See you on court! 
Alex Peyton 
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  A message from  
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust –  

Greystones Nature Reserve 
In July, we released a statement outlining some of the changes 
we are looking to make at Greystones nature reserve in Bour-
ton-on-the-Water to increase the size of rare grassland habitat, 
to better support Bourton’s wildlife and to bring the community 
closer to our work. 
You can read this statement and find out more on our website 
by following this link: www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk/
greystones-farm-about 

For this to be successful, we want to hear from you. We are 
hosting three drop-in discussions to share more about our 
plans, and to hear from the local community so that we can 
better understand what is important to the people of Bourton 
and surrounding areas. These events will be held at the follow-
ing times:  

Monday 11 August @ 5:30pm – 7:30pm: The George 
Moore Community Centre, Bourton-on-the-Water 

Wednesday 13 August @ 2pm – 4pm: Upper Rissington 
Village Hall, Upper Rissington 

Thursday 14 August @ 6pm – 8pm: Guiting Power Village 
Hall, Guiting Power 

If you would like to get involved in the development of the re-
serve but are unable to attend any of these meetings, please 
contact Megan Adamou 
(megan.adamou@gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk) who will 
ensure you are kept up to date and given the opportunity to 
have your say too. 

Megan Adamou 
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 Cotswold Youth Theatre 

And we’ve made it to the end of term! We ended the term 
with a fantastic LAMDA Showcase and successful LAMDA ex-
ams taken by 35 of our students. We couldn’t be more proud 
of what our actors have achieved and undergone this past 
term. Now summer is here! 

 

Take part in CYT’s Exciting Opportunity over the 
Summer! 

The CYT have released the Bronze & Silver Arts awards for 
young people to complete at home, in their own time, follow-
ing their own interests, under the guidance of a qualified Arts 
Award Assessor.  

 Follow your own arts interests 

 Including a Booklet - page by page, clear instructions 

 Introductory video  

 Support from Arts Awards assessor - 3x 20min one-
on-one  

 Recognised on the National qualification framework  

Trinity College London Arts Award: Bronze - Level 1 & 
Silver - Level 2 (Equivalent to GCSE)  

 

Summer Offer:  

Bronze Award - £100 +  £27.50 (Cost of Entry) 

Silver Award - £100 + £37.50 (Cost of Entry) 

 

So if you’re looking to turn your hobbies into qualifica-
tions or keep busy during the long hours of summer, this 
is for you.  

If you’re interested or have any questions, email           

admin@cotswoldyouththeatre.co.uk or check out 
our website—www.cotswoldyouththeatre.co.uk. 

Sarah Dowie 

Jen Morafkova 

Helen Gainford 
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Thank you to everyone who has helped and supported our 
North Cotswold RNLI Fundraising Branch. We have had an 

amazing start to the year.  
Some of our ‘crew’ had the 
perfect day out at Barry 
Dock Lifeboat Station where 
we were welcomed by the 
Coxswain and some of their 
lovely crew and volunteers. 
We are now part of the 
‘Barry Family’. We were able 
to explore their top of the 
range Shannon and even sit 
in their seats! Then fish and chips and ice creams before head-
ing home on the ‘Hedgehog’ Mini bus.  
A big thank you again to Sue and Tony for opening their relax-
ing and peaceful garden in Bledington raising £1008.  
Our Duck Boat Racing Event on the 5th of July raised £2277.65. 
Thank you again to everyone who helped to make it such a 
success.  
Thank you to the Co Op and Tesco for allowing us to collect 
with our buckets. We are always surprised by the local support 
and to hear stories from those who have benefitted from a 
rescue.  

Thank you to Melissa and her staff 
for providing easy and friendly 
banking facilities in our village.  
We hope you all have a wonderful 
summer and stay safe if you are 
near water. Remember if you get 
into trouble ‘float like a starfish’. 
Call 999 or 112 if you see someone 

else in trouble. Always swim between the red and yellow flags 
and stay together when in and around water  
Anthony, our RNLI Community Presenter, is keen to hear from 
anyone who might be interested in one of his talks. He can be 
contacted at anthony.gerrard724@btinternet.com or phone 
07496 626402.     Julia,  northcotswoldrnli@gmail.com  

A Heartfelt Thank You from Headspace 
We are overwhelmed by the incredible generosity shown by 
our community during Small Charities Week. Thanks to your 
amazing fundraising efforts, we raised an outstanding £5,020, 
which includes £2,500 of matched funding. This demonstrates 
your commitment to supporting young people's mental health 
and wellbeing. 
Your donations are making a real difference. This academic 
year, we have provided vital support across our three core 
services. 
Where Your Money Goes 
Counselling Services: We've supported 24 students through 
402 hours of confidential one-to-one sessions, providing cru-
cial mental health support when they need it most. 
Wellbeing Groups: 55 young people have benefited from 148 
group sessions totalling 296 hours. Our small groups engage in 
Bushcraft, Gardening, Craft, Cooking and Mindfulness activi-
ties, providing a safe environment to build confidence. 
Mentoring Programme: Our newest service, launched in No-
vember 2024, has supported 10 young people through 112 
hours of weekly mentoring sessions, plus 105 hours of com-
missioned mentoring. These sessions help young people set 
goals, make positive decisions, and build self-confidence. 
It costs approximately £150,000 annually to run our services, 
and we rely entirely on grants and donations like yours to keep 
supporting young people. Despite our efforts, we still have 
over 40 young people on our waiting list, highlighting the ur-
gent need for mental health support in our community. Every 
pound you've raised helps us continue providing these essen-
tial services and work towards reducing that waiting list, offer-
ing hope, healing, and practical help when it's needed most. 
From everyone at Headspace, thank you for believing in our 
mission and supporting our young people. 
For more information about our services, please visit 
www.myheadspace.org.uk 

Paul Heming, CEO - Headspace 
07748 965227 
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Panto Group 
Here comes summer! So, Bourton 
Panto Group fete is taking place on 
the village green on Saturday, Au-
gust 2nd!  Our ducks are ready to 
race down the river, our puzzle 
queen has checked that the jigsaws 
are complete and ready for new 
“puzzlers” to enjoy, the book stall is 
heaving with bargain books and other delights are on offer!  
All our fundraising is to further our efforts to produce a pan-
tomime in the village each New Year.  This leads me on to 
express our grateful thanks to The Cotswold School for allow-
ing our group a car parking day at their field last month.  With 
enthusiastic roadside marshalling, a welcoming team on the 
field and beautiful weather, over a £1,000 was raised for our 
funds. 
Now the group is focused on our forthcoming production of 
“Beauty and the Beast” by Limelight Scripts.  Having heard the 
read throughs and taken auditions last month, we are now 
preparing the exciting next stage of the process.  This is when 
the cast is set and the players can begin to develop their char-
acters.  In the past, I have enjoyed several shows on stage but 
now am happy to remain as part of the backstage support 
crew, helping to create the fantasy.  We too are keen to begin 
bringing the ideas and wishes of the direction team to life on 
stage! 
Still, it’s early days and if, for whatever reason, you were un-
able to join us last month but have a hankering to see what 
happens in rehearsal or behind the scenes, do drop in to the 
Victoria Hall any Tuesday or Thursday evening (7.30pm), from 
early September!  You will be made welcome and you never 
know, you may be on the verge of finding a new hobby! 

Ann Chapman 

Bourton Vale Horticultural Society  
 your friendly garden club 

Phew what a scorcher!!! 
Despite hours of watering, vegetables and flowers are really 
suffering from weeks of scorching sun and unprecedented 
temperatures.  And, just as the roses were looking better than 
for quite a few years,  and despite all the deadheading, the 
flowers were over in a few days.  There’s still no sign of any 
significant rain and hosepipe bans are looming. 
Our speaker at the July meeting was Roger Umpleby, an ento-
mologist who, with some beautiful close up and very detailed 
photographs, gave us an extremely interesting talk and lots of 
fascinating facts about wild flowers throughout the year.  Of-
ten reminding us of plants and the common names which 
many of us recollected from childhood.  Also showing us that 
with many flowers (as with animals and birds) the male is the 
much “prettier”.  Unknown to most of us it appears that Wil-
liam Wordsworth’s favourite flower was not in fact the daffo-
dil but was the celandine.  Wood anemones are an indicator of 
an ancient woodland and ivy is very important as it is the last 
food of the year for butterflies, moths and bees. 
Our competition was for a rose stem and was won by Chris 
King. 
There will be no meeting in August as it is our members’ gar-
den party and the competition will be a decorated hat. 
The next meeting is on the 10th September  
and the talk will be Villa Gardens of  
the Italian lakes. 

Keep watering. 
Sheila Thorpe 
07973 391741 

Sheila@bobblefarm.co.uk 
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The Bourton Browser   
is printed by Peter Dunford, 01608 658104,   

petedunf@aol.com  

Bourton Roadrunners 
Opening what turned 
out to be a very busy 
and hot week, four 
Bourton Roadrunners 
headed to the village of 
Frampton upon Severn 
for the annual Framp-
ton 10k road race.  The 
Bourton team were led 
home by Alex Pye, look-
i n g  c o m f o r t a b l e 
throughout, in a time of 38 minutes and 31 seconds.  Close on 
his heals was Steph Lane, who having finished first female at 
Evesham 10k the day before, had another strong race but had 
to settle for third female in a time of 38:50.  Kevin Goodwill, 
had also raced just two days earlier, had a good run in 40:55, 
ahead of his father Tony in 53:47.  
Taking on a the UK’s biggest ultra-marathon along the ancient 
Ridgeway this weekend was Bourton’s Danny Hannig at the 
Race to the Stone 100k.  This gruelling event saw over 800 run-
ners race towards the 5000-year-old Avebury Standing Stone, 
with Danny finishing fifth overall in a brilliant time of 9 hours, 
48 minutes and 19 seconds.  
Dougal Hamilton-Smith took part in the Dorney Lakes Half 
Marathon, finishing first in the under-20 category.  Despite 
finding the going hard, Dougal earned a new personal best 
time of one hour, 32 minutes and 21 seconds.  
A group from the club, together with their friends, travelled to 
Upton upon Severn for the Triathlon and Duathlon.  Maxine 
Emes took part in the Olympic standard distance triathlon, 
comprising a 1500m swim, 42k cycle and a 10k run, where she 
finished first in the FV40 category and second female overall in 
a time of 2 hours, 38 minutes and 12 seconds.  Also completing 
the Standard Distance race were Megan Ratcliffe – 3:17:40, 
Graham Lane – 3:44:20 (MV70/1), Tom Hill – 4:07:04 and Coral 
Feenan-Hill, who finished first in the FV60 category in 
4:19:59.  Bourton also submitted two relay teams in the event, 
comprising Casey Udell (swim), Gillian James (cycle) Lisa Braid 
(run), who finished first female team, and Jeanett Brew (swim), 
Jason Braid (cycle) and Allie Quinn (run).  Meanwhile, Darren 
Long took on the Sprint Duathlon, which was a qualifying event 
for the 2026 World Championships.  Darren finished MV50/4 in 
a time for 1:09:57.  
Kevin Goodwill and Alistair Piper travelled to Sudeley Castle for 
the Cotswold Maverick, which offer a range of five off-road 
distances.  Alistair Piper opted for the 45k distance, but despite 

17h August,  Themed event ‘Models & Collections’   
Blenheim Palace Sawmills, Combe, Oxon, OX 29 8ET. 

Come and browse the Market Stalls.  We will be joined by local 
Models Clubs exhibiting their models of Fair Ground, Trains 
Sets, Tractors, collection of Buses, Bluebird Models and much 
more, bring the children along, they will enjoy it.   We are also 
organising a display of  Classic Motor Cycles. 
Combe Mill is a late 19th Century Restored Water Mill on Blen-
heim Palace Estate by the River Evenlode, we will have all Ma-
chinery running `In Steam`, volunteers will be on hand with 
lots of interesting information. 
Tea room will be open, BBQ, Gift Shop, Tombola & Raffle. 
Dog on Leads most welcome.  Free Parking. 
Adults £9.00, seniors £7.50, accompanied children FREE open 
10.30am to 4.30 (Last entries 3.30pm). 
Also, open Wednesday's for `self-guided tours` with volunteers 
around. Adults £5.00, Seniors £4.00, accompanied children 
FREE.  Tea Room open if you would like to call in for refresh-
ments, Cream Teas, Cakes, Ham rolls, coffee and soft drinks. 

Steph Lane at Frampton 10k  

finding it ‘super tough’, finished 
third overall in a time of 
4:47:50.  Meanwhile, Kevin took 
on the 50k distance, battling 
through ‘absolute madness’ for 
a finish in 6:55:37.  
Melissa Samuel and Kaz Dean 
took part in the Coventry Sum-
mer 10k on Friday evening.  
With 34-degrees at 7pm in the 
evening, they both knew that it 
would tough going.  Finishing in 
95 minutes and 22 seconds Kaz 
said it was ‘simply the hottest 
and hardest thing I have ever done, but a half marathon seems 
possible’.  Melissa was hot on her tail in 95:23.  

Louise, Gillian and John  

 Alistair Piper at 
 Cotswold Maverick 45km  
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HIRE of HALLS   
Baden Powell Hall    lettingsbph@gmail.com  
Baptist Church Hall   Tim Newstead  01451 821523  
Bourton Cricket Clubhouse    jlthepavilion@gmail.com 
Bourton Farmers Market    Miles Salmon 07980 080073 
British Legion Hall    Branch Office 01451 824303 
Broadwell Village Hall    Tracey Spragg  
broadwellvillagehall@gmail.com 
Cotswold Hall, Northleach    Jacques Astic  01451 860366 
George Moore Community Centre  Jo Herbert  01451820712 
assistant.clerk@bourtononthewater-pc.gov.uk  
Lower Slaughter Village Hall    annclass@yahoo.com 
St. Lawrence’s    Mrs Gill Willett  01451 821484  
familywillett@hotmail.co.uk 
Victoria Hall  Sue Roberts  01451 822230 
Wyck Rissington Village Hall    Vicky Lathe 07584 188 200 
vhwyckriss@gmail.com 

Dementia Friendly Café 

Here we are, on our visit to Birdland.  The penguins were cer-
tainly hot!  We enjoyed a packed tea, courtesy of Edwardstow 
Court.  We are thinking of another trip before the summer is 
out.  We also arranged a quiz on 60/70s songs and had a real 
laugh!   
Do come along for a cuppa and, of course, for advice if 
needed. We meet at the George Moore Community Centre, 2-
4pm on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of the month, see diary dates 
on page 1.  
You will be very welcome 

Bill Wragge 
THANKS: to my real friends who helped with lifts and appoint-
ment journeys, after my serious accident on January 4th. It 
has been a long 6 months without being able to drive and 
thanks go to the cheerful Pulhams’ bus drivers on my, nearly, 
50 trips!  You don’t know what is ahead, so my considered 
advice is, CAPE DIEM, seize the day ! 

August  
Perhaps, the happiest month.  
Holidays fuel the need for fun  

From family picnics by the river  
To barbecues under the sun.  
Bourton welcomes the world  
And what an amazing sight  

For the green can hardly be seen  
Bringing visitors such delight.  
Others prefer to go rambling,  

But no matter how far they roam  
Over hills and past farms,  

We all love heading home.  

Hugh O’Connell  
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ABOUT THE BOURTON BROWSER 
All articles received will be printed 
wherever possible in the magazine & on 
the website, however we reserve the 
right not to print anonymous letters or 
anything of a defamatory or controver-
sial nature.   
We have a word limit of 300 words per 
article.   
If your contact details appear in the 
Bourton Browser they will be on our 
website copy.  If you do not want this to 
happen, tell us.  Unless we hear from 
you, we will assume consent.   
The views of contributors to the Bour-
ton Browser may not necessarily be 
those of the Editor, nor can the Bourton 
Browser accept any responsibilities in 
connection with any companies or or-
ganisations mentioned. 

Massage 
Cotswold 

Massages for Women  
Men & Children 
From £25 per half hour  
Call or WhatsApp  

Svitlana on:  

07467 324392 
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Bourton WI  
Bourton WI welcomed a very interesting 
speaker this month.  
Sally Church is a beekeeper based in Painswick. She has been 
keeping bees for 15 years and is very passionate about them. 
There are four types: solitary bees, honey bees, miner bees 
and bumblebees. 
Only the females sting and the queen is the only one who can 
sting more than once. 
Sally obviously keeps honey bees.  In the hive there is one 
Queen (the only one who can lay eggs) + female workers (who 
do everything else) + male drones (who don’t) ! 
Who knew that most “boy bees” are chucked out of the hive 
by the “girls” in the winter to conserve food supplies!  
Bees are certainly fascinating! 
The next meeting is the annual Garden Party which is for 
members only. 
We meet every second Tuesday at The Victoria Hall at 
7pm.  New members are most welcome.  
For more details please contact Victoria Jackson (President) 
on 075496 40492.   

June Renshaw 

Bindweed Rhyme 
My family have always picked bindweed 
flowers and squeezed them to make the 
white flower jump out, but I am surprised 
how many don’t know about this. We 
always say the rhyme “Grandmother, Grandmother, jump out 
of bed”, whilst making the flower pop open as if by a spring.   
I thought people working in a children’s setting would be inter-
ested to know about it.  

C. Taylor 

 
 
 
 
 

Cotswold Friends empowers older & vulnerable people with 
the help of their Digital Champions 
With the growing shift to digital platforms, many people are 
becoming digitally isolated and face serious barriers that can 
affect their quality of life.  
Whether it’s banking, online 
shopping, downloading apps or 
learning your way around your 
device, amongst many other 
things - the move to online 
services can mean something 
many of us take for granted, 
becomes impossible for those 
who lack digital literacy. 
That’s where Cotswold Friends 
is stepping in. Thanks to some 
funding and a partnership with 
The Digital Inclusion Glouces-
tershire Initiative (DIGI). 
We are now able to offer both 1-1 support in people’s homes 
across the North Cotswolds, group workshops and a new IT 
café that will be based in Chipping Campden.  
Our amazing volunteer Digital Champions have helped people 
with sending emails, downloading apps, using Face ID, booking 
tickets and more at some of our most recent group workshops 
in Chipping Campden and Moreton-in-Marsh.  
Our 1-1 Support with Cotswold Friends staff has helped those 
with varying levels of needs to find new, suitable housing, se-
cure Blue Badges, and visit family abroad, amongst a myriad of 
other life-changing things. All of which help reduce loneliness 
and isolation and improve quality of life.  
We are now looking forward to welcoming people with their 
digital devices and concerns to our next group workshop at 
Northleach Westwood Centre on Monday 8th September 
which runs from 10am – 12pm. It is free of charge, but we do 

ask that you book your place by calling 01608 650219 or 
emailing support@cotswoldfriends.org 
If you are interested in becoming a Digital Champion Volunteer 
we would love to hear from you! To find out more get in touch 
with our friendly Volunteer Team on 01608 697007 or email 
volunteering@cotswoldfriends.org  
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Bourton and 
Sherborne 

Hockey Club 
The hockey season 
is starting again. 
We play at the 
Cotswold School 
new astro. We are 
really excited to be 
starting Junior coaching sessions (U13 and U10) on the 10th 
September, with the first session completely free. 
We have fun, training sessions throughout the year, regular 
club nights, one ladies team and two men’s teams. We also 
have a growing social calendar so if you’re wanting to get ac-
tive and make new friends, check out our website 
at www.bashc.co.uk for more information and to sign up. 
Junior coaching starts at 6.30pm on Wednesday 10th Septem-
ber, with adults coaching starting at 7.30pm. 
We are a friendly family club. If you are interested in coming 
along, look at our website, or you can always chat to our 
Chairman, Rhys, on 07817108970.  Come along, and get ac-
tive, and get social. See you on the pitch.   

At Cotswolds Radio, we love to celebrate local talent and our 
Live in the Lockup Show does exactly that.  On the first Sunday 
of every month at 3pm, we open the doors of the studio to tal-
ented local musicians to broadcast an hour of live music. All the 
artists performing write and release original material. 
We’re building a brilliant portfolio of performances and you can 
listen to all of the shows that we’ve broadcast by logging onto 
the Live in the Lockup page on cotswoldsradio.com and clicking 
on the links. 

If you know of a musician or band with a connection to the 
Cotswolds who would like to perform on Live in the Lock Up, 

get in touch! The artists must have released material recently, 
be perfoming in the Cotswold region and have a line-up that 
can be accommodated in the Cotswolds Radio studio. Mes-
sage while you’re listening on the Cotswolds Radio App, 
WhatsApp on 07824 368947 or email:  

contact@cotswoldsradio.com. 
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Archery Club                        GRArcheryClub@gmail.com 
Badminton Club   clclare@gmail.com 
Bell Ringers, BOW    Stephanie Hemming 01451 810996 
Bell Ringers , Gt Ris    Sheila Jesson,   01451 820395 
Bourton Road Runners   Nicky Patterson Brr.clubsec@gmail.com. 
Bourton Rovers Chairman  Liam Williams   07769 216528 
Bourton Vale Cricket Club  Kevin Langley  07375 033609 
Bourton Vale Tennis Club  www.bourtontennisclub.org 
Brass & Silver Bands  Stephanie Hemming 01451 810996 
Community Day Club  Support Service team 01608 652019 
Cotswold Friends      01608 651415  
    www.cotswoldsfriends.org 
Cotswold Yoga   Nazuna Yeo  07490858775 
Dementia Friendly  Café   Kathy Chesters    07746 672726 
Fitness League   Kathy Kirk  01993 882350 
Gardening Club   Sheila Thorpe   07973391741 
Glos. Advanced Motorists   Rod Harrison.         01451 821605 
Hockey Club   admin@bashc.co.uk  
Jubilee Lodge      01451 823100 
McTimoney Practitioner  Tina Hamer  07884 312559 
Men in Sheds    Keith        01451 831886 
Moreton Bowls Club  Linda Bennett mbcbowling1@gmail.com 
North Cotswold Arts Association Jeni Smith  078506 50763 
North Cotswold Gymnastics Club Caroline Gill  01451 263130 
OPEN 4U   Barbara Newstead 01451 824225 
Panto Group        Angela Layton   01451 821344.  
Probus Club   Kevin Hick   01451 860435 
Rotary Club Nth Cotswolds Steve Whincup   07488 365908  
Royal British Legion Bourton  Bill McKenzie   01451 824303 
Rural Cinema   Mollie Wise   01451 822365 
Scottish Dancing Group  Christine Bucknall    01993 830760  
   Bucknallce@gmail.com    
Short Led Walks   Carol Price   01451 810305 
Stay strong & Steady  Cally Maxwell  07957 546 067 
    cotswoldactivehealth@gmail.com 
Stow Textile Group  Julie Smith   01608 651006 
T’ai Chi           Valerie Ward      07779 746346 
u3a  Bourton & District  www.bourton.u3asite.uk 
Victoria Hall   Sue  Roberts  01451 822230 
Village  Warden   Steve Cotton  07729 114833 
Volunteer Help Centre      01608 651415 
WI        Pat Taylor   07518 457 652 
Windrush Carers Support Group  Barbara Newstead   01451 821523 
4 Shires Swimming Club  Jo Shaw     membership@4ssc.uk.uk 

LOCAL GROUPS AND ORGANISATIONS         
For amendments,   team@bourtonbroswer.co.uk   01451 822431   

Bourton Probus Club 
At our meeting on 14th July we heard David 
Head talking about the Russian Tsar's, from 
Michael in 1613 to Nicholas 2nd in 1917. We 
heard about the continual battles for succession and a num-
ber of corrupt and cruel Tsar's. We spent some time with Pe-
ter the Great, who really put Russia on the map as a powerful 
country and also Catherine the Great, who brought art and 
culture to Russia. We heard about inappropriate and unhappy 
marriages and the promiscuity of many, especially the female 
members! We came away realising that Russia today hasn't 
really changed since the 17th century, with corruption and 
cruelty still present. 

The Probus Club is designed for retired men  and women who 
are interested in hearing interesting talks and social events. 
We always welcome new members, and if you are interested, 
please come to one of our meetings (advertised on the diary 
page) or contact our secretary, Kevin Hick on 01451 860435. 

Roger Harris 

August 
Whether it be hot or cold  

A tradition our village will uphold. 
Football in the river will be played 

All kinds of skills displayed. 
Don't sit too close is all I say!  

As you will get water come your way . 
A tradition over a hundred years old 

Many a tale left to be told. 
Once the game is complete  

Everyone  makes a quick retreat . 
Some to have a cup of tea  

While others, a pint or three. 
Carol Groom  
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Rates and Dates for advertising 
in the BOURTON BROWSER   

Full details:  
www.bourtonbrowser.co.uk  

6 x 9 cm per mth £36, per 3 mths £77, 
per 6 mths £148,  per 12 mths £275.  9 x 
12 cm per mth £72, per 3 mths £154, 
per 6 mths £296, per 12 mths £550.   
Deadline 15th of preceding month.    
To enquire about booking,  email 
team@bourtonbrowser.co.uk  State 
size required & attach advert as a jpeg 
or pdf.  I will confirm if space is available 
or you may call 01451 822431 to dis-
cuss.  Advertising spaces are limited, 
early booking & prompt payment is es-
sential.   
Delivery—We print 2300 copies & aim 
to deliver to every house in Bourton-on-
the-Water & Clapton-on-the-Hill.               

Ray Dodd, Advertising Manager 

Bourton Library 
The George Moore Community Centre, 
Moore Road, Bourton-on-the-Water,  

GL54 2AZ.  01451 820964  
Opening Hours   

Tues 10am-1pm, Wed 2-5pm, Fri 10am-
1pm & 2-5pm, Sat 10am-1pm.   Friendly 

staff & volunteers.    
Internet access,  

Advert Printing & Photocopying.  
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries   
Emily Sutton-Redford  07823 429150 

Birdland – Chirps from the Perch 
2025 is becoming a very successful year 
for us here at Birdland, with many of 
our species hatching chicks. 

One of our successes this year has been 
our Humboldt Penguins, a species from 
South America now classified as Vulner-
able.  We are part of a European Zoo 
breeding programme (EEP) and this 
year all 3 pairs have produced chicks, 
with 4 chicks currently doing well.  All 
our Humboldt’s are inexperienced par-
ents, so we have taken 1 egg from every 
pair to ease the pressure and are hand 
rearing 2 chicks, with 2 being parent 
reared. 
Birdland now oversees Lapwing species 
in European Zoos, and we have had 

success with 2 species this year.  The 
Blacksmith Lapwing from Africa are rear-
ing 3 chicks (the first for a few years) and 
we also have the UKs only Southern Lap-
wing chick (from Argentina).  The South-
ern Lapwings have been unsuccessful 
previously, so the chick has been fos-
tered by our ever-reliable pair of Masked 
Lapwing, from Australia. 
Also, in our African section we have had 
3 Cattle Egrets hatch, as well as 2 Lilac 
Breasted Roller and multiple Speckled 
Pigeon.  Another pigeon bred this year is 
the Australian Crested Pigeon, with 2 
chicks hatching so far and another nest 
of eggs at present.  In the same aviary 
our Grey Peacock Pheasants have had a 
chick for the 3rd year in a row. 
Some of the rarer birds to breed this 
year include the Black Cheeked Lovebird 
from Africa and the Java Sparrows, re-
cently installed as an EEP. 
As I write, we have just hatched our first 
Greater Flamingo of the year.  2024, 
with 5 chicks, was our most successful 
year, however there is potential for a 
further 21 eggs hatching over the com-
ing weeks.  Alistair Keen, Head Keeper 


