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   Bourton-on-the-Water Parish News 

The DEADLINE for Adverts & Articles for the December edition is Noon on 15
th
 November 

DIARY DATES 

Baptist Church Hall = BCH 

British Legion Hall = BLH 

Cricket Club Pavilion = CCP 

George Moore Community Centre=  GMCC 

Jubilee Lodge = JL Market Close = MC 

North Cotswold Sale Room= NCS 

St Lawrence Church = StLC 

Victoria Hall = VH Willoughby Place = WP 

News from the Parish Council for November 

There was no Parish Council meeting in October, but updates on activity 

can be found below: 

Christmas Tree in the River 

Bourton’s much-loved Christmas Tree in the River Windrush is a festive tradition led by 

Bourton-on-the-Water Parish Council. Each year, a dedicated group of volunteers and 

councillors work together to plan and deliver this special display. 

This year’s tree will once again be supplied by a specialist nursery and installed in No-

vember by a team of volunteers. Thanks to generous support from local businesses, the 

cost of the tree has been fully covered. Bourton Vale Parking Ltd has kindly contributed 

£500, and the owners of Manor Field car park have offered to donate the remaining 

£400. 

Hacklings Transport will assist with delivery and installation, and CN Baldwin Electrical 

will dress the tree with lights, continuing their support at a discounted rate. The tree 

will be removed in January, with Hacklings also helping with dismantling and storage. 

The Parish Council is extremely grateful to all those involved, including our local busi-

nesses, volunteers, and councillors, for making this cherished tradition possible. 

This year’s Christmas light switch-on will take place at 5.30pm on Friday 28th Novem-

ber. 

Cllr Bob Hadley 

Moreton Show Allotments Competition:  We were pleased to be awarded a prize of 

£100 for the allotments at Cemetery Lane, so would like to thank all our allotment ten-

ants who work hard to keep their plots looking pristine.  We will be putting the funds 

towards the installation of a new manure bay at the top of the allotments, near to 

Greystones Lane. 

Feedback on the ETRO (Experimental Traffic Regulation Order) for coach pick-up and 

drop-off in Meadow Way:  Please continue to send any feedback on the scheme di-

rectly to Gloucestershire County Council Highways via their email address troconsulta-

tion@gloucestershire.gov.uk and copy in the Clerk at clerk@bourtononthewater-

pc.gov.uk  

Tourist Levy Funding:  Following its public consultation, Cotswold District Council has 

awarded funds for the following Parish Council projects: 

 Commissioning of a Visitor Traffic Management Strategy 

 Installation of rubber matting for the Melville and Naight play areas 

 Provision of additional parking enforcement between Christmas and New Year 

 Set up and removal of Village Green railings for protection of 

the Green from November to March 

The Bourton BrowserBourton BrowserBourton BrowserBourton Browser is run by volunteers & delivered monthly FREE to every 

household in the Village.   

Go to the “Get in Touch” tab and then complete the contact form to send questions,  

articles (max.300 words), adverts  & event details to the team.   

Copyright  Bourton Browser 2025 

 Continued on page 3  Continued on page 2, column 1. 

1
st

 Poppy Appeal Coffee Morning, 

10am-noon, BLH. See page 2. 

1
st

-2
nd

 Gift Fair, VH, 10am-5pm. All wel-

come. 

3
rd

 & 17
th

 Mindsong, Sing 2 Remember 

GMCC, 10.30am & 2.30pm.  07764 

212506 or 01451 821216. 

5
th

 Sight Loss Advice Hub, GMCC, 

drop in 1-2pm, join social group 2-

4pm.  Call 01242 221170, or email  

info@insight-glos.org.uk   

9
th

 Remembrance Sunday at the War 

Memorial, from 10.30am Parade, 

wreath laying & 2 minutes silence.   

Followed by service in the Baptist 

Church.  See Parish Council notes. 

10
th

 P r o b u s ,  1 0 a m ,  G M C C .  

"Engineering of the Pyramids" by 

John Clark".  See page 16. 

11
th 

Primary School wreath laying 

10.50am, War Memorial.                  

11
th

 WI,  VH, 7pm.   See page 17.  

12
th

 Irene’s Charity Knitting Circle, WP, 

10am-12pm.  See page 16. 

12
th

 & 26
th

 Bourton Community Day 

Club,
 
10.30am - 2.30pm, MC, GL54 

2HE.   01608 652019.  

12
th

 u3a Scrabble, GMCC.  2-4pm.  

07341 094206. peterdaw-

son790@icloud.com    

12
th

 Horticultural Club, demonstrations 

and advice on “Garden Equipment 

Maintenance”, by David Fisher   

BCH, 7.30pm,  See page 15. 

14
th

-15
th

 Tayler & Fletcher, Fine Art, 

Vintage & Interiors auction, from 
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9.30am, NCS, GL54 2AR.  821666. 

14
th

 & 28
th

 Dementia
 
Friendly Cafe, 

StLC, 2-4pm, 07746 672726. See 

column 3.   

17
th

 Rural Cinema, The Penguin Les-

sons, Romantic Drama, C12, Steve 

Coogan, VH, 2.30pm & 7.30pm. 

Refreshments from 2pm & 7pm. 

Tickets £4pp (or £12 family of 4) 

on door.   See poster page 16.  

20
th

 ‘Cotswold Collective’ App Launch,  

6 – 9pm, The Old New Inn.  £10 

pp, https://bit.ly/ccapplaunch see 

page  19. 

24
th

 Probus, 10am, GMCC, Extraordi-

nary General Meeting.  See page 

16 . 

26
th

 u3a, BLH, 10am-12noon, £2pp. 

www.bourton.u3asite.uk ‘Walking 

To Rome’ by Chris O’Grady.  See 

page  6.    

27
th

 Book Club Bourton Book Club 

meeting, 7pm. The Old New Inn.   

csandles75@gmail.com 

27
th 

Community Meeting: Take Back 

Our Village, 6.30pm, BCH.  See 

page 13. 

28
th

 Fish & Chip Supper & Quiz, Jubilee 

Lodge, bookings,  01451 823100   

28
th

 Christmas Tree Light Switch on, 

5.30pm, Village Green, some busi-

nesses staying open late, with 

craft stalls, festive food etc.  Full 

details page 6. 

30
th

 Farmers Market, BLH Car Park, 

GL54 2AR. 8.30am-12.30pm 07980 

080073. 

Continued from page 1 column 1  Regular Weekly Bourton Events    
Mon. “Old Sweats” Meeting, BLH, 

10am—12 Noon, 07714 852364 

bourton.secretary@rbl.community 

Mon, Wed & Fri, Bourton Men in Sheds, 

9.30am-12.30pm, Behind RBL, 

Keith     01451 831886. 

Mon. & Thurs. Stay Strong & Steady,   

BLH, 1-2.30pm.  07957 546067 

cotswoldactivehealth@gmail.com   

Mon. & Fri. Cotswold Yoga, VH, Mon 10-

11am, Fri 5-6pm, 07490858775.   

Tue. Drop in Digital Help Group, GMCC, 

10.30am-12.30pm.  07707 281803.    

Tues. “Together on Tuesdays”, soup 

lunch, StLc, 12-2pm.   

Thurs. Flexercise, BLH, 10-11am. 01993 

882350  kathy.kirk@live.com   

2025 Poppy Appeal 

Coffee Morning 

Saturday, 1st November 

10am-12 noon,  British Legion Hall 

Mike Marshall 

BOURTON DEMENTIA CAFE  

We have been busy with social / chatty 

days and enjoyed a music session with 

two men and a dog!  Two guitars and 

songs from the 60’s and 70’s.  They will 

be coming again.  

Christmas cards and the dementia nurse 

advisor will be coming next.  The nurse is 

keen to keep in touch with us. 

Look forward to seeing you.  Remember 

the 2nd and 4th Fridays at St Lawrence's 

Church.            Bill Wragge  

We Will Remember Them 

Medals shine with pride 

As we are all gathered side by side. 

Uniforms pressed and pleats in place 

Duty written across their face. 

To remember those who fell before 

And to respect those still at war. 

On our lapels pinned a poppy of red 

Representing the blood that bled. 

Carol Groom 

Thank You 

I have been overwhelmed with the mes-

sages of support and appreciation from 

residents in recent weeks for which I 

thank you all sincerely. 

This has reinforced my understanding of 

your trust and endorsement.  I am al-

ways open to listen to your concerns, 

willing to help point you in the right di-

rection with queries and to help with 

any community requests for support. 

Bourton-on-the-Water is such a wonder-

ful community of warm and friendly 

people, and I treasure being one of its 

residents.            Amanda Davis 
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Continued from page 1, column 2  

 Engineering works on the footpath adjacent to Jubilee Orchard, to improve 

drainage 

 Repainting of the benches in the Village centre 

 Repairs of the paths around the Village Green 

 Resurfacing of the bonded area underneath the circular bench on the Village 

Green 

 Purchase of materials for volunteers to make gravel footpath improvements; 

particularly the Conigers and Manor Field footpaths 

 Regeneration of the area behind the War Memorial 

Grants:  The following were awarded by the Parish Council this financial year: 

Bourton Youth Club is funded by the Parish Council and continues to meet weekly 

at the Baden Powell Hall.  There are two sessions 6-7.30pm Juniors (Years 3-6) and 

7.30-9pm Seniors (Year 7-11).  £1 subs with a variety of activities and a tuck shop.  

New members are always welcome.  Please email bourtonyouthclub@gmail.com 

for further information. 

Play Rangers activities are also Parish Council funded and are on Wednesday after-

noons from 4-6pm at Melville play area during term time.  The outdoor active play 

sessions are suitable for school aged chil-

dren, although under 8’s should be ac-

companied by a parent or carer.   

Parish Housing Survey:  Gloucestershire 

Rural Community Council is undertaking a 

survey to identify the affordable housing 

needs in Bourton-on-the-Water on behalf 

of the Gloucestershire Rural Housing Part-

nership, which includes Cotswold District 

Council. We encourage anyone living in, 

working in, or with close family ties to the 

parish to fill in and return the survey, 

which has been posted to all households, 

in the freepost envelope provided.  The 

survey will be open until mid-November. 

Remembrance Day Parade from 10.30am 

on Sunday 9th November:  A reminder of 

this event which includes wreath laying at 

the War Memorial.  There will be road 

closures in the centre of the village from 

10.30 to 11.30am so please plan any jour-

neys to avoid these. 

Thames Water Rissington Road Closure: 

Over the past 18 months, Thames Water 

has been undertaking major upgrades to 

the wastewater infrastructure in Bourton-

on-the-Water, including improvements to 

the Sewage Treatment Works, Pumping 

Station, and the installation of two new 

sewer mains pipes. 

As part of this essential work, they now 

need to excavate a section of Rissington 

Road to connect the newly laid gravity 

sewer pipe to the Pumping Station. Due to 

the nature of the excavation, there will be 

a full road closure with no vehicular access 

between Bourton and the Rissingtons for 

the duration of the works. 

Thames Water has requested a road clo-

sure from Gloucestershire County Council 

Highways for five weeks, from 17
th

 No-

vember to 22
nd

 December 2025, although 

they are optimistic that the work will be 

completed sooner. A diversion route will 

be in place throughout the closure. 

Thames Water requests residents’ pa-

tience and cooperation as they carry out 

these vital improvements. 

Date of next meetings:  7pm on Wednes-

day 5th November 2025 and 7pm on 

Wednesday 7th January 2026 in the Win-

drush Room at the George Moore Com-

munity Centre.   

The up to date schedule of meetings can 

be found on our website at https://

www.bourtononthewater-pc.gov.uk/the-

council/meeting-calendar/  

For further details and enquiries, please 

contact the Parish Council Clerk Sharon 

Henley by emailing 

clerk@bourtononthewater-pc.gov.uk or 

by phoning 01451 820712.  You can visit 

the Parish Council website at 

www.bourtononthewater-pc.gov.uk   

Bourton and Sher-

borne Hockey Club 

(BASHC) 

Junior Hockey Development Pathway Match 

Fund  

£750 

 Headspace North Cotswolds Community Mentoring Pro-

gramme 

£1000 

1st Bourton on the 

Water Scout Group 

Equipment for the Squirrels, Beavers and 

Cubs  

£945 

Bourton Baptist 

Church 

Replace crockery and kitchen equipment  £800 

Baden Powell Hall Upgrade fire doors and install finger trap 

protection  

£957 

Great Western Air 

Ambulance Charity 

Respond to 999 calls across Gloucestershire 

and provide hospital-level emergency care  

£100 

Bourton Rovers Foot-

ball Club 

Training and first aid equipment for youth 

and female teams.  Membership for low-

income families 

£1000 

Sparkhouse Creatives 

CIC 

Start-up costs for Youth Arts Outreach Pro-

ject 

£900 

Cotswold Floorball Kit and training equipment for 6 youth teams £1000 

North Cotswold Rotary Drama workshops for primary school children £500 
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FOR  SALE / WANTED ITEMS 

To advertise items such as Household items, Toys, Garden Equipment etc, 

complete the contact form on the “Get in Touch” tab.  The advert should 

be no more than 15 words.  It must be received  before 12 noon on the 

15
th
 of the month.  No commercial adverts accepted for this section.   

OUT AND ABOUT in November 

For Sale  

Hawesmore ‘Strimmer’, 

Petrol Brush Cutters 51405. 

Good Condition. 

£50 

01451 821905 

HIRE of HALLS   
Baden Powell Hall    lettingsbph@gmail.com  

Baptist Church Hall   Tim Newstead  01451 821523  

Bourton Cricket Clubhouse    jlthepavilion@gmail.com 

Bourton Farmers Market    Miles Salmon 07980 080073 

British Legion Hall    Branch Office 01451 824303 

Broadwell Village Hall    Tracey Spragg  

broadwellvillagehall@gmail.com 

Cotswold Hall, Northleach    Jacques Astic  01451 860366 

George Moore Community Centre  Jo Herbert  01451820712 

assistant.clerk@bourtononthewater-pc.gov.uk  

Lower Slaughter Village Hall    annclass@yahoo.com 

St. Lawrence’s    Mrs Gill Willett  01451 821484  

familywillett@hotmail.co.uk 

Victoria Hall  Sue Roberts  01451 822230 

Wyck Rissington Village Hall    Vicky Lathe 07584 188 200 

vhwyckriss@gmail.com 

For Sale 
Metal Gate, black, never 

used, 2’ 9” wide x 4’ 1” tall.  

£40. 

01451 821052. 

For Sale 

Ottoman storage Double bed, Ivory velour trim.  

Good condition.  £ 40 ONO. 01451 822017  or 

07747774839 

Mondays - Yoga for All, 9.30-10.30am, Pilates 10.35-11.30am, 

Wyck Rissington Village Hall. 07950 424037 Enquiries: 

franyoga@rocketmail.com  

Mondays - Northleach Bridge Club,  Cotswold Hall, Northleach, 

7:15pm.  Contact northleachbridgeclub@gmail.com 

1
st

 Naunton Annual Fireworks, Recreation Ground, 5pm for 

6pm lighting of bonfire, bar, BBQ, refreshments, entry by 

donation, free parking.  See poster page 19. 

1
st

-2
nd

 November Spooky Halloween Trail at Blenheim Palace, 

Woodstock, OX20 1UL.  www.blenheimpalace 

1
st

-2
nd

 Cirencester History Festival, talks, walks, music, work-

shops and more.  www.cirencesterhistoryfestival.co.uk 

1
st

-2
nd

 November Epic Pumpkin Trail at Sudeley Castle, Winch-

combe, GL54 5LP.  A seasonal adventure filled with mys-

tery, discovery, & delight.      www.sudeleycastle.co.uk 

6
th

, 7
th

, 13
th

, 14
th

, 20
th 

& 21
st

, Santa is returning to his magical 

grotto at Batsford Arboretum! Visit www.batsarb.co.uk for 

more details and to book. 

7
th

  Illustrated talk by Ross King on Michelangelo and the 

Sistine chapel ceiling. Tickets at northleachevents.co.uk 

13
th

 Split Whiskers, Blues & Americana, Merrymouth Inn, Stow 

Rd, Fifield, OX7 6HR. 01993 256620.  See advert below. 

14
th

-3
rd

January Christmas at Blenheim Palace, Woodstock, 

OX20 1UL. Illuminated Walk, Wizard of Oz in the Palace, 

Christmas  Market. www.blenheimpalace 

21
st

 Rissingtons Local History Society, 2.30pm, ‘The Cotswold 

Navy - what's in a name?’ by Paul Barnett. Village Hall, 

Upper Rissington GL54 2QW. Non-members welcome, 

£3.50.  information.RLHS@gmail.com  07815 606770.  

21
st

-30
th

 December Spectacle of Light, Sudeley Castle, Winch-

combe, GL54 5LP. Discover the Court of King Arthur and 

the Magic of Merlin as you embark on an illuminated ad-

venture.    www.sudeleycastle.co.uk 

22
nd 

The Village Market, Great Rissington Club, 10am-noon.     

Last Market of the year. Some Christmas Goodies. Look 

forward to seeing  you. Jackie Palmer, 01451 822285. 

22
nd

 CarmenCo presents ‘A Pocket Opera’, Westcote Village 

Hall, 7.30pm, Tickets £16, westcote.bookings@gmail.com 

or ring Christine 07834 493637.  See page 15. 
29

th
-4

h
 January, Join the Big Batsford Elf Hunt! Santa’s helpers 

have gone missing and they’re all hiding at Batsford Arbo-

retum – find them to win a prize! £3 per child, plus Arbo-

retum admission fee. Visit www.batsarb.co.uk for details 

30
th

 Annual  Christmas Fayre 11am-4m.Combe Mill, Blenheim 

Palace Sawmills, Combe, OX29 8ET.   FREE ENTRY.  Dogs 

welcome. See page 15. 
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 McTimoney  Practitioner est. 1999 

 Dry Needling / Low Level Laser 

 Also Equine / Canine McTimoney 

 Registered with The Association for McTimoney 
Practitioners  

Tina Hamer, mp, mamp  

Gentle and effective treatment for a variety of conditions 

IN PAIN??? 
TRY “THE BACK WOMAN” AT BOURTON! 

37 Roman Way, Bourton-on-the-Water, GL54 2EW 

Tel: 01451 542016 / 07884 312559 

Email:   tina.hamer@sky.com           www bourtonmctimoney.co.uk 

Massage 

Cotswold 
Massages for Women  

Men & Children 

From £25 per half hour  

Call or WhatsApp  

Svitlana on:  

07467 324392 

Farewell to Hartwells 

Whatever was needed, Hartwells would sell - 

From tools to screws to door bells. 

All sorts of ironmongery things - 

From ladders to paint to locks and pins. 

They’d also advise and sell with a smile 

That eased every job and DIY trial! 

They fulfilled the most diverse expectations, 

Down the years and the generations! 

Among the best on Bourton’s High Street, 

Tho’ we’ll no longer meet and greet 

Their lovely staff who, now, sadly depart, 

Yet will always stay in locals’ hearts. 

Hugh O’Connell 

Oh How We Miss Them! 

The Moore Cottage Hospital, Lloyds and Barcleys Bank,  

Tourist Information Office, Travel Agents, Newsagents,  

Bookmakers, 4 Butchers, 4 Hairdressers (in High St area),  

Book Shop, Shoe Shop, 2 Fish and Chip Shops, (with wet 

counters), Greengrocers, Oliver and Newman Electrical,  

Toy Shop and train museum. 

Now, Hartwells, the old-fashioned ironmongers, who have 

been trading in Bourton for 200 years are closing down.  So 

many times I have been told ‘Try Hartwells’, for all sorts of 

things.   

The community has suffered too since covid, the Friday Club, 

History Society and the Horticultural Show have all ceased. 

We moved to Bourton 30 years ago for the amenities and com-

munity, what a stark change, only a handful of shops for the 

residents now. 

All is not lost, as a new supermarket is looking at a site on the 

industrial estate, but you will need a car to get there. 

I expect other resident will remember more shops that have 

ceased trading. 

So, be thankful for the beautiful countryside still around us. 

Mollie Wise 

HARTWELLS CLOSING DOWN SALE 

By the time you read the November issue of the “Browser”, 

the closing down sale of Hartwells the Ironmongers will al-

ready have started. To begin with, D.I.Y. items, items for the 

garden, plumbing fittings, decorating materials, kitchenware 

and most electrical items will be reduced by 10 %, and, even-

tually, gift items will be reduced as well. 

We still hope to be open until the 30
th

 November, but it would 

be as well to buy what you can while stocks last! 

If any of the shop fittings are of particular interest, please let 

us know, but we will probably need to keep them until the 

end. 

Thank you, yet again, for your continuing support & encour-

agement. 

David & staff 

Chas’ Celebration! 

What a joy to see so many at the Baptist Church last month to 

celebrate Chas’ life.  THANK YOU to everyone who came along 

to join us and also to those who – for various reasons – couldn’t 

attend, but sent messages of condolence and love. 

THANKS to all those who generously baked wonderful cakes, 

scones, traybakes and cup cakes which were thoroughly appre-

ciated by our guests!  Family members too, arrived with French 

cheeses and rillette and Austrian chocolate! 

My gratitude to Sue (Woodley) for her special reflection and 

other church friends for warmly welcoming the congregation 

and manning the technology allowing the whole afternoon to 

run smoothly. 

Finally HUGE thanks for all the generous donations in memory 

of Chas. I have added them to the “pot” I have begun by selling 

items on an internet site and am happy to report that there 

have been cheques of £272 each sent to the Baptist Church, 

Kate’s home Nursing and, of course, Gloucestershire Air Ambu-

lance. 

Thank you EVERYONE. 

Ann Chapman 
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Probably the largest club in the area  

(Now over 300 members !!) 

If you have ceased working full time or raising a family and are 

interested in any of the following, why don't you look us up? 

We neither require nor give any qualifications 

Archaeology          Ballroom Dancing          Reading Books 

Playing Bridge                Country Dancing 

Chatting & Drinking Coffee          Watching Interesting Films 

French Conversation        Table Tennis        Indoor Kurling 

History                    Mahjong         Mexican Trains!! 

Nature walks and Talks      Photography     Reading Plays 

Reading and Writing Poetry              Quizzes 

Playing the Recorder or Ukelele 

Playing Scrabble          Playing Skittles (in a pub!!) 

Country Walking       Eating Sunday Lunch!       

Short Discovery walks            Walking Basketball         

 Watercolour Painting 

Our next General Meeting, 

held in the Royal British Le-

gion Hall in Bourton-on-the-

Water is on Wednesday 26
th

 

November, from 10am to 12 

noon, when Chris O'Grady 

will speak on the subject of 

Walking To Rome.   

The true, uplifting story of one 

man, four pairs of underpants, 

the 2,000 kilometres between 

Pershore & Rome and the 

extraordinary kindness of 

strangers received along the 

way. 

 

For more details on all these topics, please go to:  

www.bourton.u3asite.uk 

Bourton Parish Council  

Official Christmas Tree Light Switch On  

It’s that magical time of year again! Join us on Friday, 28th No-

vember at 5:30pm for the Official Light Switch-On of the Tree 

in the River, a much-loved local tradition that marks the start 

of the festive season. After the lights go on, several local busi-

nesses will be staying open late, offering exclusive deals, fes-

tive treats, and plenty of Christmas cheer (see the list below). 

Bring your family, meet up with friends, and soak up the at-

mosphere, we can’t wait to celebrate with you! Keep an eye on 

social media pages for updates in the coming weeks. 

Dial House – Christmas Market – Artisan stalls and a visit from 

both Grinch and Santa! 

The Willow – Christmas Market – 30 Stalls! 

Old Manse – Christmas Market – Some stalls still available, 

contact directly. 

The Den – Open late – Pulled Pork Baps and Extensive Hot 

Chocolate menu. 

The Old New Inn – Complimentary Mulled Wine and mince 

pies after the switch on. 

Quirky – Open till 7.30pm. 

The Little Nook – Open till 7.30pm. 

Box Bush Café – Homemade hot dogs and Hot Chocolate 

(laced with Rum or Baileys!). 

Chester House Hotel – Complimentary mince pies and festive 

nibbles. 

Magic and Mischief – Open till late, local’s discounts apply. 

Boho House – open till late, locals discounts apply. 

Smiths – Festive burgers available through to the end of De-

cember. 

Chestnuts/Chestnuts FashionFix – Range of offers 

throughout the store, 10% discount available to  

Locals. 

Christmas Shop – Complimentary Festive treats 

and 20% discount for locals. Open till 8pm 

Fresh 4 Lunch – 20% Off Snowman Hot 

Chocolate. 

The Croft – Open for supper until 9pm. 

Everyone welcome 

(Entry £2) 
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QUAKERS  

The Religious Society of Friends 

Every Sunday 11am  

at  The Friends Meeting House,  

Pytt Lane, Burford 

Enquiries welcome Myra Ford 

01451 810484.   

To request a free info pack,  

email: outreach@quaker.org.uk 

Message from the Church 

 The Benefice of Bourton with Clapton &  

 The Rissingtons 

 For Pews News  with information 

www.bourtonparishchurch.co.uk  

Email: admin@bourtonparishchurch.co.uk 

All welcome on Sundays - 11am service every week 

or pop in for a quiet moment during the week 

In Memory - A service of thanksgiving & remembrance  

for those who have died, recently or long ago  2nd Nov at  3pm 

Remembrance Sunday 9th – War Memorial @ 10:45am 

followed by a service at Bourton Baptist Church 

Regular services -Weds.- Midweek Holy Communion @ 10:00am (Coffee after)  

8am Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion – 9th and 23rd 

6pm on 2nd November – This month a quiet service of Compline  

Breakfast Church - Saturday 8th  9am start 

Together on Tuesdays – Lunch Club 12-1.30pm every week – all welcome 

BumbleBeez (parent and child group) every Thursday 9.30-11.30am 

St James, Clapton-on-the-Hill: Morning Worship 2nd & BCP Holy Communion 16th  

Revd Hannah Allen 01451 822918 

Roman Catholic Parish of 

Our Lady & St. Kenelm,  

Stow on the Wold 

stow-bourtoncatholic.net 

Fr. Stephen Lambert 07836 384932 

Email:  

stephen.lambert@cliftondiocese.com 

Weekend Masses: Sat. evening: Vigil 

Mass 6 pm.  Sun. morning:  9 am Sung 

Mass. 

Weekday Masses: At 9 am every day (No 

Mass Sat. mornings). Mass on Tues. takes 

place at St. Lawrence’s at 9 am. Note: 

there are no weekday Masses from 4th-

21st November as Fr. Stephen is away.  

The priest welcomes all enquiries about 

the Christian faith, Baptisms, Confirma-

tions, Weddings, Funerals, the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation, Blessing of   houses, 

etc.  

Special dates:  All Saints Day, Sunday 

November 2nd. Solemn Sung Mass 9 am.    

Commemoration of all the Faithful de-

parted. Monday November 3rd: Requiem 

Mass 9 am. (We pray for all our departed 

relatives and friends). Advent Sunday 

30th November. Solemn Sung Mass 9 

am.     

Young children: We now have a special 

facility for young children from 3 years 

old upwards at all Sunday 9 am Masses.   

Fr. Stephen 

The Water Church/Bourton Baptist Church  

 Minister: Rev Sue Woodley 

 Manse: 01451 820055  Mobile: 07828 781246 

 Church Office: 01451 824225 

 E-mail: minister@bourtonbaptist.co.uk 

Sunday Morning Service 10.30am 

Sunday 9th November 9.45am Remembrance at Bourton Memorial Followed by a 

united service at the Baptist Church 

Communion Sunday 16th 10.30am 

Cafe' Tots Wednesdays 9.15-11.15  Lots of lovely toys, craft and refreshments 

Open4U Thursdays 10-4pm in the church hall. A light lunch is served at 12.30pm and 

refreshments available through the day 

Coffee Morning Saturday 8th Nov 10-12 

Network 828 Christmas Special at the British Legion Saturday 29th Nov 7pm 

Some years ago, I lived in Hong Kong 

with my family. The weather was hot and 

humid with blue skies every day. The sun 

was always shining and Christmas on the 

beach always felt strange. Occasionally 

there would be a sudden change and a 

typhoon would blow in with torrential 

rain and fierce winds. I would often re-

flect on the change of seasons in the UK. 

It was one of the things I missed most 

but also a reminder that life can shift 

suddenly from calm to chaos, like sum-

mer turning into an unexpected storm. 

Solomon was a very godly, wealthy man 

full of wisdom but who made mistakes. 

He wrote: 

“To everything there is a season and a 

time for every matter under heaven.” At 

the end of his life he concluded that life 

without God is pointless. 

This month, we will take time to thought-

fully reflect on some of the darkest peri-

ods in our history and the cost to so 

many. We should also reflect on cur-

rent wars around the world but Sunday 

30th November is the first Sunday in 

Advent. It begins a season leading up 

to Christmas when the light of Jesus 

Christ was preparing to break into a 

world full of darkness. No matter the 

season you are currently in why not 

take  time this advent season  to re-

flect on the miracle of Christmas and 

the hope that life with Jesus brings. 

“The Life-Light blazed out of the dark-

ness; the darkness couldn’t put it out.” 

John 1:5 MSG   Rev Sue Woodley 

INK CARTRIDGE RECYCLING 

A big thank you to everyone who 

participated, but we regret that St 

Lawrence Church is no longer able to 

accept ink cartridges for recycling.     
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Sixth Form Open Evening 

Do you want to study at an outstanding Sixth Form? Join us at 

The Cotswold School on Thursday 13 November, 5.30-8pm. 

Most of our students continue their studies with us, and we 

warmly welcome new students from other schools. The eve-

ning is a great opportunity to explore options, meet our spe-

cialist teachers, and see what makes our Sixth Form such a 

supportive and ambitious environment. Whether you’re inter-

ested in A Levels or Level 3 vocational qualifications, students 

benefit from excellent teaching, tailored careers guidance, 

support with university and apprenticeship applications, work 

experience, and a wide range of enrichment opportunities. 

Open Event 

This term, we were delighted to welcome Year 5 and 6 pupils 

and their families to our Open Mornings and Open Evening. 

Visitors could see the school in action, explore facilities, and 

enjoy interactive activities across departments. A huge thank 

you to everyone who joined us – we loved meeting you! 

Macmillan Cake Sale 

A big thank you to everyone who supported our recent Mac-

millan Cake Sale, held in memory of our much-missed col-

league, SENDCo Jenny Illingworth. Three years ago, we lost 

Mrs Illingworth, who had bravely fought cancer since 2016. 

Macmillan offered her and her family incredible support, help-

ing them in all sorts of ways, and it was a charity very close to 

her heart. Thanks to your generosity, we raised over £1,200 for 

Macmillan Cancer Support, making the event a wonderful trib-

ute and a real success. 

Upcoming Events 

We’re excited to invite alumni to a Festive Drinks Reception on 

Thursday 4 December, ahead of our annual Christmas Carol 

Concert. Guests are invited to tour the school, reconnect with 

classmates and staff, and enjoy drinks kindly sponsored by 

Wine Traders. Please visit https://

www.cotswold.gloucs.sch.uk/alumni-events/ to register. 

Don’t miss the PTA Quiz Night on Friday 21 November - a fun 

evening of trivia, teamwork, and prizes! 

Will Morgan 

Headteacher  

www.cotswold.gloucs.sch.uk/latest-news 

For The Younger Generations 

Four Shires Swimming Club 

Whether you’re a confident young novice swimmer, a seri-

ous older swimmer aiming for County and Regionals, or a 

Masters swimmer focused on fitness or competition, Four 

Shires Swimming Club offers a fun, friendly, and supportive 

environment to help you reach your goals. We welcome 

swimmers aged 8 and above, starting from Swim England 

Stage 6, and provide a structured pathway through our De-

velopment, Competition, Performance, and Masters squads. 

With flexible training sessions held at Chipping Norton Lei-

sure Centre, Kingham Hill School, and Sibford School, you’ll 

build skills, stamina, and confidence in a motivating squad 

atmosphere. Our recent highlights include South East Re-

gional Championships competitors and a national silver 

medal for Masters swimmer Mike Ireland. We’re also cur-

rently recruiting for swimming coaches to join our team. 

Saturday mornings, Sunday afternoons, and weekday eve-

nings available. Swim teaching experience essential. “4 

Shires helped me go from lessons to Regionals – the 

coaches are so supportive, and I love being part of the 

club!”– Ben, P. 

Trial sessions available now! Visit www.4ssc.co.uk or email 

membership@4ssc.co.uk 

Rhona Fraser 
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 Local Groups and Organisations  for the  YOUNGER  GENERATION 

Beavers    Stephanie Lewis  07308 144397 

    1stbourtonbeavers@gmail.com 

Bourton Gymnastics   Tom Eden  01451 870778 

    Bourtongymnastics.co.uk 

Bourton Primary School     820458 

Bourton Road Runners Juniors  Chris Hartley/Richard  Buffton  0772 0509894 

    brrjuniors@gmail.com 

Bourton Rovers Youth (U10 Upwards) -  Catherine Williams   07889 694545 

Bourton Rovers Youth (U9 & below) -  Amy Wright   07876 458571  

Bourton Vale Cricket Club  Lucy Gillespie   07949 227128 

    craiglucygillespie@yahoo.com 

B’n Vale Equestrian Centre   Leanne Launchbury   821101 

Bourton Vale Tennis Club  Kingsley Harris    07879 644218  

    www.bourtontennisclub.org 

Bumblebeez  babies & pre-school tots   Pat Taylor   07518 457652 

Cafe Tots      Sue Woodley    07828 781246 

Children’s Jujitsu   Andy or Hayley  07951 587398 

Cubs    Nick Hawke  07788 406728  

    1stbourtoncubs@gmail.com 

Hockey    Rhys Davies  07817 108970 

Little Hurricanes (Babies & Toddlers) littlehurricanes@hotmail.com 

Pre-School   Lisa Sorley  07950 048066 

Scouts    Phil   1stbourtonscouts@gmail.com 

Squirrels    Emily                   1stbourtonsquirrels@gmail.com 

4Shires Swimming   Jo Shaw   membership@4ssc.uk.uk 

Taekwon-do    Lee Chapman   01285 640500 

The Cotswold School     820554  

Youth Club   Lynda Hicks  07867 121122 

Youth Theatre   Sarah Dowie     sarah@cotswold youththeatre.co.uk 

The Cotswold Youth Theatre  

We’re excited to share that starting this No-

vember, The Cotswold Youth Theatre will be-

come part of Sparkhouse Creatives CIC — a 

new non-profit organisation dedicated to mak-

ing the arts more accessible, affordable, and community-

focused. 

Sparkhouse Creatives strives to create safe, inclusive, and 

inspiring spaces across the rural Cotswolds, supporting local 

artists and celebrating our region’s rich culture and heritage. 

This exciting new chapter was marked by another successful 

Arts Camp during the Halloween half term, where partici-

pants explored a wide range of creative activities — from 

music and painting to dance and movie-making. 

To help us bring even more creative opportunities to the 

community, we’re asking for your support through our Space-

hive crowdfunder. Every donation — no matter how small — 

will make a real difference in getting 

our project up and running. 

Scan the QR code or visit our Space-

hive page to donate today!  

You can also look up Sparkhouse Crea-

tives online for more information 

about our mission, upcoming events, and ways to get in-

volved. 

If you’re a local artist, volunteer, or someone who wants to 

support the arts, we’d love to hear from you! Get involved and 

help us grow this vibrant creative community. 

Be sure to follow us on social media for updates on future pro-

jects and events.@Sparkhousecreatives 

Jennifer Morafkova  
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 Bourton Primary Academy 

What an impressive first half term to our school year we have 

had! Our new reception intake has settled in incredibly well, 

it is as if they have always been with us already. Year 6 have 

kick started their last year at our school with an amazing resi-

dential visit and impressed us with their determination and 

attitude to tackle so many obstacles while they were away. 

 

We officially opened the 

roundhouse in September 

and were so grateful to 

the 2 skilled craftsmen 

(Dan and Antony) for 

coming back to talk to us 

in assembly all about how 

the work was completed and cut the ribbon! The next round 

of fundraising has already begun for FOBS and they are busy 

planning the Christmas Fair.  

We have welcomed all of our parents in for the first open af-

ternoon of the year and made it a special one by combining 

our harvest celebration. The children all had the opportunity 

to perform a song as well as share some harvest related activi-

ties in their classrooms. 

As well as all of this, we have managed to squeeze in some 

sporting events. All of the KS2 children were able to compete 

in a cross-country event at The Cotswold School with 55 chil-

dren taking part and The Y3/4 team came 2
nd

, the Y5/6 boys 

came 4
th

, Y3/4 girls came 4
th

 and the Y5/6 girls came 2
nd

. We 

invited many schools from our cluster to join us for 2 football 

tournaments in October and entered several teams. We were 

very pleased that Bourton won the final for the Year 5/6 team 

and the Year 3/4 team. A big thank you to the young leaders 

from The Cotswold School for helping referee! 

 

Tori Gainford, 

Deputy Headteacher 
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Headspace: Local Charity Launches Online Auction 

to Support Young People’s Mental Health 

Headspace, the North Cotswolds charity supporting young peo-

ple’s mental health and wellbeing — has launched its first-ever 

Charity Online Auction, raising vital funds to support its work 

with local young people and families. 

The auction is now live throughout November, featuring an 

ever-growing list of fantastic prizes generously donated by 

local businesses and supporters. New lots are being added 

daily, so there’s always something new to bid on! 

From luxury experiences and family days out to dining treats 

and short breaks, there’s something for everyone. 

Some of the exciting lots include: 

 A week in Cornwall at a 7-bed holiday home 

 Distillery and brewery tours from Wood Brothers, Hawk-

stone, and Hook Norton 

 Fourballs at top golf courses including Celtic Manor, Trevose, 

Burford, The Wychwood, and Manor House (Castle Coombe) 

 Dining at The Chip Shed, Venezia Italian, and Slaughters 

Country Inn 

 A Beautylicious Bourton massage, LEGO sets, Go Ape tickets, 

and much more 

Headspace CEO Paul Heming said: 

“We’ve been blown away by the generosity of local businesses 

and individuals. Every prize donated helps us raise essential 

funds to provide counselling, mentoring, and wellbeing sessions 

for young people who need our support. This is a brilliant ex-

ample of our community coming together to make a real differ-

ence.” 

All auction details, including how to view and bid on items, can 

be found at:  

www.myheadspace.org.uk/news-events/online-auction-

november-2025 

Every donating business will also be featured on Headspace’s 

social media channels during November as part of a thank-you 

campaign celebrating their generosity and community spirit. 

Headspace has been providing mental health and wellbeing 

support to young people since 2017. Based in the North Cots-

wolds, the charity works with local schools, families, and com-

munity organisations to ensure every young person can access 

the help they need to cope with life’s pressures. 

For more information, visit www.myheadspace.org.uk   

or contact Paul Heming, CEO of Headspace, at 

paul.heming@myheadspace.org.uk     

07748 965227.  
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Wychwood Players’   

next production for the Autumn  

will be:   

'Enchanted April'  

by Matthew Barber.  

Previously a very successful 1991 film, 

starring Miranda Richardson, Josie Law-

rence and Joan Plowright, it was nomi-

nated for three Academy Awards and 

Richardson and Plowright were 

awarded the Golden Globe for Best 

Actress in a Musical or Comedy and 

Best Supporting Actress, respectively. 

Hazel Hughes will be directing and says 

“It’s a charming story starting in 1920s 

London and ending in an Italian villa!  

Two housewives recruit two very differ-

ent women to embark on a holiday and 

get away from their bleak lives.  

In their new  enchanting surroundings 

they learn more about themselves - and 

one another - and regain precious hap-

piness! It’s a wonderful and uplifting 

story for any month of the year! 

The performances will be at New Bea-

consfield Hall, Shipton under 

Wychwood OX7 6BQ on 27th, 28th and 

29th November at 7.30pm. 

Tickets are £12.00 plus booking fee and 

will be available from Ticket source 

from mid October.  

Further details available at: 

www.wychwoodplayers.com             

Ralph Wears 

Bourton Roadrunners 

As the Gloucestershire County Road 

Race Series fast approaches its conclu-

sion, five Bourton Roadrunners travelled 

to Sharpness in the Stroud district of 

Gloucestershire for the Sharpness 4 mile 

event this weekend.  The deceptively 

undulating course, taking in the Sharp-

ness docks, attracted some of the best 

runners from around the county seeking 

valuable competition points.  

In-form Steph Lane led the Bourton 

team home, finishing second woman 

and first in the LV35 category in a fine 

time of 24 minutes and 13 sec-

onds.  Next was Kevin Goodwill in 25:53, 

while Rebecca Townsend claimed sec-

ond in the Senior Lady category in a 

swift 27:24.  Liz Hulcup won the LV70 

category in 33:47 and claiming a rare 

finish ahead of club-mate Tony Goodwill 

in 34:39.  

On the same day Pippa Marsden and 

Kieran Vallance took on the challenges 

of the Oxford Half Marathon, where 

Pippa was running to say a special thank 

you to the staff of Oxford Hospital, who 

had saved the life of her young son last 

year.  Her hard work was rewarded with 

a finishing time of one hour, 53 minutes 

and 29 seconds.  Kieran, who was run-

ning in his first half marathon, was de-

lighted with 2:05:24 for the 13.1 mile 

distance and comfortably inside the 2:15 

target that he had set himself.  

Steph Lane at 

Sharpness 4 

mile race 

Further afield, Susan Hunt had travelled 

to the picturesque village of Kinloch Ran-

noch in the Scottish Highlands.  Having 

taken part in their full marathon last 

year, Susan fancied the Loch Rannoch 

Half this year, with the opportunity of 

taking in the views from the south side 

of the Loch.  Susan finished in one hour, 

56 minutes and 3 seconds with the addi-

tional reward of being second in the 

LV60 category.  

Rounding off a busy Sunday, Peter Car-

rick was the club’s sole adult participant 

to make the journey to Tinkley Gate, 

near Nympsfield, for the first fixture in 

this season’s Gloucestershire Cross 

Country league.  Whilst Peter put in a 

strong performance and enjoyed the 

experience, he was out-gunned by the 

sheer number of talented runners from 

the University of Bath, and is already 

looking forward to the second race at 

Cirencester in November for a re-match.  

Louise, Gillian and John 

Peter Carrick 

at Tinkley 

Gate, 

Gloucester-

shire Cross 

Country 

league 
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Burial Space in Bourton-on-the-Water:  

Appeal for Suitable Land 
The Parish Council would like to update residents on the cur-

rent status of burial provision within Bourton-on-the-Water 

Cemetery, located on Cemetery Lane off Station Road. The 

available burial space at this site is now extremely limited and 

nearing full capacity. Unfortunately, expansion of the existing 

cemetery is not feasible as the adjacent allotment land, 

owned by the Parish Council, lies within a Scheduled Ancient 

Monument (SAM) site, meaning any development there 

would likely be prohibited due to the potential impact on ar-

chaeological heritage. 

As there is no additional land currently allocated for cemetery 

use within the parish, the Parish Council could be unable to 

accommodate future burials within the parish within the next 

8-10 years unless a new site can be found for this purpose.  

The availability of burial space is a matter of concern for the 

whole parish. Being able to lay loved ones to rest within their 

local community is a valued tradition—one that offers com-

fort, continuity, and a sense of belonging. To preserve this 

option for future generations in Bourton-on-the-Water, it is 

essential that we begin planning now. 

To address this, the Parish Council is appealing to landowners 

and residents for assistance. Council is seeking a parcel of land 

approximately 1 acre in size that could be considered for use 

as a future burial site. Ideally, the land should meet the fol-

lowing criteria: 

Located within or close to Bourton-on-the-Water 

Relatively level and accessible 

Free from major planning or environmental constraints 

If you own or are aware of any land that may be suitable, we 

encourage you to contact the Parish Council Office on 01451 

820712 or assistant.clerk@bourtononthewater-pc.gov.uk. All 

enquiries will be handled with sensitivity and discretion. 

Your support and input are greatly appreciated. 

Community Meeting: Take Back Our Village  

Date: Thursday, 27th November 

Time: 6:30 p.m. 

Location: Bourton-on-the-Water Baptist Church, 

Station Road 

Following an initial meeting facilitated by District Cllr Jon 

Wareing, a Steering Group of residents has been established 

to move forward with Bourton Residents’ Voice. 

Join your local County Councillor Paul Hodgkinson, along with 

the leaders of Gloucestershire County Council and Cotswold 

District Council, for a special community meeting. 

This is your opportunity to share your thoughts, concerns, 

and ideas about the growing issue of over-tourism and the 

impact this has on local residents and our social, economic 

and natural environment. Even if you’d just like to listen, your 

presence matters. 

The village belongs to all of us. 

We’re working together to restore balance — so residents 

can enjoy living here just as much as visitors enjoy visiting. 

Please don’t be shy — your voice and support are vital. 

Come along and be part of the conversation. 

Jon Wareing   

bourtonresidentsvoice@gmail.com 
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Bourton Panto Group 

A Tale As Old As Time Coming This January  

– Plus a Festive Fundraiser! 

Rehearsals are in full swing for our magical up-

coming pantomime – Beauty and the Beast – and we can’t wait 

to bring this timeless tale to life for you this January! With 

laughter, songs, dancing, and a few surprises along the way, 

this family favourite promises to be our most enchanting show 

yet. 

Our cast and crew are already hard at work, and spirits are 

high as we build the world of Belle, the Beast, and a castle full 

of quirky characters. Whether you’re a regular at our pantos or 

a first-time visitor, you’re in for a real treat. 

Tickets on Sale from 26th November! 

Tickets for Beauty and the Beast go live on Tuesday 26th No-

vember – just in time to pop some panto magic under the tree! 

You can find the link to book on our website, Facebook, and 

Instagram pages (Bourton Panto Group), or contact Margaret 

directly on 07791 917684. 

Christmas Charity Band Concert   

Featuring Carols and Festive Tunes   

Saturday 6
th

 December 7:30pm 

North Cotswolds Rotary are delighted to 

welcome back the Waterloo Band and Bugles of the 7th Rifles 

to the stage in the main hall at The Cotswold School in Bour-

ton-on-the-Water on Saturday 6th December 2025. The Band 

will be playing their specially arranged Christmas programme 

which will include the opportunity to sing along to carols. 

There will be a fully licensed bar, a free mince pie at the inter-

val and a raffle with prizes that include Christmas ham-

pers.  Come along and enjoy the warm atmosphere and festive 

spirit. Accompanied children under 15 are free and you’ll be 

helping raise funds for the Royal British Legion and Rotary 

Charities. Tickets available from Bourton-on-the-Water and 

Stow-on-the-Wold Post Offices. 

North Cotswolds Rotary Welcomes New Member 

On Tuesday 7
th

 October President 

Elect, Keelin McLeman, and Steve 

Smith inducted the latest corporate 

member, Elizabeth Ameru, from 

Bourton Podiatry to the Club. Eliza-

beth is a wonderful new addition to 

the Club, and we’re sure our feet 

will also benefit from her knowl-

edge!                 John Barber 

Join Us for Our Christmas Quiz Night – A Festive Fundraiser! 

To help raise funds for the production, we’re hosting a Christ-

mas Quiz Night on Friday 5th December at The Victoria Hall – 

full of festive fun, prizes, and seasonal cheer. Gather your 

team, test your Christmas knowledge, and enjoy a night of 

merry competition — all in support of your local pantomime 

group. See our poster for more info! 

Thank you for supporting local theatre – we can’t wait to see 

you at the quiz night and in the audience this January! 

Emily Franks and Clodagh Ogden 
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WESTCOTE VILLAGE HALL 

Saturday 22nd November at 7.30pm 

CarmenCo presents A POCKET OPERA 

A concert of Spanish music presented as a play, roughly fol-

lowing the storyline of Bizet's 'Carmen' but told from Car-

men's point of view.  Wonderful musicianship, spellbinding 

storytelling ... and laugh out loud funny at times too! 

Tickets £16 from westcote.bookings@gmail.com or ring Chris-

tine 07834 493637. 

Combe Mill, Blenheim Palace Sawmills, Combe, OX29 8ET 

Christmas Fayre, Sunday 30
th

 November,   

11.00am to 4.00pm. (`Not in Steam`) 

FREE ENTRY  & CAR PARKING 

Don't miss out, come along and bring the children. `Listen to a 

story with Santa, get a present, (book a slot from Combe Mill  

Website).   

Browse the Christmas Market Stalls for gifts, enjoy the hot 

food BBQ and the tea room will be open.  There will be a 

grand raffle with fantastic prizes, a tombola and the gift shop 

will be open too.  

Combe Mill's blacksmiths will be in the Forge and their items 

will be on sale, along with wood turners’ items. these all make 

for very popular gifts for Christmas.   

Combe Mill is a late 19
th

 Century Restored Water Mill on Blen-

heim Palace Estate by the River Evenlode.  

Dogs on leads are most welcome.  Combe Mill cannot be held 

responsible for attractions that cancel. 

Bourton Vale Horticultural society  

your friendly garden club 

What a strange year – I’m desperate to plant my bulbs but my 

pots are looking almost as good as they did in the summer so it 

seems shame to empty them.  But it has to be done. 

Our speaker at the October meeting was Philip Aubury and his 

subject was Ponds and Water features.  Philip began his career 

as a student at the Birmingham Botanical Gardens and then 

studied at Pershore college.  After a few years with the City’s 

Park Department in 1987, he returned to the Botanical gar-

dens as a Director where he stayed for 20 years before retiring 

in 2007.   He has always had a passion for ponds and showed 

us how to build a pond, the best plants, that a gravel “beach” 

is essential to allow birds to drink and frogs to get in an out 

and how important it is to have the right pond in the right 

place.  So, in a formal setting close to the house, a square/

rectangular shape is best. Also a pond should have 60-70% leaf 

cover but also important to control the size of plants.  Lots of 

very interesting and helpful advice. 

Surprisingly we only had two entries for the competition of 

three dahlia stems and this was won by Pauline Chaplin. 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday, 12
th

 November, starting at 

the usual time of 7.30 pm in the Baptist Church Hall in Station 

Road, Bourton when our speaker will be David Fisher who will 

be giving demonstrations and advice on “Garden Equipment 

Maintenance”.  If you have any tools that need sharpening 

bring them along, you might be lucky and have yours sharp-

ened or at least be told the best way to sharpen them. 

 The competition will be a Display of Seed Heads. 

Happy gardening 

Sheila Thorpe 

07973 391741 

sheila@bobblefarm.co.uk 
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Irene’s Charity  Knitting Circle 

We meet on the 2nd Wednesday of each month, 10am- 

12.00pm at Willoughby Place, Station Road, Bourton-on-the-

Water.  Do come and join us.  Enjoy coffee/tea with biscuits. 

Everything we receive will be donated to worthy causes. 

There is no parking available at Willoughby Place, but we can 

collect anyone who needs a lift within Bourton.    

For details, call either: Irene or Peter on: 

01451 824175  

or 07764 699594. 

Bourton Probus Club 

At our meeting on 22nd September, long-

standing member Brian Dickens, talked about 

retirement and all that he had been involved 

with since then. Other members also spoke 

about post retirement opportunities that they had found. The 

moral of the session was that there are many opportunities for 

older people after retirement and that the worst thing was to 

stagnate. 

On 13th October Peter Covey Crump took us on a walk from 

London to Edinburgh via the diary of John Kingswell. He re-

minded us that in 1807, you either walked or took the coach, 

which was very expensive.. He reminded us that both Words-

worth and Coleridge were prolific walkers, and that much of 

Wordsworth’s poems were thought of during the walks. He 

took us on an interesting walk with pictures from the period, 

and the many fascinating characters that he met on the 

road.  Everyone seemed very friendly to walkers in those days, 

and he always had a welcome when he knocked on a door. 

Interestingly, we learned that peddlers were well re-

spected and were, in fact, the business men of the day as 

shops were mainly cobblers and vital suppliers of food and 

drink. 

Our meeting on 24th November is an Extraordinary General 

Meeting to discuss the future of the Club. At the time of writ-

ing, no-one had come forward to fill the vacant spots on the 

committee, which if not filled would mean the Club would 

have to close.  I would urge all members, even if you have not 

been to a meeting for some time, to attend this vital meeting 

on the future of the Club. 

Roger Harris 
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Bourton WI 

On Tuesday Bourton 

WI was given a very interesting insight 

into the running of the British Legion and 

the Poppy Appeal by Mike Marshall. 

Mike spoke about how the poppy was 

adopted as an emblem after World War 

One when the mud of the Flanders bat-

tlefields was transformed as disturbed 

poppy seeds grew and flowered. 

The British Legion helped soldiers and 

veterans of the First and Second World 

Wars and it is still helping soldiers in-

jured in Korea, The Falklands, Northern 

Ireland, Bosnia, Iraq and Afghanistan. 

By the 1950’s there were 5500 units of 

the British Legion in the UK. 

Many Volunteers were lost during Covid 

either succumbing to the disease or 

needing to shield with a loved one. 

Guided Walks with the 

Cotswold Voluntary 

Wardens 

Details of the walks available are de-

scribed on the website (below). Please 

check walk details carefully on the 

website, including whether booking is 

necessary. Additional walks may be 

published on the website. 

https://www.cotswolds-nl.org.uk 

Gotherington and around Oxenton Hill 

- Tuesday 4
th

 November – Moderate 

3.5hr, 6.5ml. 

Skirting Oxenton Hill we visit the quiet 

villages of Oxenton, Teddington and 

Alstone passing Dixton Hill on our re-

turn. Bring a snack/drink.  Start: 

10.00am The Shutter Inn, Gotherington.  

OS Map ref: SO 959 297. W3W: 

take.joints.doctor 

Shorter and Steadier  #11 – Kineton - 

Friday 7
th

 November – Moderate 2hr 

3.5ml.  Walks in the Shorter and Stead-

ier series are taken at a gentler pace, for 

those who fear that most Warden 

guided walks are a bit too challenging. 

This walk has a gentle climb through 

open countryside with great views on 

the way to Kineton village. We cross the 

River Windrush twice on ancient clap-

per bridges before heading to Guiting 

Woods and then back to the car park, 

across yet another bridge and past the 

remains of a water mill.  Start: 10.00am 

Small public car park on Critchford Lane 

near Kineton.  OS Map ref: SP 085 258. 

W3W: print.frightens.remind  

PLEASE use appropriate footwear as 

some walks may be steep and muddy in 

places. EASY - Length may vary but ter-

rain is mainly flat (level); MODERATE - 

includes some hills and rough ground. 

We welcome guide and hearing dogs - 

sorry, others not allowed. 

Walks are free although we do invite do-

nations to help fund our conservation 

and improvement work.   

Some of the larger supermarkets help 

by taking the collecting tins into their 

Finance Departments and sending the 

money collected directly to the British 

Legion. 

The British Legion helps veterans and 

their families in many ways; assistance 

for the homeless and the disabled, pro-

viding artificial limbs and hospital help 

and also dementia care and support. 

22,000 veterans were helped in 2024 

and that is why donations are so impor-

tant.  Next time you see a Poppy seller, 

don’t cross the street to avoid them 

think of the important work that they 

are helping to fund.    June 
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Updating Groups and Hire of Halls In-

formation: We’d be grateful if commu-

nity groups and those involved in the 

hire of halls could check that the infor-

mation in our columns is still correct.  

We only know what you tell us! 

Articles: We welcome articles, letters, 

poems, etc (maximum 300 words) & 

photographs, from adults, children and 

local community groups on any subjects 

of local interest.   

Bourton On-line Village 

Diary: To see what’s go-

ing on in Bourton for this, 

and future months, use 

the QR code or go to our 

website, see below.  

If you are planning a Bourton based 

event, email the details to: 

team@bourtonbrowser.co.uk  We will 

add them to the on-line village diary and 

include them in the “Diary Dates” col-

umn in the relevant month’s Browser. 

Events welcome for dates throughout 

2025.   

The on-line diary is a useful tool that can 

prevent major events clashing, so check 

it before scheduling your event!   

Remember we can only put events in if  

you tell us about them! 

team@bourtonbrowser.co.uk  

www.bourtonbrowser.co.uk 

Bourton Browser  Bourton Browser  Bourton Browser  Bourton Browser      
Team NewsTeam NewsTeam NewsTeam News    

Supporting the Seabirds  

of Punta San Juan, Peru 

In September I spent 16 days at the 

Punta San Juan Program in Peru, home to 

millions of breeding seabirds as well as 

Fur Seals and Sea Lions due to its location 

on the nutrient rich Humboldt Current.  

The reserve has been a protected site 

since 1909.  However, the area is facing 

many issues that threaten these popula-

tions, including El Nino, Avian Influenza, 

Overfishing, Pollution and the effects of 

the Guano Harvest (digging bird poo for 

fertiliser). 

Our main task was the construction of 

artificial nests for 2026.  The population 

are not producing enough chicks so the 

hope is that by building 100 nests, adding 

to the 90 on site already, this would in-

crease their success.  Many nesting Hum-

boldts were on the surface and vulner-

able to Vultures, Gulls and exposed to 

the Sun, so the nests should provide 

some cover. 

We also had to monitor the effects of 

the Guano Harvesting on the Penguins.  

Two volunteers were looking for any 

disturbance from the harvest & this was 

all put into a database going back sev-

eral months. 

We did a daily walk of the coast looking 

for tagged sea lions, and any fatalities, 

any interactions with rubbish and also 

recording any ‘unusual bird species’.   

My absolute favourite experience at PSJ 

was the day I got to join one of the bi-

ologists out on his rounds checking hard 

to access nests.  These were in caves, 

you had to toss stones in first to make 

sure no Sea Lions were present.  We 

were able to observe many nests and 

even some very small chicks, as well as 

Vampire Bats. 

It was an incredible experience and we 

will continue to support PSJ and will be 

setting up donation points in the park. 

Alistair Keen, Head Keeper,  

Birdland Park & Gardens 
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Archery Club                        GRArcheryClub@gmail.com 

Badminton Club   clclare@gmail.com 

Bell Ringers, BOW    Stephanie Hemming 01451 810996 

Bell Ringers , Gt Ris    Andrew Fleming   07711 867280 

Bourton Book Club  csandles75@gmail.com   

Bourton Road Runners   Nicky Patterson Brr.clubsec@gmail.com. 

Bourton Rovers Chairman  Liam Williams   07769 216528 

Bourton Vale Cricket Club  Kevin Langley  07375 033609 

Bourton Vale Tennis Club  www.bourtontennisclub.org 

Brass & Silver Bands  Stephanie Hemming 01451 810996 

Community Day Club  Support Service team 01608 652019 

Cotswold Friends      01608 651415  
    www.cotswoldsfriends.org 

Cotswold Yoga   Nazuna Yeo  07490858775 

Dementia Friendly  Café   Kathy Chesters    07746 672726 

Fitness League   Kathy Kirk  01993 882350 

Gardening Club   Sheila Thorpe   07973391741 

Glos. Advanced Motorists   Rod Harrison.         01451 821605 

Hockey Club   admin@bashc.co.uk  

Jubilee Lodge      01451 823100 

McTimoney Practitioner  Tina Hamer  07884 312559 

Men in Sheds    Keith        01451 831886 

Moreton Bowls Club  Linda Bennett mbcbowling1@gmail.com 

North Cotswold Arts Association Jeni Smith  078506 50763 

North Cotswold Gymnastics Club Caroline Gill  01451 263130 

OPEN 4U   Barbara Newstead 01451 824225 

Panto Group        Angela Layton   01451 821344.  

Probus Club   Kevin Hick   01451 860435 

Rotary Club Nth Cotswolds Steve Whincup   07488 365908  

Royal British Legion Bourton  Bill McKenzie   01451 824303 

Rural Cinema   Mollie Wise   01451 822365 

Scottish Dancing Group  Christine Bucknall    01993 830760  

   Bucknallce@gmail.com    

Short Led Walks   Carol Price   01451 810305 

Stay strong & Steady  Cally Maxwell  07957 546 067 

    cotswoldactivehealth@gmail.com 

Stow Textile Group  Julie Smith   01608 651006 

T’ai Chi           Valerie Ward      07779 746346 

u3a  Bourton & District  www.bourton.u3asite.uk 

Victoria Hall   Sue  Roberts  01451 822230 

Village  Warden   Steve Cotton  07729 114833 

Volunteer Help Centre      01608 651415 

WI        Pat Taylor   07518 457 652 

Windrush Carers Support Group  Barbara Newstead   01451 821523 

4 Shires Swimming Club  Jo Shaw     membership@4ssc.uk.uk 

LOCAL GROUPS AND ORGANISATIONS     For amendments email:   

team@bourtonbroswer.co.uk   or call 01451 822431   

 

Celebrating Local: Cotswold Collective App Launch 

Comes to Bourton 
Bourton is set to host a celebration of all things local this No-

vember, as Cotswold Collective marks the launch of its brand-

new app with a special evening at The Old New Inn. The event 

will bring together local businesses and Cotswold Collective 

members for a night of drinks, connection and community 

spirit in the heart of the village. 

The Old New Inn, home to the iconic Model Village, recently 

joined Cotswold Collective as a Partner, making it the perfect 

venue for the launch. It’s a fitting choice too; the pub’s charac-

ter and heritage reflect everything the Collective stands for, 

from community and local pride to supporting the businesses 

that make the Cotswolds so special. 

Join us on Thursday 20 November, 6 – 9pm at The Old New 

Inn for a relaxed evening of conversation and celebration. 

Meet others who share your love of the Cotswolds and hear 

more about how Cotswold Collective is helping people shop, 

eat and explore more locally. Tickets are £10 and include a 

drink. Register your place here: https://bit.ly/ccapplaunch. 

Cotswold Collective already works with over 400 local busi-

nesses across the region, including a growing number right 

here in Bourton: The Old New Inn & The Model Village, Cots-

wolds Distillery, BOHO House, Soul Bowl, Cotswold RAW. Sea-

sonal Soul Home and Reflexology with Chrissy. Members enjoy 

exclusive perks, savings and little extras at these much-loved 

spots, all while supporting the local economy. 

And as the festive season approaches, why not give someone 

something a little different this year? A Cotswold Collective 

membership makes the perfect Christmas gift, supporting lo-

cal businesses while helping the recipient discover new fa-

vourites across the Cotswolds. Gift a membership for just £30 

here: www.cotswoldcollective.co/gift-a-membership/. 

Join our celebration, raise a glass to local and see in the party 

season by gifting a Cotswold Collective membership to help 

our local businesses thrive. 
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Rates and Dates for advertising 

in the BOURTON BROWSER  BOURTON BROWSER  BOURTON BROWSER  BOURTON BROWSER   
Full details:  ww.bourtonbrowser.co.uk  

6 x 9 cm per mth £36, per 3 mths £77, 

per 6 mths £148,  per 12 mths £275.  9 

x 12 cm per mth £72, per 3 mths £154, 

per 6 mths £296, per 12 mths £550.   

Deadline 15
th

 of preceding month. 

Email team@bourtonbrowser.co.uk to 

enquire about booking.   State size re-

quired & attach advert as a jpeg or pdf.  

I will confirm if space is available or you 

may call 01451 822431 to discuss.  Ad-

vertising spaces are limited, early book-

ing & prompt payment is essential.   

Delivery—We print 2300 copies & aim 

to deliver to every house in Bourton-

on-the-Water & Clapton-on-the-Hill.               

Ray Dodd, Advertising Manager 

ABOUT THE BOURTON BROWSERBOURTON BROWSERBOURTON BROWSERBOURTON BROWSER 

All articles received will be printed 

wherever possible in the magazine & on 

the website, however we reserve the 

right not to print anonymous letters or 

anything of a defamatory or controver-

sial nature.   

We have a word limit of 300 words per 

article.   

If your contact details appear in the 

Bourton Browser they will be on our 

website copy.  If you do not want this 

to happen, tell us.  Unless we hear from 

you, we will assume consent.   

The views of contributors to the Bour-

ton Browser may not necessarily be 

those of the Editor, nor can the Bourton 

Browser accept any responsibilities in 

connection with any companies or or-

ganisations mentioned. 

Bourton Library 
The George Moore Community Centre, 

Moore Road, Bourton-on-the-Water,  

GL54 2AZ.  01451 820964  

Opening Hours   
Tues 10am-1pm, Wed 2-5pm, Fri 

10am-1pm & 2-5pm, Sat 10am-1pm.   

Friendly staff & volunteers.    

Internet access,  

Advert Printing & Photocopying.  

www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries   

Emily Sutton-Redford   

07823 429150 

The Bourton Browser  Bourton Browser  Bourton Browser  Bourton Browser      
is printed by Peter Dunford,  

01608 658104,   

petedunf@aol.com  


