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   Bourton-on-the-Water Parish News 

The DEADLINE for Adverts & Articles for the March edition is Noon on 13th February 

DIARY DATES 

Baptist Church Hall = BCH 

British Legion Hall = BLH 

Cricket Club Pavilion = CCP 

George Moore Community Centre=  GMCC 

Jubilee Lodge = JL Market Close = MC 

North Cotswold Sale Room= NCS 

St Lawrence Church = StLC 

Victoria Hall = VH Willoughby Place = WP 

News from the Parish Council – February 2026 

Although much of our work happens behind the scenes, January’s 

meeting covered a number of visible, practical steps to improve day‑-
to‑day life in the village. Here’s what we’ve been working on and 

what’s coming up. 

Tourism levy and village services 

The tourism levy collected at Rissington Road car park is ring fenced for Bourton-on-the-

Water and is used specifically to help manage the impact of visitors on the village. This 

funding supports services including the Village Warden, additional parking enforcement 

during peak periods, and the ongoing maintenance and protection of shared spaces 

such as the Village Green and village footpaths. 

How levy funding is being used this year  

The 2025-2026 levy funding has been allocated to support projects including the devel-

opment of a visitor traffic management strategy, drainage works near Jubilee Orchard, 

repairs and resurfacing of paths around the village, improvements to play areas, re-

painting benches, and winter protection measures for the Village Green. These projects 

are intended to protect village infrastructure and improve safety and usability for resi-

dents and visitors across the year. 

Behind the scenes work of the Parish Council  

Alongside day-to-day work, the Parish Council continues to focus on practical issues that 

affect village life, including traffic and parking management, maintenance scheduling, 

contractor coordination, and responding to wear and pressure caused by high visitor 

numbers. Much of this work is not immediately visible, but it plays an important role in 

helping the village function smoothly throughout the year. 

Grounds Maintenance 2026–29 

The Parish Council has awarded the grounds maintenance contract for 2026–2029 to 

Oxford Direct Services Trading Limited and looks forward to working with them from 

1st April 2026 to keep our green spaces well cared for. 

County and District Councillor Updates 

From County Cllr Paul Hodgkinson 

 Gloucestershire County Council is considering future unitary governance options, 

with three proposals submitted to Government and consultation expected early 

2026, ahead of any new structure from April 2028. 

 GCC Highways continue to address maintenance, with extensive signage repairs and 

47,263 safety defects fixed since April. 

 Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) matters: Parking issues in Spring-

The Bourton BrowserBourton BrowserBourton BrowserBourton Browser is run by volunteers & delivered monthly FREE to every 

household in the Village.   

Go to the “Get in Touch” tab and then complete the contact form to send questions,  

articles (max.300 words), adverts  & event details to the team.   
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January 

28
th

-31
st

 Bourton Panto Group, ‘Beauty 

and the Beast’, VH, 7.30 daily and 

matinee on 31st 2.30pm.  Tickets 

bourtonpantogroup.com Or call 

Margaret on  07791917684.  See 

page 5. 

February 

2
nd

 & 16
th

 Mindsong, Sing 2 Remember 

GMCC, 10.30am & 2.30pm.  07764 

212506 or 01451 821216. 

4
th

 Sight Loss Advice Hub, GMCC, 

drop in 1-2pm, join social group 2-

4pm.  Call 01242 221170, or email  

info@insight-glos.org.uk   

4
th

 Police Point, GMCC, 10-11am.                               

www.gloucestershire.police.uk 

9
th

 Probus, 10am, GMCC. “In Defence 

of the Drift, Alfred Harry Hooks 

VC" by Paul Barnett.  See page 14. 

9
th

 Extraordinary Parish Council Meet-

ing to discuss ETRO proposal, 7pm, 

GMCC.  See page 3. 

10
th

 WI, VH, 7pm.   See page 14 .  

11
th

 Charity Knitting Circle, WP, 10am-

12pm.  See page 19.  

11
th

 & 25
th

 Bourton Community Day 

Club,
 
10.30am - 2.30pm, MC, GL54 

2HE.   01608 652019.  

11
th

 u3a Scrabble, GMCC.  2-4pm.  

07341 094206. peterdaw-

son790@icloud.com    

11
th

 Horticultural Club, BCH, 7.30pm, 

Will Scott, ‘The Restoration of the 

Walled Garden in Worcester’.  See 

page 12. 

12
th

 ‘A Song and Dance’, Enjoy music  
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from the 50s, 60s, & 70s.  JL, 

2.30pm.  All welcome. 

13
th

 Viola Performance by Phil Hey-

man, 11am, JL, all welcome. 

13
th

 & 27
th

 Dementia
 
Friendly Cafe, 

StLC, 2-4pm, 07746 672726.    

14
th

 & 15
th

 Gift Fair, VC, 10am-5pm. All 

welcome. 

16
th

 Rural Cinema, ‘The Roses’, Com-

edy/drama, C15, Olivia Coleman, 

Benedict Cumberbatch, 2.30pm & 

7.30pm. Refreshments from 2pm 

& 7pm. Tickets £4pp (or £12 family 

of 4) on door.  See page 15. 

17
th

 Magic Show, 11am, JL, all wel-

come. 

22
nd

 Bourton Roadrunners 10K road 

race.  Some road closures in village 

centre from 9am-11am.  See page  

12 for details. 

22
nd

 Farmers Market, BLH Car Park, 

GL54 2AR. 8.30am-12.30pm 07980 

080073. 

23
rd 

Probus, 10am, GMCC,  "From the 

Pillory to the Prison Cell" by Ginny 

Davish.  See page 14. 

25
th

 u3a, BLH, 10am-12noon, £2pp.   

Ashley Jones MBE, ‘The Dickin 

Medal’ (often called the “animals’ 

Victoria Cross”), See page 6.  

www.bourton.u3asite.uk . 

26
th

 Book Club Bourton Book Club 

meeting, 7pm. The Old New Inn.   

csandles75@gmail.com 

28
th

 ‘Bourton Resident’s Voice commu-

nity gathering, meet outside Box 

Bush, High St. 8am-10am.  Drinks 

kindly provided by Box Bush & 

posters for children to colour.  

Chance to help with litter picking. 

See page 5. 

Articles: We welcome articles, letters, 

poems, etc (maximum 300 words) & 

photographs, from adults, children, local 

community groups and businesses on 

any subjects of local interest. 

Bourton On-line Village 

Diary: To see what’s going 

on in Bourton for this, and 

future months, use the QR 

code or go to our website, 

see below.  

If you are planning a Bourton based 

event, email the details to: 

team@bourtonbrowser.co.uk   

We will add them to the on-line village 

diary and include them in the “Diary 

Dates” column in the relevant month’s 

Browser. Events welcome for dates 

throughout 2026.   

The on-line diary is a useful tool that can 

prevent major events clashing, so check 

it before scheduling your event!   

Remember we can only put events in if  

you tell us about them! 

team@bourtonbrowser.co.uk  

www.bourtonbrowser.co.uk 
The Bourton Browser TeamThe Bourton Browser TeamThe Bourton Browser TeamThe Bourton Browser Team 

Bourton Browser  Team NewsBourton Browser  Team NewsBourton Browser  Team NewsBourton Browser  Team News    Continued from page 1 column 1  Regular Weekly Bourton Events    

Mon. “Old Sweats” Meeting, BLH, 

10am—12 Noon, 07714 852364 

bourton.secretary@rbl.community 

Mon & Fri, Bourton Men in Sheds, 

9.30am-12.30pm, Behind RBL, 

Keith     01451 831886. 

Mon. & Thurs. Stay Strong & Steady,   

BLH, 1-2.30pm.  07957 546067 

cotswoldactivehealth@gmail.com   

Mon. & Fri. Cotswold Yoga, VH, Mon 10-

11am, Fri 5-6pm, 07490858775.   

Tue. Drop in Digital Help Group, GMCC, 

10.30am-12.30pm.  07707 281803.    

Tues. “Together on Tuesdays”, soup 

lunch, StLc, 12-2pm.   

Thurs. Flexercise, BLH, 10-11am. 01993 

882350  kathy.kirk@live.com   

Ralph Green 

I’d like to let the lovely folks of Bourton 

know that Ralph passed away on 10th 

December.  He was a long-time distribu-

tor of the Bourton Browser in Roman 

Way and a resident there since the 

houses were built.   

He will be sadly missed by his wife Eve-

lyn, brother Colin, family and friends. A 

most knowledgeable and interesting gen-

tleman. RIP.    

Veronica Woodford 

UPDATE RE BOURTON GEESE   

GEORGE & MILDRED 

Hello to all, just a short update to make 

you all aware that at last we have been 

given permission to have a Special 

Bench placed at the Bus Stop on Lans-

downe near where the Geese lost their 

lives,  

I am hoping that this could be done 

before the anniversary of their passing 

which was 30th April 2025 but I will 

keep you all 

posted when I 

know a date! 

 

 Keith Steer 
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Continued from page 1, column 2  

field and Dikler Close are expected to be addressed through 

upcoming village TRO changes. Roman Way remains chal-

lenging due to school‑related parking pressure and limited 

options for additional school parking. GCC Highways has 

been invited to review the situation on site. 

From District Cllr Len Wilkins (Bourton Vale) 

 A district council budget meeting will take place on 23rd 

February. 

 In November, Cotswold District Council voted to support 

one unitary model for Gloucestershire. 

 Planning teams are heavily engaged with updating the Local 

Plan to better protect residents. 

Coach Parking, Pick‑‑‑‑up and Drop‑‑‑‑off 

We reviewed resident feedback on coach parking, pick‑up and 

drop‑off arrangements. The Village Warden reported that only 

around 10% of coaches were stopping in Meadow Way; the 

majority continue to stop in the village as before. Gloucester-

shire County Council Highways will hold a three‑‑‑‑month review 

meeting at the end of January to assess the current scheme; 

this will be the key opportunity to review arrangements. 

 We noted a request from Bourton Residents’ Voice to re-

consider an Experimental Traffic Regulation Order (ETRO) 

to restrict coach access on Station Road, Rissington Road 

and The Steeps and to explore enforcement via existing 

ANPR cameras. We are awaiting confirmation from the 

Police on whether ANPR can be used for this purpose. 

 As more than three councillors requested a debate on a 

previous motion (per Standing Order 7), Council will hold a 

meeting at 7pm on Monday 9
th

 February—after the GCC 

review—to consider the ETRO proposal again. 

Budget & Precept 2026–27 

Council approved a budget of £259,930 for 2026–27. The pre-

cept will be £259,930, giving a Band D equivalent of £139.87 

per year—an increase of £17.39 per household annually (33p 

per week). This supports essential works, including the next 

phase of the Loft Compartmentation Project and a 10‑‑‑‑year 

maintenance plan for the George Moore Community Centre 

(Grade II listed). Grant applications are being pursued to offset 

costs where possible. 

Traffic & Parking – Residents’ Schemes 

We continue to liaise with Gloucestershire County Council 

Highways on village‑wide parking and road safety. Residents 

have asked about a residents’ parking scheme. Historically, 

advice indicated Bourton’s ratio of off‑street parking might not 

meet criteria; however, we will check the basis for this advice 

(policy vs. statute) with GCC and note that many residents 

have expressed support for exploring a permit system. GCC 

Highways has been invited to review all areas in Bourton to 

formulate options. 

Litter Bins 

Members of the Parish Council, representatives of the Bourton 

Business Network (BBN) and residents continue to work with 

Cotswold District Council to plan for better management of 

litter, particularly in the village centre in the coming years.  

This is with a view to achieving the Parish Council’s aim of mak-

ing the centre of the village bin-free by 2030. 

Retirement of Caretaker 

Our Caretaker, Ernie Webb, who has looked after the George 

Moore Community Centre for the past 11 years will be retiring 

in February.  We’d like to thank him for his hard work and wish 

him well.   

The role will be taken up by David Perry who has previously 

been working with the Parish Council carrying out village main-

tenance tasks and play area inspections which he will continue 

alongside his Caretaker duties. 

Next Council Meetings 

7pm, Monday 9
th

 February 2026 – Extraordinary Parish Coun-

cil Meeting to discuss ETRO proposal, Windrush Room, 

George Moore Community Centre.   

7pm, Wednesday 4th March 2026 – Ordinary Parish Council 

Meeting Windrush Room, George Moore Community Centre.  

Full meeting calendar: www.bourtononthewater-pc.gov.uk/

the-council/meeting-calendar 

Contact  

Clerk: Sharon Henley 

clerk@bourtononthewater-pc.gov.uk  

 01451 820712 
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FOR  SALE / WANTED ITEMS 

To advertise items such as Household items, Toys, Garden Equipment etc, 

complete the contact form on the “Get in Touch” tab.   

The advert should be no more than 15 words.  It must be received  before 

12 noon on the 15
th
 of the month.   

No commercial adverts accepted for this section.   

OUT AND ABOUT in February 

Mondays - Northleach Bridge Club,  Cotswold Hall, Northleach, 

7:15pm.  Contact northleachbridgeclub@gmail.com 

1
st

 , 7
th

, 8
th

, 14
th

, 15
th

, 21
st

, 22
nd

, 28
th

 Snowdrops at Colesbourne 

Park, GL53 9NP, 11am-4pm.  Please note entry is only by 

pre-booked tickets  www.colesbournegardens.org.uk.  

1
st

-14
th

 ‘Servant’s Tale Tour’, Blenheim Palace, Woodstock, 

OX20 1UL,  www.blenheimpalace.com    01993 810530. 

1
st

-28
th

 Snowdrops at Painswick Rococo Garden, GL6 6TH.  

10am-5pm. 01452 813204. www.rococogarden.org.uk/

snowdrops/ 

7
th

 & each Wednesday, Riverside Tea Room open, 10.30am-

3pm.  Combe Mill, Blenheim Palace Sawmills, Combe, 

OX29 8ET. (NB The Mill itself is currently closed but will 

reopen on 15
th

 March). 

17
th

-20
th

 Kids’ Playtime at Winchcombe Railway Station,  GL54 

5LD. 10am-3pm.  Entry included with rail ticket.  Details  

01242 621405  www.gwsr.com/stations/winchcombe 

20
th

 Rissingtons Local History Society, “Pagans and Puritans: 

the Story of May Morning in Oxfordshire” by Tim Healey. 

Village Hall, Upper Rissington GL54 2QW, 2.30pm. Visitors 

Welcome, £3.50 to include refreshments. 07815 606770 

information.RLHS@gmailcom rissingtonslocalhistorysociety.com 

27
th

 ‘Mrs Beeton My Sister’, Westcote Village Hall, 7.30pm.  

written and performed by Alison Neil.   Tickets £16 from 

Christine 07834 493637 or westcote.bookings@gmail.com  

See page 14 for details. 

27
th

-28
th

 Friends of Cheltenham Samaritans February Craft 

Beer Festival, St Phillip & St James Church, 60 Grafton 

Rd, Cheltenham,  GL50 2DD.  Fri 4.30-10pm, Sat 1-7.30pm.  

Details and to book www.samsfriendscheltenham.com 

28
th

 Wedding Fair, The Swan Hotel, Bibury, GL7 5NW.  12noon-

3pm. www.cotswold-inns-hotels.co.uk/the-swan-hotel    

For Sale 

Topps Roselle Beige 60x60 

floor tiles, 10+ mtrs, new still 

boxed, only £50. Items to be 

collected from Baines Close. 

07799 694933. 

For Sale 

Millercare Triumph Blue  

Mobility Trolley, 4 wheel.  

Cost new £260.00.  Never 

used.  A bargain at £200.00.   

07856 730993 

For Sale 

Indoor Rolator Trolley,  

cost new £200.00.   

A bargain at £120 ONO.  

07856 730993 

For Sale 

Delta Bread maker,  

also makes yogurt etc.  

Like new. Only used twice.  

Includes instruction booklet.  

£20.        07779 261840 

Christmas Display at Rose Cottage,  

Sherborne Street 

Many thanks to locals and 

visitors who kindly gave to-

wards Kate’s Home Nursing. 

We raised a generous dona-

tion of £486.35 for which 

they are ‘deeply grateful’. 

Many blessings for a good 

and peaceful New Year. 

With love, Alan & Carol Pountney  

For Sale 

Large Fridge Freezer,  

£50 ONO.   Full set of Garden 

Furniture, £50 ONO. 

Buyer must collect. 

01451 821799 

FREE TO COLLECT 

Small Freezer. 

Garden Bench . 

(needs repair work). 

01451 821799 

FREE TO COLLECT 

Chest Freezer, good working order. 

Unused Howden’s internal oak door. 

07710 638407 
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 McTimoney  Practitioner est. 1999 

 Dry Needling / Low Level Laser 

 Also Equine / Canine McTimoney 

 Registered with The Association for McTimoney 
Practitioners  

Tina Hamer, mp, mamp  

Gentle and effective treatment for a variety of conditions 

IN PAIN??? 
TRY “THE BACK WOMAN” AT BOURTON! 

37 Roman Way, Bourton-on-the-Water, GL54 2EW 

Tel: 01451 542016 / 07884 312559 

Email:   tina.hamer@sky.com           www bourtonmctimoney.co.uk 

Massage 

Cotswold 
Massages for Women  

Men & Children 

From £25 per half hour  

Call or WhatsApp  

Svitlana on:  

07467 324392 

It was great to see so many residents attending the Parish 

Council meeting on January 7
th

. It is clear traffic congestion and 

tourism remain the primary concerns of the Parish, and we 

would encourage you to read the minutes of the meeting to 

remain up to speed with Parish Council plans. The next meeting 

is on March 4
th

 at 7pm in the George Moore Community Centre 

with the public invited to engage with the PC at the start of 

proceedings. For those struggling to attend meetings in person, 

please contact Bourton Residents’ Voice who will be very 

happy to speak on your behalf.  

Traffic Management was addressed at length on the 7
th

 Janu-

ary. With multiple Traffic Regulation Orders (TRO) in place the 

challenge is enforcing entry to the High Street and the ability to 

penalise offenders. The Residents Voice will continue to lobby 

on your behalf to address Bourton congestion. The use of the 

current roadside camera system included in ongoing discus-

sions. 

After the success of the first Residents Voice meeting in No-

vember, we have arranged a second community gathering on 

the 28
th

 of February between 8am and 10am. Box Bush has 

kindly offered hot drinks to residents with posters for the chil-

dren to complete promoting the work we’re doing. There will 

also be an opportunity to help litter pick around the Windrush 

and village green.  

Please keep an eye on social media for further details nearer 

the time. 

There has been a great response to our tourism survey, but 

we’d like to present a community-wide position and need your 

help. If you haven’t completed the questionnaire, please do so 

using the link below before February 28
th

. 

 https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/WITDQV/ 

For those without internet access, the same survey will be 

available in hard copy at the Box Bush on the 28
th

 February. 

Bourton Resident’s Voice is a new initiative, and we want it to 

be shaped by you, your family and friends. If you would like to 

get involved, or share ideas with us, please drop us a line at 

bourtonresidentsvoice@gmail.com 

Bourton Panto Group 

Our production of Beauty and the Beast is 

ready to leap onto the stage, and the excite-

ment couldn’t be higher. Costumes are spar-

kling, scenery is set, and there’s a real buzz as 

everything comes together at last. It’s all systems go behind 

the scenes, with our final rehearsals full of laughter, teamwork 

and just a hint of panic. 

Everyone involved has worked incredibly hard, from the cast 

on stage to the brilliant crew and helpers behind the scenes. 

Their dedication and enthusiasm are what make pantomime 

so special, and we couldn’t be prouder of the show we’re 

about to share. 

A huge thank you to everyone who has already bought tick-

ets—your support means so much to us. And if you haven’t 

yet booked, it’s not too late! We have just the last few tickets 

available, so don’t miss out. 

So grab your seats, warm up your cheering voices, and most of 

all… Enjoy the show!  

Emily and Clodagh 
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Probably the largest club in the area  

(Approximately 300 members)!! 

If you have ceased working full time or raising a family and 

are interested in any of the following, why don't you look us 

up?  We neither require nor give any qualifications 

 

Archaeology          Ballroom Dancing          Reading Books 

Playing Bridge                Country Dancing 

Chatting & Drinking Coffee          Watching Interesting Films 

French Conversation        Table Tennis        Indoor Kurling 

History                    Mahjong         Mexican Trains!! 

Nature walks and Talks      Photography     Reading Plays 

Reading and Writing Poetry              Quizzes 

Playing the Recorder or Ukelele 

Playing Scrabble          Playing Skittles (in a pub!!) 

Country Walking       Eating Sunday Lunch!       

Short Discovery walks            Walking Basketball         

 Watercolour Painting 

For more details on all these topics, please go to:  

www.bourton.u3asite.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grant Applications Welcome From Small Charities 

and Community Organisations 

Helping Hand is a small grants scheme set-up by North Cots-

wolds Rotary to help support the amazing work carried out by 

small charities and community organisations across the North 

Cotswolds.   

This is our fifth year of the grant scheme and this year we are 

increasing the maximum available grant to £750.  Applications 

must be for a specific project or activity.  The grants are not 

available to support day-to-day running costs.   Applicants 

must be based within the North Cotswolds area (defined as 

from Northleach up to Moreton-in-Marsh and surrounding 

villages) or carrying out activities that benefit people living in 

the North Cotswolds.   

In the first four years North Cotswolds Rotary have given 

grants to 39 charities and community associations totalling 

over £18,000.  Beneficiaries have included village halls, chil-

dren and adults with disabilities, schools and youth clubs.  

If you are interested in applying please contact Steve Smith at 

originsteve@hotmail.com for more information or go to the 

N o r t h  C o t s w o l d s  R o t a r y  w e b s i t e  a t 

www.northcotswoldsrotary.org and go to the dedicated Help-

ing Hand page.  You will be required to complete a short appli-

cation form.   A short-list of applicants will then be asked to 

give a 10-minute presentation to a panel of two North Cots-

wolds Rotary members before the final awards are made. 

The closing date for initial applications is 27
th

 February 2026.  

John Barber   

Our next General Meeting, held 

in the Royal British Legion Hall 

in Bourton-on-the-Water, is on 

Wednesday 25th February 2026 

from 10am to 12 noon.   

We’re excited to welcome  

ASHLEY JONES, MBE, as our 

guest speaker!  Join us to learn 

about incredible acts of animal 

bravery and the prestigious 

Dickin Medal (often called the 

“animals’ Victoria Cross”). 

Everyone welcome 

(Entry £2) 
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QUAKERS  

The Religious Society of Friends 

Every Sunday 11am  

at  The Friends Meeting House,  

Pytt Lane, Burford 

Enquiries welcome Myra Ford 

01451 810484.   

To request a free info pack,  

email: outreach@quaker.org.uk 

Message from the Church 

The Benefice of Bourton with Clapton & The Rissingtons 

For Pews News  with info—www.bourtonparishchurch.co.uk  

Email: admin@bourtonparishchurch.co.uk 

You are always welcome on Sundays at 11am -  

special service on 1st February for Candlemas 

Church is open 10am-4pm every day - just drop in! 

Musical Interlude: for St Valentine’s Day 14th February 3-5pm See posters 

Other services: Sunday 8am Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion – 

   8th and 22nd 

   Wednesday 10am - Midweek Holy Communion  plus coffee— 

   (including Ash Wednesday - 18th Feb. with imposition of ashes) 

PLEASE NOTE - NO 6pm Holy Communion Service on 1st February 2026 

Breakfast Church - Saturday 14th Feb - 9am start – everyone welcome 

Together on Tuesdays – Lunch Club 12-1.30pm every week – all welcome 

TOAST for primary children and carers in term time: see posters 

BumbleBeez (parent and child group) every Thursday 9.30-11.30am 

St James, Clapton-on-the-Hill at 9.30am on First and Third Sundays:  

Morning Worship on Feb 1st  and  BCP Holy Communion on Feb 15th   

Revd Hannah Allen 01451 822918 

Roman Catholic Parish of 

Our Lady & St. Kenelm,  

Stow on the Wold 

stow-bourtoncatholic.net 

Fr. Stephen Lambert 07836 384932 

stephen.lambert@cliftondiocese.com 

Weekend Masses: Sat. evening: Vigil 

Mass 6 pm.  Sunday morning:  9 am 

Sung Mass. 

Weekday Masses: At 9 am every day 

(No Mass Sat. mornings). Mass on 

Tuesdays takes place at St. Law-

rence’s at 9 am. During February 

please check weekday Masses with 

Parish website 

The priest welcomes all enquiries 

about the Christian faith, Baptisms, 

Confirmations, Weddings, Funerals, 

the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

There is a First Holy Communion 

course for children aged (approx) 7 

upwards starting in March. Please 

email Fr. Stephen if you have a child 

who would like to join the course, or 

who wishes to be confirmed. 

Fr. Stephen 

The Water Church/Bourton Baptist Church  

 Minister: Rev Sue Woodley 

 Manse: 01451 820055  Mobile: 07828 781246 

 Church Office: 01451 824225 

 E-mail: minister@bourtonbaptist.co.uk 

Sunday Morning Service 10.30am All Welcome 

Communion Sunday  15th 10.30 am 

Wavemakers Children's Ministry 2nd and 4th Sundays 

Cafe' Tots Every Wednesday from 9.15 - 11.15 am 

Open4U  Open every Thursday from 10.00 am until 4.00 pm in the Church Hall. 

A light lunch is served at 12.30 pm and refreshments are available through the day. 

Our minister is also available for informal chats and prayer 

Network 828 Saturday 21st 7pm at The British Legion 

Alpha Friday 6th Feb 12.30pm Lunch - Video - Conversation - Childcare offered 

Saturday 7th Feb 6pm Meal - Video - Conversation - Childcare offered 

Westcote Methodist Church 

An active Fellowship meeting weekly for 

Sunday Worship at 11.am. Also meeting 

Thursday afternoons at 2.30pm in term 

time for Bible Study, testimonies and 

teas for local charities.  

For more details contact Tony Gibson, 

01993 830699 or  

tony'cotswoldview-guesthouse.co.uk 

Our website is updated monthly, 

 westcotemethodists.co.uk 

Tony Gibson 

Is it absurd or could it be true? Have 

you got questions? If so, Alpha is for 

you. 

Alpha is a series of interactive sessions 

that freely explore the basics of the 

Christian faith. The Alpha Film Series 

features inspiring stories and inter-

views from around the globe. Pre-

sented by Nicky Gumbel, Gemma Hunt 

and Toby Flint, each episode explores a 

different aspect of the Christian faith. 

The series features interviews with 

public figures such as world-renowned 

scientist Francis Collins of the Human 

Genome Project and adventurer and 

author Bear Grylls. ALL WELCOME. 

Fri. 6th  & Sat. 7th Feb12.30pm – Meal-

Video–Conversation. Childcare offered 

Interested? Message me on 

07828781246 or email minis-

ter@bourtonbaptist.co.uk.. 

Rev. Sue Woodley 

Is the Gospel too good to be true? Over 

Christmas we watched a video clip on 

You Tube depicting two babies in a 

womb debating life after delivery. One is 

convinced that the idea is not logical and 

that it’s absurd. The other baby believes 

that there’s a possibility that legs will be 

used for walking, mouths for eating, and 

that it is possible to sense mother’s pres-

ence if you really focus. 

Many will say that it is ridiculous to be-

lieve that a virgin could conceive a baby 

and even more ridiculous to think that he 

could be God’s son Jesus. The scriptures 

tell us that he would be Emmanuel God 

with us, he would die on a cross paying a 

debt for our sin, he would rise again 

proving eternal life and that he would 

send his Holy Spirit to all who believed in 

him. The Holy Spirit brings assurance of 

God’s love, empowers us to live a life 

worth living and prepares us for the next. 
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For The Younger Generations 

The Cotswold Youth Theatre  

What a wonderful start to 2026! 

We kicked off the year with a fantastic Launch Day 

at Cidermill Theatre, welcoming over 30 passion-

ate and talented young people. From paper pup-

petry and stage design to Trudeau masks, the day 

was bursting with creativity. A huge highlight was 

the inspiring workshop led by Box House Theatre. 

It was a joy to meet so many talented individuals 

and to continue growing the Cotswold Youth Thea-

tre community. 

We’ve also been reflecting on the wonderful 

Christmas ‘Mistletoe & Magic’ concerts with Jenni-

fer Morafkova & Rebecca Reavley back in Decem-

ber. We can’t wait to welcome the performers 

back for more concerts this Spring, continuing our 

support of Sparkhouse 

Creatives. Take a mo-

ment to enjoy the 

photo of our brilliant 

performers — would 

you be interested in 

attending a future 

concert? Let us know! 

The Spring Term is shaping up to be an exciting 

one for Sparkhouse Creatives & CYT. We’re thrilled 

to announce our Spring-into-Arts Camp — a 3-day 

arts camp taking place at Victoria Hall from 30th 

March to 1st April.  

Scan the QR code and book your spot! 

We’re also incredibly excited for: 

1/Our first fully staged performance at Cidermill 

Theatre on 22nd March 

2/The Traitors 3-day residential trip to Devon, prom-

ising creativity, collaboration, and plenty of drama! 

We look forward to sharing this vibrant season with 

you!  

Warm regards, 

Cotswold Youth Theatre 
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 Local Groups and Organisations  for the  YOUNGER  GENERATION 

Beavers    Stephanie Lewis  07308 144397 

    1stbourtonbeavers@gmail.com 

Bourton Gymnastics   Tom Eden  01451 870778 

    Bourtongymnastics.co.uk 

Bourton Primary School     820458 

Bourton Road Runners Juniors  Chris Hartley/Richard  Buffton  0772 0509894 

    brrjuniors@gmail.com 

Bourton Rovers Youth (U10 Upwards) -  Catherine Williams   07889 694545 

Bourton Rovers Youth (U9 & below) -  Amy Wright   07876 458571  

Bourton Vale Cricket Club  Lucy Gillespie   07949 227128 

    craiglucygillespie@yahoo.com 

B’n Vale Equestrian Centre   Leanne Launchbury   821101 

Bourton Vale Tennis Club  Kingsley Harris    07879 644218  

    www.bourtontennisclub.org 

Bumblebeez  babies & pre-school tots   Pat Taylor   07518 457652 

Cafe Tots      Sue Woodley    07828 781246 

Children’s Jujitsu   Andy or Hayley  07951 587398 

Cubs    Nick Hawke  07788 406728  

    1stbourtoncubs@gmail.com 

Hockey    Rhys Davies  07817 108970 

Little Hurricanes (Babies & Toddlers) littlehurricanes@hotmail.com 

Moreton in Marsh Young Farmers Club  Wilf Harrison   07821 152744 

Pre-School   Lisa Sorley  07950 048066 

Scouts    Phil   1stbourtonscouts@gmail.com 

Squirrels    Emily                   1stbourtonsquirrels@gmail.com 

4Shires Swimming   Jo Shaw   membership@4ssc.uk.uk 

Taekwon-do    Lee Chapman   01285 640500 

The Cotswold School     820554  

Youth Club   Lynda Hicks  07867 121122 

Youth Theatre   Sarah Dowie     sarah@cotswold youththeatre.co.uk 

 Wolf 

A sudden howl at the dead of night, 

a creature sitting there transfixed by something bright, 

packs of animals weaving through the forest’s trees,  

a sudden howl makes you freeze. 

Evelyn York  

If you want more poems visit: Lulu.com/shop, click 

bookstore and search: Whispers of the forest by 

Evelyn York. 
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A message from the Headteacher 

As we continue through a busy and exciting term at The Cots-

wold School, I am pleased to share a snapshot of the activities 

taking place. From looking ahead to important milestones in 

our school’s history to celebrating student achievement both on 

stage and beyond the classroom, there is much to be proud of. 

The Cotswold School Turns 40 

As we approach our 40th anniversary in 2028, we plan to cele-

brate our school’s history and achievements while creating 

something meaningful that supports the future of our commu-

nity. To help shape these plans, we are forming a Fundraising 

and Celebration Committee. They will support the development 

of ideas, gather views from across the school community, and 

help deliver fundraising initiatives and events. Whether you 

have experience in fundraising, event planning or community 

engagement, or simply enthusiasm, your support would be 

greatly appreciated. If you are interested, please email 

admin@thecotswoldschool.co.uk. 

The Cotswold School Ski Trip 

Despite cancelled flights and temperatures of -20°C, 50 stu-

dents successfully travelled to Mont Sainte-Anne in Canada for 

the 2026 Cotswold School Ski Trip. The cold conditions provided 

excellent snow, allowing students to make impressive progress, 

with beginners reaching the top of the mountain by their sec-

ond day. Evening activities included snow-tubing at North 

America’s largest snow park and an unforgettable ice hockey 

match at the Quebec Videotron Arena. The trip was a memo-

rable and rewarding experience for all. 

The Addams Family 

Final preparations have been completed for our production of 

The Addams Family, taking place from 4th-6th February. Stu-

dents and staff have worked incredibly hard to bring this musi-

cal to the stage, and we look forward to sharing their talent, 

creativity and commitment. A few tickets remain available via 

our website. 

Keep up to date with our school news: 

www.cotswold.gloucs.sch.uk 

Will Morgan 

Headteacher 
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 Bourton Primary Academy 

What an incredible start to the New Year we have had. We 

have welcomed the children back into an enriching curricu-

lum. We find it is an important introduction to our new top-

ics and a great way to start the term. The teachers planned 

fantastic amaze days to introduce this new learning. Year 

5/6 have been brushing up on their survival skills and have 

learned shelter building from a Staff Sergeant in the British 

Army to kickstart their new topic about ’Kensuke’s King-

dom’. Year 3/4 have been out and about in the village look-

ing at all sorts of different homes in our own locality for their 

topic ‘Home Sweet Home’ and they then built their own 

houses using resources around them. Year 1/2 have been 

inspired by science to observe how the tide works through 

the use of food colouring, ice and hot water for their new 

topic ‘Ocean Odyssey’, which has been chosen by the chil-

dren themselves. Reception are exploring the world around 

them, including; pirates, transport and floating & sinking 

using the story ‘Emma Jane’s aeroplane’. We are strengthen-

ing our links with the community and small groups of Recep-

tion children are going to visit the residents at Jubilee Lodge. 

We continue to enrich our curriculum with our passion for 

sports and music across the school. Our choir are attending 

Young Voices at the end of January and will be part of the 

biggest single choir with an estimated 9000 children singing 

together. Our sporting calendar for the Spring term consists 

of a dodgeball tournament, taster sessions for Year 1 and 2 

gymnastics at The Cotswold School, area cross country at 

Farmor’s school in Fairford, a netball tournament, Quick 

Sticks hockey and gymnastics competitions, both in house 

and against our cluster. We will update in future editions of 

the Browser about how we faired. 

Tori Gainford, 

Deputy Headteacher 

Four Shires Swimming Club 

February is shaping up to be a big month for our club, with 

many swimmers representing 4SSC at the Oxfordshire & 

North Bucks (ONB) County Championships. We’ll also be 

hosting the Chipping Norton School Partnership Swim Gala 

on 14th February to spot rising talent and inspire the next 

generation of swimmers. With personal bests at recent 

meets and a strong sense of team spirit, our swimmers are 

showing what hard work can achieve. 

 

Whether you’re a confident young novice swimmer, a seri-

ous older swimmer aiming for County and Regionals, or a 

Masters swimmer focused on fitness or competition, Four 

Shires Swimming Club offers a fun, friendly, and supportive 

environment to help you reach your goals. We welcome 

swimmers aged 8 and above, starting from Swim England 

Stage 6, and provide a structured pathway through our De-

velopment, Competition, Performance, and Masters squads. 

With flexible sessions in Chipping Norton, Kingham, and Sib-

ford, plus expert coaching and a welcoming squad culture, 

now is a great time to join. “4 Shires helped me go from les-

sons to Regionals – the coaches are so supportive, and I love 

being part of the club!”– Ben, P. Trial sessions available! Visit 

www.4ssc.co.uk or email membership@4ssc.co.uk to find 

out more. 

Rhona Fraser 
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Bourton 10K, Sunday 22nd February 

Bourton Roadrunners hosts its annual 10k road race at 9.30am 

on Sunday 22nd February.  We’re always very grateful to Bour-

ton residents for their patience and tolerance around the dis-

ruption this causes.   

This year we’re expecting around 700 runners, so we antici-

pate increased traffic before and after the race.  We'll encour-

age runners to use the main car parks in the village and do our 

best to discourage people from using residential parking or the 

leisure centre.   

We have permission to close the roads in the inner village loop 

(Victoria Street, Letch Lane and Sherborne Street) and the 

High Street from 9.00am to 11.00am.  Rissington Road will be 

closed from 9:30am to 10.30am (eastbound) and from 

09.50am until about 10.45am (westbound).  Leasow Lane 

(from Rissington Road to Newbridge Lane) will be closed 

09.30am-10.30am. 

We’d be extremely grateful if people could avoid driving at 

these times especially the route from Landsdowne to the 

Rissington Road.  If you do need to leave the village, please 

follow the instructions of one of the many marshals who’ll do 

their best to help.   

For those wanting to watch the race we recommend walking 

along Rissington Road for a longer, uninterrupted view.  The 

middle of the High Street, where the race starts and finishes, 

can get very congested and we need to keep the route clear 

for finishers from about 10.00am to 10.45am.   

Once again, our 10K is sponsored by Highbridge Jewellers and 

supported by the Cornish Bakery.  We are also supporting a 

number of different charities including Prostate Cancer UK, 

Bourton Rovers Juniors, 

Headspace and Kate’s 

Home Nursing.  If you have 

any questions about this 

year’s Bourton 10K or 

would like to volunteer to 

marshal or help, please 

email bourtonroadrun-

ners@gmail.com or leave a 

message on our Facebook 

page.  

Bourton Vale Horticultural Society  

your friendly garden club 

We’ve had some icy cold winds and some quite hard frosts as 

well as plenty of rain so a typical English winter!! 

Our January meeting was our AGM which we raced through in 

record time. We are pleased to welcome Michael Sterling to 

the Committee. 

Our speaker was Ian Sadler who showed us how Automation 

and Innovation is impacting on the horticultural industry with 

robots doing much of the work previously done by human 

beings in commercial nurseries. 

The competition was an arrangement of pansies or violas 

which was won by Antoinette Green. 

January is the month to renew subscriptions, and if you were-

n’t able to do so, this can be done at the February meeting.  

Or if you’re wondering whether to join us, why not come 

along as a visitor and check us out and pay just £3 on the door. 

As a member for just £15 for the year you get a variety of 

speakers, free refreshments, a raffle, competition with prize,  

as well as discounts at Burford and Batsford Garden Centres. 

We have an annual garden party, plant/seed swops and an 

outing often to a private garden. 

The February competition is a small display of single/double 

snowdrops. 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday, 11
th

 February, starting as 

usual at 7.30 pm in the Baptist Church Hall in Station Road, 

when our speaker will be Will Scott talking about the Restora-

tion of the Walled Garden in Worcester. 

Stay warm 

Sheila Thorpe, 07973 391741 

sheila@bobblefarm.co.uk 
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Bourton Roadrunners 

With the weather still providing 

icy and traditional wintery condi-

tions this weekend, Bourton 

Roadrunners’ Giles Canning trav-

elled to Worcestershire for the 

annual Fladbury 5 mile race, 

held in support of local commu-

nity projects and the Neuroen-

docrine Cancer Charity.  The 

mainly off-road course, taking in 

the villages of Fladbury and 

Lower Moor, along the banks of 

the River Avon, proved to be 

very windy.  However, Giles kept 

the purpose of the event in sharp focus and was pleased with 

his time of 44 minutes and 51 seconds.  

Whilst parkrun events are not regarded as races, one Bourton 

Runners' performance at  Parkrun this weekend is worthy of 

particular note.  Bourton Junior, Edward Hare, finished second 

overall at the Fire Service College, Moreton-in-Marsh, in a 

stunning time of 17 minutes and 59 seconds.  Whilst outside 

his PB of 16:37, it was an excellent time in such cold condi-

tions.  Meanwhile, other Bourton members could be found 

participating at the following venues:  

Battersea, London: Eva Shoemark - 20:46.  

Cheltenham, Pittville Park: Jaq 

Underwood - 27:55 (VW55/3), 

Claire Louise Carroll - 27:57 

(VW60/1 and course PB), 

Barry O’Leary - 27:57, Cath 

Nesbitt - 30:18, Allie Quinn - 

34:12, Louise Hamilton-Smith - 

34:13, Liz Hulcup - 46:04.  

Fire Service College, Moreton-

in-Marsh: Edward Hare - 17:59 

(2
nd

 overall, JM11/1 and 

course PB), Robin Smith - 

27:58, Lorna Shawcross - 

28:13 (VW60/1), Lee Smith - 

30:08 (VW50/2), Claire Blackie 

- 31:32, Jenny Evanson - 36:43 (course PB).  

Kilkenny Lane Country, Carterton: Stephanie Holton - 26:20 

(VW60/1), Megan Ratcliffe - 26:20 (VW55/2), Susan Hunt - 

28:39 (VW60/3), Gary Holton - 31:00 (course PB), Alex Wilson 

- 39:51.  

King George V Playing Field: Chris Dry - 32:06.  

Louise, Gillian and John  

A Fresh Start for the Museum This January 

January has been a busy but exciting month behind the scenes 

at the museum. While the doors have been closed, the team 

has been hard at work giving the whole place a well‑deserved 

refresh — all to make your next visit even better. The museum 

will reopen on Saturday 31st January, and we can’t wait to 

welcome everyone back inside. 

One of the biggest projects has been updating the electrics 

throughout the building. It’s not the kind of change you can 

easily see, but it makes a huge difference. These upgrades 

mean safer, more reliable power and the chance to introduce 

brighter lighting and more interactive displays in the future. 

The Toy Gallery is also getting a lovely makeover. This much‑-
loved space is being redesigned to feel more welcoming, more 

fun, and even more nostalgic. Whether you’re young or just 

young at heart, the updated gallery will offer a fresh way to 

enjoy the toys you remember — and maybe discover a few 

new favourites too. 

Fans of Brum have something to look forward to as well. New 

staging is being built to give everyone’s favourite little car a 

more eye‑catching home in the museum. It’s a small change 

that will make Brum’s display feel even more special when you 

stop by. 

And for motoring enthu-

siasts, there’s more good 

news: the Brooklands 

Riley is returning on loan 

to the museum. Its 

comeback adds another 

highlight to the collec-

tion, and we’re thrilled 

to have it back on dis-

play. 

Looking ahead, February 

half term brings some-

thing extra fun — a 

Gnome Trail for younger 

visitors. Children can 

hunt for gnomes hidden 

around the museum, 

and anyone who finds them all will receive a small prize. It’s a 

great way to explore the galleries and enjoy a bit of adventure 

along the way. 

With all these improvements and activities planned, the mu-

seum is gearing up for a bright and welcoming start to the 

year. 

Isabel Harvey, Museum Manager 
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MRS BEETON, MY SISTER 

Friday 27
th

 February at 7.30pm 

WESTCOTE VILLAGE HALL 

written and performed by Alison Neil 

An outstanding one-woman show, based on the extraordinary 

but short life of Isabella Beeton, author of ‘Mrs Beeton’s Book 

of Household Management’.  

Published in 1861 and still in print today. 

Tickets £16 from Christine 07834 493637 or west-

cote.bookings@gmail.com 

Bourton WI 

January 2026 has brought us back together 

for our monthly meeting and, despite illness and the weather 

keeping numbers low, we had a wonderful speaker who lifted 

our minds and made us laugh. An emotion of which we need 

more.  

Deborah aka Dalziel is a poet and song writer who kept our 

undivided attention throughout her performance.  

A passionate mental health advocate, Deborah entertained us 

with fabulous poems about fairy tales, poems that have Royal 

approval and short but sweet limericks that are far too risqué 

to write here! 

Deborah has taken something sad in her life and turned it into 

something that helps many people, particularly those strug-

gling with mental health.  

She is inspirational in a very special flamboyant way. 

What a fabulous way to start our WI year.  

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 10th February at 7 pm. A small 

fee applies for visitors. 

For further details please contact 

Victoria Jackson, President  

07549 640492 

Bourton Probus Club 

On 12th February we had an intriguing talk by 

Anthony Nanson about Cryptozoology and 

Folklore in Vales and Forests of Gloucester-

shire. Starting off with local dragons, mer-

maids and ghosts. Of particular interest to me was the legend 

of Goram and Vincent, two giants who were tasked to build a 

channel from a large lake in Avon to the sea, which is the leg-

end of how the Avon Gorge was built. Cryptozoology is about 

animals who may have lived, or who are still living undetected 

in Gloucestershire. Boars were one such creature, who have 

now emerged in  numbers in the Forest of Dean. We also heard 

about the remains of what were believed to be elephants that 

the Romans used to cross the River Severn and were drowned. 

Later research felt that these bones were mammoth or hippo-

potamus bones, as both were common locally millions of years 

ago. Many tales of large cats in various locations in Gloucester-

shire were mentioned, as well as the black dogs, often a por-

trayer of  death. 

More local stories are the haunting of the North Cotswold Hos-

pital by its first matron and her two cats (felt rather than seen). 

Also the Church Grim at St Edwards Church in Stow - a large 

black dog seen at the main doorway. 

This meeting followed the AGM at which the closure of the 

present club was accepted unless there is a fresh influx of 

members wishing to become the committee. Talks will con-

tinue until April, and then we will become a social club, meet-

ing on a monthly basis.  If you would be interested in joining 

us, either attend one of our meetings (advertised on the diary 

page) or contact our present secretary Kevin Hick, on 01451 

860435. 

Roger Harris 
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WHAT WE ACHIEVED IN 2025: HOSPICE 

CARE AT HOME WHEN IT MATTERED MOST 

At Kate’s Home Nursing we are very proud 

of the care we provide. However, we also 

know that hospice care at home is often 

misunderstood. We are not a nursing home 

or a care agency. We are your local hospice 

care at home charity, providing free end of 

life nursing care to people in their 

own homes across the North Cots-

wolds. 

In 2025, our dedicated nursing team 

delivered 335 nights of registered 

nursing care to patients nearing the 

end of their lives. These night sits are 

a vital part of hospice care at home, 

providing expert clinical support dur-

ing what can be the most challenging 

hours for patients and families alike. A 

palliative care nurse working over-

night, monitors pain and symptoms, 

administers medication, responds to 

changes in condition, and offers reas-

surance, not just to the patient, but to 

family members who may be ex-

hausted, anxious or facing the reality 

of loss. 

Over the year, we had 129 families 

referred to our service and provided a 

total of 4,376 hours of registered 

nursing care across the North Cots-

wolds. Hospice care at home is about 

much more than medical interven-

tion. It is about dignity, comfort and 

compassion, and about caring for 

the whole family. Our nurses support 

carers emotionally and practically, 

helping them feel less alone and more 

confident during an incredibly difficult 

time. 

This care is provided free of charge, 

and that is becoming increasingly 

challenging across the hospice sector. 

Demand for end-of-life care continues 

to rise as the population ages, while 

hospices face growing financial pres-

sures. The cost of delivering high-quality 

clinical care is increasing, and at the 

same time, fundraising has become 

more difficult due to the ongoing cost of 

living crisis. Like many hospices, Kate’s 

Home Nursing relies almost entirely on 

charitable grants and donations to con-

tinue operating. 

Despite these challenges, 2025 was a 

year of compassion, resilience and im-

pact. Every night of care, every hour 

spent with a family, and every patient 

supported at home reflects the commit-

ment and professionalism of our nursing 

team, and the generosity of our sup-

porters. 

As we move into 2026, our 30th anni-

versary year, we are reflecting on what 

has been achieved and looking ahead to 

the future. If you need our support or 

can help us in any way  - as a volunteer 

through our 30
th

 birthday celebrations - 

we would be really grateful to hear from 

you.  Please email us at 

info@kateshomenursing.org. Help us to 

ensure that more people can remain at 

home, cared for with dignity, comfort 

and compassion at the end of life. 

For more information or to find out how 

you can support us, please visit 

www.kateshomenursing.org. 
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North Cotswold Tri & Run -  

December race results 

Cold water swimmer Jon Francis has 

recorded a string of excellent results, 

including 1st place in the 50m butterfly 

at the Cotswolds Icy Dip Swim Festival. 

He also competed at the Lobster Squad 

Cold Water Team Championships, 

where he helped his team to a 4th place 

overall finish and won three of his five 

events. 

In endurance running, Lucy Walmsley 

took on the challenging 34-mile Celtic 

Ultra Trail on 13th December. The course 

featured over 5,000 feet of climbing, in-

cluding a single climb of 2,000 feet. Lucy 

produced a superb performance to finish 

3rd lady in a chip time of 5 hours 50 min-

utes. 

The Walmsleys also impressed at Llaner-

chaeron Parkrun. Lucy finished as 2nd 

lady in a time of 22:10 (15th overall), 

while Dennis Walmsley finished 1st in his 

age category in 22:51 (21st overall).          Polly Kiani 

Life at Jubilee Lodge:  

Caring at the Heart of Bourton-on-the-Water 

Nestled in the beautiful Cotswold village of Bourton-on-the-

Water, OSJCT Jubilee Lodge offers compassionate, high-quality 

and individualised dementia, nursing, intermediate and respite 

care for up to 74 residents. Just a short walk from the village 

centre, residents can enjoy the charm of local shops, tearooms 

and the iconic bridges over the River Windrush, remaining 

closely connected to the community they know and love. 

Jubilee Lodge is a stylish, modern home designed to feel 

warm, cosy and truly homely. Residents are supported to live 

fulfilling and independent lives, with care tailored to their indi-

vidual needs. The home provides a choice of comfortable 

lounges where residents can relax, socialise with friends and 

family, or take part in a rich programme of daily activities. 

From music, crafts and gentle exercise to reminiscence and 

community visits, there is always something engaging happen-

ing. 

Spacious bedrooms with en-

suite facilities offer a peaceful 

retreat, while the beautifully 

landscaped and fully accessible 

gardens provide year-round 

enjoyment. Featuring a patio, 

summerhouse, greenhouse and 

a secure enclosed garden, these outdoor spaces are perfect 

for relaxing, gardening or simply enjoying the changing sea-

sons. 

Seasonal menus are freshly pre-

pared, offering nutritious, home-

cooked meals that reflect resi-

dents’ preferences and dietary 

needs. Mealtimes are an impor-

tant social occasion, bringing 

people together in a relaxed and 

welcoming setting. 

As part of The Orders of St John Care Trust (OSJCT), Jubilee 

Lodge is proud to be a charity and not-for-profit provider. This 

means every penny is reinvested back into the home, enhanc-

ing care, facilities and activities for residents. 

At Jubilee Lodge, exceptional care, community connection and 

compassion come together, making it a place where residents 

truly feel at home.            Steve Gardener-Collins 
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Supporting Young People’s Wellbeing in the North Cotswolds 

Demand for mental health and wellbeing support for young 

people in the North Cotswolds has never been higher. At 

Headspace, we work with children and young people experi-

encing anxiety, low mood and emotional distress, alongside 

challenges with confidence, self-worth, relationships, school 

pressures, transition and family life. 

Why a Wellbeing Classroom Is Needed 

Much of our support has traditionally taken place in borrowed 

or temporary spaces, which can limit what we are able to offer 

and how consistently we can support young people. A dedi-

cated wellbeing classroom provides a safe, calm and reliable 

environment for young people who may struggle in busy or 

clinical settings. It allows us to expand group sessions, mentor-

ing and early-intervention support, reach more young people 

earlier, and offer a space where they feel listened to, valued 

and supported. 

This classroom is not just a building — it is an investment in 

early intervention, prevention and long-term wellbeing for 

young people in our rural community, where access to ser-

vices can be limited. 

Unit 7 Brought to Life 

We are delighted to share that Unit 7 has now been fully 

transformed into a dedicated wellbeing space for young peo-

ple in the North Cotswolds. As you are reading this, the space 

is already in use, having launched a 10-week DJ course led by 

Marc Clifton of Community Albums. 

Community Albums work with young people to devise and de-

liver bespoke projects using music and media to build confi-

dence, develop skills and give communities a voice. The course 

offers young people a creative, supportive environment where 

they can express themselves, learn new skills and connect with 

others. 

Community Support Behind Unit 7 

The transformation of Unit 7 would not have been possible 

without the generosity and expertise of local businesses and 

individuals. Our sincere thanks go to Hacklings, The Old New 

Inn and WA Carpentry for their financial support, and to Gary 

McPhilimey and Travis Perkins (Painting and Decorating), 

Cotswold & Vale (Electrics and Heating), Karndean and Mark 

Payne (Flooring), and JM Roofing Contractors (flooring instal-

lation and carpentry) for their invaluable practical contribu-

tions. 

We were also honoured that Unit 7 was officially opened by 

Julie Kent MBE, High Sheriff of Gloucestershire, marking an 

important milestone for Headspace and for young people 

across the North Cotswolds. 

Christmas Tree Collection Success 

Thanks to the incredible support of the local community, Head-

space’s annual Christmas Tree Collection raised £540 to sup-

port young people’s mental health and wellbeing. A huge 

thank you to Neil Teague of Teague Trees and his apprentice 

Tim Heming, who generously gave their time and hard work to 

make the collection possible. 

We are extremely grateful to everyone who booked a collec-

tion and supported the initiative. Every penny raised will help 

ensure local young people can continue to access vital mental 

health and wellbeing support. 

Paul Heming, CEO - paul.heming@myheadspace.org.uk / 

07748 965227 
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Valentine Angel 

What do you mean to me ? 

Just about all I do and see. 

Whenever I’m with you, 

Everyday feels bright and new. 

I admit I might not even be, 

Without you so true beside me. 

All I have done leads to this - 

You fulfil my every single wish. 

Eagle and dove flying together, 

Through all kinds of weather; 

Whatever may come in life, 

We’ve overcome all kinds of strife. 

You are my angel from above, 

And I shall always, always love. 

Hugh O’Connell 

This could be the first time you have read 

about Rotary in the Rissingtons. We are 

the “club on the hill” so to speak; those 

with longer memories may see us as the “club at the camp”!!! 

We are a satellite Rotary Club linked to North Cotswolds Rotary 

but have our own distinct profile. We meet in the Upper 

Rissington Village Hall on the second and fourth Thursday of 

each month and we “help our community” whilst enjoying a 

glass of wine and eating crisps.   

We have been doing this very successfully for seven years. We 

have an annual programme of events which is both local and 

international and have supported several charities in the area, 

including Bourton.  

Over the next few months, I will let you know what we are do-

ing and how you may be involved. Thank you, Bourton 

Browser, for allowing us to introduce ourselves. See you next 

month.   

Susan Bates – Chair of Rotary in the Rissingtons (aka RitR) 

Guided Walks with the  

Cotswold Voluntary Wardens 

Details of the walks available are described 

on the website (below). Please check walk 

details carefully on the website, including 

whether booking is necessary. Additional walks may be pub-

lished on the website. 

 https://www.cotswolds-nl.org.uk 

Naunton Notgrove Circular – Tuesday 3
rd

 February – Moder-

ate 3hr 6ml.   

From the village we use sections of the Gloucestershire, Win-

drush and Diamond Way. We will cross the disused railway 

line as well as passing Notgrove village and the medieval vil-

lage of Aylworth. Bring a snack/drink.  Start: 10.00am Black 

Horse Inn, Naunton, GL54 3AD. Please park considerately near 

to the pub. Refreshments available there after the walk.  OS 

Map ref: SP 119 235. W3W: darkest.grounding.scouting 

CNL60 – Splendid Snowdrops – Saturday 14
th

 February – 

Moderate 1 to 1.5hr 2ml.   

A Valentine’s Day walk along a section of the Windrush valley. 

Here the snowdrops flourish, just waiting to be admired. Ar-

rive early for a coffee and perhaps even lunch afterwards.  

Start: 11.00am The Fox at Barrington, Great Barrington, Bur-

ford, OX18 4TB.   OS Map ref: SP 204 131.  

PLEASE use appropriate footwear as some walks may be steep 

and muddy in places. EASY - Length may vary but terrain is 

mainly flat (level); MODERATE - includes some hills and rough 

ground. We welcome guide and hearing dogs - sorry, others 

not allowed. 

Walks are free although we do invite donations to help fund 

our conservation and improvement work. 
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Archery Club                        GRArcheryClub@gmail.com 

Badminton Club   clclare@gmail.com 

Bell Ringers, BOW    Stephanie Hemming 01451 810996 

Bell Ringers , Gt Ris    Andrew Fleming   07711 867280 

Bourton Book Club  csandles75@gmail.com   

Bourton Chase Residents Association  bourtonchase@gmail.com 07881 371187 

Bourton Road Runners   Nicky Patterson Brr.clubsec@gmail.com. 

Bourton Rovers Chairman  Liam Williams   07769 216528 

Bourton Sustainability Network  bourtonSnetwork@gmail.com07881 371187 

Bourton Vale Cricket Club  Philip Colmer  07730608815 

Bourton Vale Tennis Club  www.bourtontennisclub.org 

Brass & Silver Bands  Stephanie Hemming 01451 810996 

Community Day Club  Support Service team 01608 652019 

Cotswold Friends   www.cotswoldsfriends.org 01608 651415  

Cotswold Yoga   Nazuna Yeo  07490858775 

Dementia Friendly  Café   Kathy Chesters    07746 672726 

Fitness League   Kathy Kirk  01993 882350 

Gardening Club   Sheila Thorpe  07973391741 

Glos. Advanced Motorists   Rod Harrison.         01451 821605 

Hockey Club   admin@bashc.co.uk  

Jubilee Lodge      01451 823100 

McTimoney Practitioner  Tina Hamer  07884 312559 

Men in Sheds    Keith     01451 831886 

Moreton Bowls Club  Linda Bennett     mbcbowling1@gmail.com 

Moreton in Marsh Young Farmers Wilf Harrison  07821 152744 

North Cotswold Arts Association Jeni Smith  078506 50763 

North Cotswold Gymnastics Club Caroline Gill  01451 263130 

OPEN 4U   Barbara Newstead 01451 824225 

Panto Group        Angela Layton   01451 821344 

Probus Club   Kevin Hick   01451 860435 

Rotary Club Nth Cotswolds Steve Whincup   07488 365908  

Royal British Legion Bourton  Bill McKenzie   01451 824303 

Rural Cinema   Mollie Wise   01451 822365 

Scottish Dancing Group  Christine Bucknall    01993 830760 

    Bucknallce@gmail.com   

Short Led Walks   Claire Buston  07720509895 

Stay strong & Steady  Cally Maxwell  07957 546 067 

    cotswoldactivehealth@gmail.com 

Stow Textile Group  Julie Smith   01608 651006 

T’ai Chi           Valerie Ward      07779 746346 

u3a  Bourton & District  www.bourton.u3asite.uk 

Victoria Hall   Sue  Roberts  01451 822230 

Village  Warden   Steve Cotton  07729 114833 

Volunteer Help Centre      01608 651415 

WI        Victoria Jackson  07549 640492 

Windrush Carers Support Group  Barbara Newstead   01451 821523 

4 Shires Swimming Club  Jo Shaw     membership@4ssc.uk.uk 

LOCAL GROUPS AND ORGANISATIONS     For amendments email:   

team@bourtonbroswer.co.uk   or call 01451 822431   

HIRE of HALLS   

Baden Powell Hall  lettingsbph@gmail.com  

Baptist Church Hall  Tim Newstead 01451 821523  

Bourton Cricket Clubhouse  Bethany Grist  bvccbook-

ings@outlook.com, 07772 7884358 

Bourton Farmers Market    Miles Salmon 07980 080073 

British Legion Hall    Branch Office  

01451 824303 

Broadwell Village Hall    Tracey Spragg   broadwellvillage-

hall@gmail.com 

Cotswold Hall, Northleach    Jacques Astic   01451 860366 

George Moore Community Centre   

Jo Herbert  01451820712 

assistant.clerk@bourtononthewater-pc.gov.uk  

Lower Slaughter Village Hall    annclass@yahoo.com 

St. Lawrence’s    Mrs Gill Willett   

01451 821484  

familywillett@hotmail.co.uk 

Victoria Hall  Sue Roberts  01451 822230 

Wyck Rissington Village Hall, 07584 188200   

vhwyckriss@gmail.com, 

The Charity Knitting Circle  

The Charity Knitting Circle will still be meeting at Willoughby 

Place, Bourton-on-the-Water on the second Wednesday each 

month from 10am until Noon.  Come along and enjoy a cup of 

Coffee/Tea and Biscuits.  Knitted items still needed for chari-

ties, Peter will pick things up from Willoughby Place.  

Email:  peterdboxall@gmail.com.   

Thank you, Irene and Peter 
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Rates and Dates for advertising 

in the BOURTON BROWSER  BOURTON BROWSER  BOURTON BROWSER  BOURTON BROWSER   

Full details:  ww.bourtonbrowser.co.uk  

6 x 9 cm per mth £36, per 3 mths £77, 

per 6 mths £148,  per 12 mths £275.  9 

x 12 cm per mth £72, per 3 mths £154, 

per 6 mths £296, per 12 mths £550.   

Deadline 15
th

 of preceding month. 

Email team@bourtonbrowser.co.uk to 

enquire about booking.   State size re-

quired & attach advert as a jpeg or pdf.  

I will confirm if space is available or you 

may call 01451 822431 to discuss.  Ad-

vertising spaces are limited, early book-

ing & prompt payment is essential.   

Delivery—We print 2300 copies & aim 

to deliver to every house in Bourton-

on-the-Water & Clapton-on-the-Hill.               

Ray Dodd, Advertising Manager 

ABOUT THE BOURTON BROWSERBOURTON BROWSERBOURTON BROWSERBOURTON BROWSER 

All articles received will be printed 

wherever possible in the magazine & on 

the website, however we reserve the 

right not to print anonymous letters or 

anything of a defamatory or controver-

sial nature.   

We have a word limit of 300 words per 

article.   

If your contact details appear in the 

Bourton Browser they will be on our 

website copy.  If you do not want this 

to happen, tell us.  Unless we hear from 

you, we will assume consent.   

The views of contributors to the Bour-

ton Browser may not necessarily be 

those of the Editor, nor can the Bourton 

Browser accept any responsibilities in 

connection with any companies or or-

ganisations mentioned. 

Bourton Library 
The George Moore Community Centre, 

Moore Road, Bourton-on-the-Water,  

GL54 2AZ.  01451 820964  

Opening Hours   
Tues 10am-1pm, Wed 2-5pm, Fri 

10am-1pm & 2-5pm, Sat 10am-1pm.   

Friendly staff & volunteers.    

Internet access,  

Advert Printing & Photocopying.  

www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries   

Emily Sutton-Redford     

07823 429150 

The Bourton Browser  Bourton Browser  Bourton Browser  Bourton Browser      

is printed by Peter Dunford,  

01608 658104,   

petedunf@aol.com  


