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   Bourton-on-the-Water Parish News 

The DEADLINE for Adverts & Articles for the June edition is Noon on 15th May 2026 

DIARY DATES 

Baptist Church Hall = BCH 

British Legion Hall = BLH 

Cricket Club Pavilion = CCP 

George Moore Community Centre=  GMCC 

Jubilee Lodge = JL Market Close = MC 

North Cotswold Sale Room= NCS 

St Lawrence Church = StLC 

Victoria Hall = VH Willoughby Place = WP 

News from the Parish Council – May 2026 

Updates from April Council Business 

Rissington Road Car Park Charges 

Cotswold District Council introduced revised parking charges at the Rissington Road car 

park from 10 April 2026 as follows: 

Rissington Road, Bourton-on-the-Water 

 Up to 2 hours: £4.40 (previously £4.20) 

 Up to 3 hours: £5.50 (previously £5.30) 

 Up to 5 hours: £7.30 (previously £7.00) 

 Up to 10 hours: £10.60 (previously £10.10) 

Charges will apply 10am-8pm from Monday to Sunday. 

Litter Collection and Bin Provision 

The Litter Stakeholder Group, comprising officers from Cotswold District Council, Dis-

trict Councillors and Parish Council members, continues to work on improvements to 

litter collection services and bin provision in the village. 

Following a litter bin survey, options are being explored for alternative bin types, along 

with adjustments to collection methods and timings by CDC’s waste contractor. 

Cotswold District Council has also introduced an online reporting system for damaged 

or overflowing litter and dog waste bins. Users can select individual bins via an interac-

tive map. In Bourton-on-the-Water, where bins are closely clustered, icons may overlap 

even at maximum zoom. If you are unable to select the correct bin, please choose the 

closest one and add further details on the next screen. 

You can make a report here: 

https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/environment/litter-street-cleaning-and-dog-fouling/ 

Tourist Levy Funded Village Improvements 

The following projects funded through the Tourist Levy are either completed or nearing 

completion: 

 New gateway surfacing and a safety gate installed at The Naight play area 

 Drainage works along the pathway adjacent to Jubilee Orchard 

 Path repairs around the Village Green 

 Installation of a metal side railing on the George Moore Bridge in Victoria Street to 

match the existing railing, which has also been refreshed 

The Village Green railings are scheduled to be removed on 1st May, by which time the 

newly turfed and seeded grass is expected to have begun establishing 

Please contact the Clerk if you would like to make suggestions for future Tourist Levy 

projects.  The funding must spent on projects to mitigate the effects of tourism on the 

village. 

The Bourton BrowserBourton BrowserBourton BrowserBourton Browser is run by volunteers & delivered monthly FREE to every 

household in the Village.   

Go to the “Get in Touch” tab and then complete the contact form to send questions,  

articles (max.300 words), adverts  & event details to the team.   

Copyright  Bourton Browser 2026 

Continued on  Page 3  Continued on page 2, column 1. 

1
st

 Men in Sheds Open Day, behind 

BLH, 9.30am-12.30pm. See pages 

12 & 18. 

1
st

 Charlie Green, Christian Aid Con-

cert, StLC, 7pm, tickets £10,   

01451 821867, 01451 822037 or  

on the door.  See page 9. 

3
rd

 Live Music with Chris Slater, The 

Old New Inn, Rissington Rd, 7pm.  

See page 3.  

4
th

 & 18
th 

Mindsong, Sing 2 Remember 

GMCC, 10.30am & 2.30pm.  07764 

212506 or 01451 821216. 

5
th

 Kate’s Home Nurses, “Dying Mat-

ters”, Salmondsbury Room, GMCC.   

3-5pm, All welcome.  Tea & Cake 

provided.  See page 19 for details. 

6
th

 Annual Parish Council Meeting, 

GMCC, 7pm.  See page 3. 

6
th

 Sight Loss Advice Hub, GMCC, 

drop in 1-2pm, join social group 2-

4pm.  Call 01242 221170, or email  

info@insight-glos.org.uk   

8
th

 Friends of Bourton School, Race 

Night, 7.30pm, Bourton Primary 

School, £1 bets, cash or card, £5 

entry includes glass of fizz.  In aid 

of the school.& preschool..  

8
th

 & 22
nd

 Dementia
 
Friendly Cafe, StLC, 

2-4pm, 07746 672726. See page 3.  

12
th

 WI, VH, 7pm.  ‘Race Night’. See 

page 18 for details..  

13
th

 Charity Knitting Circle, WP, 10am-

12pm.  See page 4.  

13
th

 & 27
th

 Bourton Community Day 

Club,
 
10.30am - 2.30pm, MC, GL54 

2HE.   01608 652019.  
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13
th

 u3a Scrabble, GMCC.  2-4pm.  

07341 094206. peterdaw-

son790@icloud.com    

13
th

 Horticultural Club Annual Outing 

Kingham Lodge Gardens, See page 

5 for details. 

17
th

 Bourton Gymnastics Club, Summer 

Fun Day, 11am-3pm, games, gym-

nastics, freestyle. All ages & abili-

ties welcome. Unit 20b, Bourton 

Industrial Park, GL54 2HQ.  See 

page 13. 

18
th

 Rural Cinema, ‘The Choral’, Histori-

cal/drama, 12A, Ralph Fiennes, 

Mark Addy, Lyndsey Marshall.  VC, 

2.30pm & 7.30pm.  See page  18. 

24
th

 Live Music with Chris Slater, The 

Old New Inn, Rissington Rd, 7pm.  

See page 3.  

27
th

 Parish Council Meeting, 7pm, 

GMCC, all welcome.  See page 3. 

27
th

 u3a, BLH, 10am-12noon, AGM. All 

welcome to attend.  See page 6.  

www.bourton.u3asite.uk . 

28
th

 Book Club Bourton Book Club 

meeting, 7pm. The Old New Inn.   

csandles75@gmail.com   

28
th 

Parish Councillor Surgery, GMCC, 

2-4pm.  See page 3. 

29
th

-30
th 

The Absolute Gospel Company  
“
The Book of Life”, Baptist Church,  

Sat. 7.30pm, Sun 2.30pm & 

7.30pm.  Free entry.  See pages 7 

& 8. 

30
th

Parish Councillor Surgery, GMCC, 

10am-12noon..  See page 3. 

31
st

 Farmers Market, BLH Car Park, 

GL54 2AR. 8.30am-12.30pm. 

07980 080073. 

 

Continued from page 1 column 1  Regular Weekly Bourton Events    

Mon. “Old Sweats” Meeting, BLH, 

10am—12 Noon, 07714 852364 

bourton.secretary@rbl.community 

Mon. & Fri, Bourton Men in Sheds, 

9.30am-12.30pm, Behind RBL, 

Keith     01451 831886. 

Mon. & Thurs. Stay Strong & Steady,   

BLH, 1-2.30pm.  07957 546067 

cotswoldactivehealth@gmail.com   

Mon. & Fri. Cotswold Yoga, VH, Mon 

10-11am, Fri 5-6pm, 07490858775.   

Tues. Drop in Digital Help Group, 

GMCC, 10.30am-12.30pm.  07707 

281803.  (see page 20)  

Tues. “Together on Tuesdays”, soup 

lunch, StLc, 12-2pm.   

Thurs. Flexercise, BLH, 10-11am. 01993 

882350  kathy.kirk@live.com   

Helping Hand is our small grants scheme 

to help support the amazing work carried 

out by small charities and community 

organisations across the North Cots-

wolds.  

This is our fifth year of the grant 

scheme.  In the first four years we have 

given grants to 39 local charities and 

community associations totalling over 

£18,000.  

This year we were able to increase the 

maximum grant available from £500 to 

£750 with a total budget of £10,000.   Of 

the 18 applications we received, we 

made awards to 14 local charities and 

community organisations. Beneficiaries 

included schools, youth organisations, 

village halls, and a number of small chari-

ties that are making a huge difference to 

people in our community who have dis-

abilities, are struggling with the cost of 

living or suffering long-term illness. 

John Barber 
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Continued from page 1, column 2  ment systems. Progress continues on the revised CDC Local 

Plan, expected to be approved in August following over 3,500 

public responses, alongside ongoing discussions about future 

combined authority arrangements for Gloucestershire. 

Meetings and Contact Details 

7pm, Wednesday 6 May 2026 Annual Parish Council Meeting 

Windrush Room, George Moore Community Centre 

At the Annual Meeting, the Council will elect the Chairman, 

Vice Chairman and committee members.  

7pm, Wednesday 27th May 2026 – Ordinary Parish Council 

Meeting 

Windrush Room, George Moore Community Centre 

All Parish Council meetings are live-streamed via Microsoft 

Teams and recorded. Links are provided on the published agen-

das. 

Meeting calendar: 

www.bourtononthewater-pc.gov.uk/the-council/meeting-calendar 

Contact 

Parish Clerk: Sharon Henley 

� clerk@bourtononthewater-pc.gov.uk 

� 01451 820712 

Windrush Room Improvements 

Acoustic panels have been installed in the Windrush Room at 

the George Moore Community Centre to improve sound qual-

ity, addressing issues with echo and clarity. The Parish Council 

would like to thank Gloucestershire County Council, whose 

Grassroots Neighbourhood Fund provided the funding for this 

project. 

Grounds Maintenance 

The Parish Council’s new grounds maintenance contractors 

commenced work in Bourton-on-the-Water on 1st April. ODS 

employs sub-contractors, Tactical, who residents will see work-

ing around the village. Please contact the Parish Office with any 

questions or feedback regarding grass cutting or grounds main-

tenance. 

Councillor Surgeries 

Thank you to everyone who attended our April Councillor Sur-

geries. The upcoming dates are: 

 2–4pm on Thursday 28th May 

 10am–12 noon on Saturday 30th May 

 2–4pm on Wednesday 17th June 

 10am–12 noon on Saturday 27th June 

All sessions will take place in the Salmonsbury Room at the 

George Moore Community Centre. These sessions provide an 

opportunity to meet your councillors and discuss village mat-

ters. 

Thames Water Road Closure – June 

Gloucestershire County Council Highways has advised that a 

road closure will be in place from 8th–22nd June to allow 

Thames Water to carry out works. 

The closure will affect the section of Station Road between the 

Fosseway and The Furrows and will apply to traffic travelling 

in both directions so access to parts of the village to and from 

the Fosseway via Station Road will not be possible.  Residents 

will need to route via Lansdowne or Meadow Way. 

District Council Update 

District Councillor Len Wilkins reports that Cotswold District 

Council has recently reviewed key policy matters, including 

biodiversity, the Local Nature Recovery Strategy, Community 

Infrastructure Levy processes, housing policy and car park pay-

Bourton Probus Club 

Sadly, I regret to inform readers that the Bourton Probus Club 

has had to close down. This was because of declining numbers, 

making it difficult to form a committee to run the club. This is 

very sad as Probus has been running in Bourton for well over 

20 Years.  The remaining money, after the closure, is to be do-

nated to Kate's Home Nursing.       

Roger Harris 

Dementia Friendly Cafe            

In May we are having a social session on 22nd and the Music 

Men are coming on the 8th May. We are looking forward to 

hearing them again.  On 18th May we shall be at Tesco's and 

the Co-op, giving out information as part of National Dementia 

Week. We have also been invited to speak on Cotswold Radio, 

on their Wednesday afternoon programme. 

We look  forward to seeing  you at one of these events. 

Bill  Wragge 
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FOR  SALE / WANTED ITEMS 

To advertise items such as Household items, Toys, Garden Equipment etc, 

complete the contact form on the “Get in Touch” tab.   

The advert should be no more than 15 words.  I 

t must be received  before 12 noon on the 15
th
 of the month.   

No commercial adverts accepted for this section.   

OUT AND ABOUT in May 

Mondays - Northleach Bridge Club,  Cotswold Hall, Northleach, 

7:15pm.  Contact northleachbridgeclub@gmail.com 

2
nd

-4
th

 Lechlade Annual Vintage Rally & Country Show, Langley 

Farm, Langley Lane, Clanfield, Bampton, OX18 2RZ.   10am-

4.30pm.  www.lechladecollectorsclub.co.uk/ 

2
nd

-4
th 

Western Weekend, The Ox Shed, Cotswold Farm Park, 

Guiting Power,  GL54 5FL. Live Country Music & Western 

Parlour Games, 12 noon-8.30pm.   01451 850307.  

www.cotswoldfarmpark.co.uk  

3
rd

 Midlands Austin 7 Club meet & carvery (pre bookings only). 

Cotswold Blues Club, Merrymouth, Stow Rd, OX7 6HR. 

www.cotswoldmerrymouth.co.uk  01993 256620. See ad-

vert page 5. 

7
th

-10
th 

RHS
  
Malvern Spring Festival, Three Counties Show-

Ground, Malvern, WR13 6NW. www.rhsmalvern.co.uk 

8
th

   Ric Sanders (Fairport Convention) & Vo Fletcher, Westcote 

Village Hall, 7.30pm, Back by popular request! Tickets £16 

from westcote.bookings@gmail.com or 07834 493637 

8
th

 Tango Calor, Argentine music & song. Tickets available 

from northleachevents.co.uk  

9
th

 Village Market, Great Rissington Club. 10am till noon.  

Looking forward to seeing you. Jackie Palmer, 01451 

822285.  

9
th

-10
th

 Combe Mill, Blenheim Palace Sawmills, OX29 8ET.   Sat. 

Amateur Radio Club, (Mill not in Steam),  Sun. Mills Week-

end, Mill in Steam. Tea Room, & BBQ.  10.30am-4pm. Dogs 

welcome. Free parking. www.combemill.org 01993 

358694.  See page 17.   

15
th

 Rissingtons Local History Society, 7.30pm, "William Tyn-

dale's Gloucestershire" by Alan Pilbeam.  Village Hall, Up-

per Rissington GL54 2QW. Visitors welcome £3.50 to in-

clude refreshments.  information.RLHS@gmail.com  07815 

606770. 

21
st

 Teed Up (Blues), Cotswold Blues Club, Merrymouth, Stow 

Rd, OX7 6HR. www.cotswoldmerrymouth.co.uk  01993 

256620. See advert page 5. 

23
rd

-25
th

 Blenheim Palace Food Festival, OX20 1UL.  

www.blenheimpalace.com or 01993 810530 

23
rd

-25
th

 Cotswold Festival of Steam, Gloucestershire and War-

wickshire Steam Railway,   gwsr.com  

24
th

Westcote Open Gardens, 2pm to 5pm, £5 entry, children 

free.  Plants for sale, plus Tea & Cake in the Village Hall. In 

aid of St Mary’s Church. 

24
th

-25
th

 Giant Plant Sale and Open Garden, Pasture Farm, Up-

per Oddington, GL56 0XG. 11am-5pm.  £8pp, children free.  

Dog friendly.  Teas and home-made cakes.  Everyone wel-

come and all proceeds go to Kate’s Home Nursing. 

 29
th

Robert Dover's Cotswold Olimpick Games, Dover's Hill, 

Chipping Campden, GL55 6UW.  Early bird tickets on-line 

www.olimpickgames.co.uk/ 

The Charity Knitting Circle  

The Charity Knitting Circle will still be meeting at Willoughby 

Place, Bourton-on-the-Water on the second Wednesday each 

month from 10am until Noon.  Come along and enjoy a cup of 

Coffee/Tea and Biscuits.  Knitted items still needed for charities, 

Peter will pick things up from Willoughby Place.  

Email:  peterdboxall@gmail.com.   

Thank you,  Irene and Peter 

Free 
Bosch electric (corded)  

lawnmower  

with grass box. 

01451 824343 

For Sale 
2 Garden Recliner Chairs.  

Excellent Condition, used 

only once.  Photos available. 

£40.     07531 475636 

Irene.hunt@btinternet.com 

For Sale  
Pretty writing bureau.  

Fitted interior. Four drawers,  
brass drop handles.  
Up-cycling project?   

£35.       01451 820917 

Free to Collect 
Fridge Freezer, 

Dishwasher, 
Washing Machine, 

All integrated models. 
07730 937966 

Hawk in the Mist 

On a branch on the high road, 

A huddled buzzard squats alone. 

Engulfed by the swirling mist 

On his gnarled, tactical throne. 

Aloof from the cautious traffic, 

Waiting for the mist to demise. 

Before he opens eager wings 

And starts to ravenously arise. 

Hugh O’Connell 
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 McTimoney  Practitioner est. 1999 

 Dry Needling / Low Level Laser 

 Also Equine / Canine McTimoney 

 Registered with The Association for McTimoney 
Practitioners  

Tina Hamer, mp, mamp  

Gentle and effective treatment for a variety of conditions 

IN PAIN??? 
TRY “THE BACK WOMAN” AT BOURTON! 

37 Roman Way, Bourton-on-the-Water, GL54 2EW 

Tel: 01451 542016 / 07884 312559 

Email:   tina.hamer@sky.com           www bourtonmctimoney.co.uk 

Bourton Vale Horticultural Society   

Your friendly garden club 

Having been lulled into thinking spring had arrived, Storm 

Dave showed us that we shouldn’t “cast a clout till May is 

out”.  Don’t put out those tender plants yet. 

The March meeting was our annual Plant Swop and GQT.  

There were lots of assorted plants so everyone went away 

with a good selection.  Thanks to all members for raiding their 

beds and greenhouses to make a successful and very social 

evening.  Mike didn’t have a question but he did make an 

“observation” which impressed us all.  He has a pot of sweet 

peas which he has kept flowering for several years – we 

thought they must have been the everlasting sweet pea but 

not a bit of it.  Something we will all be trying this year. 

I sneakily reminded everyone of the Giant Plant Sale, once 

again being held in at Pasture Farm, Oddington on Sunday 24
th

 

and Monday, 25
th

 May.  Teas and home-made cakes.  Every-

one welcome and all proceeds go to Kate’s Home Nursing. 

Our next get together is for our Annual Outing.  This year to 

Kingham Lodge gardens on Wednesday, 13
th

 May.  Cost is 

£12 .   If you haven’t put your name down it’s not too late.  Let 

Mike Marshall or me know and bring cash on the day. 

The competition will be a buttonhole. 

Happy gardening. 

Sheila Thorpe 

07973 391741 

sheila@bobblefarm.co.uk 

BOURTON PANTO GROUP    AFTER SHOW DINNER 

February may feel like a distant 

memory now, but not when it comes 

to our fabulous after show dinner! 

Following the roaring success of 

Beauty and the Beast, our members 

and patrons came together for a 

truly delightful evening at The Manse 

in Bourton. 

While the cast and crew know each 

other very well (perhaps too well 

after weeks of rehearsals!), the eve-

ning was a wonderful opportunity to 

get to know our valued patrons—

those generous supporters who help 

keep our group going but don’t al-

ways get the chance to join us behind 

the scenes. It was lovely to finally put 

faces to names and share stories 

from the show. 

The night itself was full of laughter, 

great company, and of course plenty 

of delicious food. The tables looked 

fantastic, complete with personalised 

name cards and thoughtful favours that added an extra sprinkle 

of magic. A huge thank you goes to Nicky Franks for organising 

such a fantastic evening—it really was the perfect way to cele-

brate a brilliant show! 

SUMMER SHOW 

Don’t put away your singing voices just yet… because some-

thing exciting is on the horizon! 

After almost 10 years, we are absolutely thrilled to announce 

the return of our Summer Show!! This year will be a little differ-

ent, featuring an entertaining mix of songs from well-loved mu-

sicals alongside sketches from popular sitcoms. Performances 

will take place on Friday 3rd July (evening) and Saturday 4th 

July (matinee and evening). 

It promises to be a fun-filled event with something for every-

one, while still bringing that signature energy and spirit our 

audiences love. 

If you’re interested in getting involved, or would simply like 

more information, please email clodaghogden91@gmail.com or 

message us on Facebook—Bourton Panto 

Group. 

So watch this space… the curtain is rising once 

again, and we can’t wait to see you there! 

Emily Franks 
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Bourton Browser Tea Party 2026:  We look forward to seeing 

our deliverers at the tea party.  If you are a deliverer and 

would like to attend but have not yet replied, please get in 

touch right away.  The email address is below. 

David Stanfield:  We were saddened to hear the news of 

David’s death on 29th March.  Jenny and David have been 

Bourton Browser deliverers for over 20 years and were also 

Distributors for the South of the Village for some time.  We 

would like to offer our condolences to Jenny and all of David’s 

family. 

Deliverer Changes: long time deliverer Anne Creed has re-

tired, our thanks for her many years of stalwart delivering.  

Taking her place are Ian and Angela Kendal, welcome!  Also, 

welcome to Mark Hough, newly, (in March) moved to Bourton 

from London, who will take the route advertised in last 

month’s Browser for ‘The Birds’. 

Articles: We welcome articles, letters, poems, etc (maximum 

300 words) & photographs, from adults, children, local com-

munity groups and businesses on any subjects of local inter-

est. 

Bourton On-line Village Diary: To see 

what’s going on in Bourton for this, and 

future months, use the QR code or go to 

our website, see below.  If you are planning 

a Bourton based event, email the details to 

the address below.  We will add them to 

the on-line village diary and include them in the “Diary Dates” 

column in the relevant month’s Browser.  

The on-line diary is a useful tool that can prevent major events 

clashing, so check it before scheduling your event!  Remember 

we can only put events in if you tell us about them!     

The Bourton Browser TeamThe Bourton Browser TeamThe Bourton Browser TeamThe Bourton Browser Team 

team@bourtonbrowser.co.uk    

www.bourtonbrowser.co.uk 

Bourton Browser  Bourton Browser  Bourton Browser  Bourton Browser      
Team NewsTeam NewsTeam NewsTeam News    

*Special offer: Half price membership until October 2026!!* 

Have you recently retired and / or moved to the area? Are you 

looking for new friends?  Are you interested in any of the fol-

lowing?   

We neither require nor give any qualifications 

Archaeology          Ballroom Dancing          Reading Books 

Playing (Social) Bridge                Country Dancing 

(solos) Chatting & Drinking Coffee          

 Watching Interesting Films 

French Conversation        Table Tennis        Indoor Kurling 

History                    Mahjong         Mexican Trains!! 

Nature walks and Talks      Photography     Reading Plays 

Reading and Writing Poetry              Quizzes 

Playing the Recorder or Ukelele 

Playing Scrabble          Playing Skittles (in a pub!!) 

Country Walking       Eating Sunday Lunch!       

Short Discovery walks            Walking Basketball         

 Watercolour Painting 

Group meetings are held throughout the week 

 in Bourton, Stow, Moreton and The Rissingtons. 

Our next General Meeting, held in the Royal British Legion Hall 

in Bourton-on-the-Water, is on  

Wednesday 27th May 2026  

from 10am to 12 noon. 

This will be our AGM where we will briefly review the past 

year’s activities and outline the new and prospective groups. 

Everyone welcome 

 For more details on all these topics, please go to: 

www.bourton.u3asite.uk 
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QUAKERS  

The Religious Society of Friends 

Every Sunday 11am  

at  The Friends Meeting House,  

Pytts Lane, Burford, OX18 4SJ. 

Enquiries welcome Myra Ford 

01451 810484.   

To request a free info pack,  

email: outreach@quaker.org.uk 

Message from the Church 

The Benefice of Bourton with Clapton & The Rissingtons 

For Pews News  with info—www.bourtonparishchurch.co.uk  

Email: admin@bourtonparishchurch.co.uk 

All welcome on Sundays - 11am service every week 

Charlie Green Concert  in aid of Christian Aid - Friday 1st May 7pm 

Advance tickets from Robert Nelmes or Sheila Owen 

Special Service for Ascension Day at Upper Farm, Clapton 7pm on Thursday 14th May 

 

Regular services: 8am Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion – 10th and 24th May 

   6pm - Holy Communion with hymns –3rd May 

   6pm Contemplative Prayer - 17th May 

   Holy Communion & Coffee on Wednesdays @ 10.00am NOT 27th May 

Breakfast Church - Saturday 9th May - 9am start – everyone welcome 

Together on Tuesdays – Lunch Club 12-1.30pm every week – all welcome 

TOAST - for primary children and carers see posters - alternate Tuesdays 

BumbleBeez (parent and child group) every Thursday 9.30-11.30am 

 

St James, Clapton @ 9.30am 3rd May – Morning Worship & 17th BCP Holy Com-

munion:  

Rev. Hannah Allen 01451 822918 

Roman Catholic Parish of 

Our Lady & St. Kenelm,  

Stow on the Wold 

stow-bourtoncatholic.net 

Fr. Stephen Lambert 07836 384932 

stephen.lambert@cliftondiocese.com 

SERVICES IN MAY 

Weekend Masses: Saturday evening: 

Vigil Mass 6 pm.  Sunday morning:  9 am 

Sung Mass, including Childrens’ liturgy. 

Weekday Masses: At 9 am every day (no 

Mass Saturday mornings). Mass on Tues-

days usually takes place at St. Law-

rence’s, Bourton at 9 am. (Check with 

website).   

The priest welcomes all enquiries about the 

Christian faith, Baptisms, Confirmations, 

Weddings, Funerals, the Sacrament of Recon-

ciliation, Blessing of houses, etc.  

SPECIAL CELEBRATIONS 

Ascension Day, Thursday May 14th: 

Sung Mass 6 pm. (No morning Mass that 

day). Pentecost Sunday (Whit Sunday), 

Sunday 24th May: Vigil Mass 6 pm on 

Saturday evening 23rd, Sung Mass 9 am. 

Sunday morning.  

Fr. Stephen is running a course teaching 

the basics of the Christian faith for peo-

ple who want to know more about it, or 

who have issues with Christianity, or 

who have given up on their faith.  Email 

or text him for more information. 

Fr. Stephen 

The Water Church/Bourton Baptist Church  

 Minister: Rev Sue Woodley 

 Manse: 01451 820055  Mobile: 07828 781246 

 Church Office: 01451 824225 

 E-mail: minister@bourtonbaptist.co.uk 

Sunday Morning Service 10.30am Communion Sunday 17th 

Saturday 23rd May 10am Thy Kingdom Come Prayer Service 

Sunday 24th May 10.30am Pentecost Sunday 

Cafe' Tots Every Wednesday 9.15-11.15am 

Open4U Every Thursday from 10 -4pm in the church hall 

Network 828 Saturday 16th 7pm British Legion 

Our minister is also available for informal chats and prayer 

 

“The Book of Life" Musical Friday 29th May 7.30pm 

Saturday 30th May 2.30pm and 7.30pm 

Free Admission by ticket from Shalom or the Baptist Church 

trust what he said and what is recorded 

in the Gospels. He predicted his own 

resurrection, and he promised that 

there is indeed life after death, made 

possible for each of us through his own 

death and rising.   

Belief is never ‘a stab in the dark.’ It 

should always be built on reason and 

intellect, or it will fail us. The complex-

ity and wonder of the Universe point us 

to a Creator who is the key to all exis-

tence. God would not be God unless he 

was Master of life and death. The evi-

dence for the Risen Christ is so strong. 

Not just what is recorded in the Gos-

pels, but confirmed by so many of 

those early church martyrs who went 

to their death at the hands of the Ro-

man emperors, rather than deny what 

they knew to be true: that Jesus Christ 

has truly risen. 

Fr. Stephen 

St. Thomas was absent when Jesus first 

appeared to his disciples after the Resur-

rection. On hearing their news of the 

Risen Christ, he said: ‘Unless I see in his 

hands the mark of the nails…..and place 

my hand into his side, I will never be-

lieve.’ Eight days later Jesus appeared 

once more to his disciples and Thomas 

was with them this time. Jesus ad-

dressed him personally and said: ‘Put 

your finger here, and see my hands; and 

put out your hand, and place it in my 

side. Doubt not, but believe. Thomas 

replied ‘My Lord and my God.’ Jesus 

asked him: ‘Have you believed because 

you have seen me? Blessed are those 

who have not seen and yet believe.’ 

We are those people who have not seen 

the Risen Christ. Why, then, should we 

believe? Jesus never demands that we 

have faith in him; but he invites us to 
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For The Younger Generations 

Wow…what a blast! 

We have had quite the exciting term at Cotswold Youth Thea-

tre and Sparkhouse Creatives! Finishing off our spring term 

with a wonderful showcase, workshop and holiday arts camp.  

Spring Showcase at Cidermill Theatre 

We had an incredible day at Cidermill, presenting wonderful 

productions from all our classes. Highlights included our Home-

Ed Juniors’ devised Pink Panther performance, featuring chore-

ography by Ellie O’Toole, and a joint Bourton and Cidermill 

production of Roald Dahl’s The Witches. We also had some 

fantastic performances of Wizard of Oz, as well as a wonderful 

devised performance Doorway into Adventure, exploring what 

happens when the world of Peter Pan, Wizard of Oz and Narnia 

all collide. 

Our Bourton Seniors delivered a strong performance of Teech-

ers, and we were pleased to present a preview of the Cidermill 

Collective’s reimagining of Jekyll & Hyde, which will tour the 

North Cotswolds this summer. 

The Cidermill Collective is a theatre group based in Cidermill 

Theatre run by the Cotswold Youth Theatre. This is an invite, 

auditioned group, creating space for actors ages 19-25 inter-

ested in pursuing acting and bringing quality youth arts into 

the Cotswolds. Directed by Milly Nixon and mentored by Ed-

ward Bennet (RSC Actor) and Award-winning Box House Thea-

tre. If interested in joining this group - please get in touch 

about auditioning.  

We are beyond proud of all our wonderful actors and looking 

forward to what the next term brings!  

'Spring into Arts' holiday camp 

At the beginning of the Easter holidays we hosted another fan-

tastic Arts Camp, this time led by Jenny Moss, our 

Sparkhouse Director of Arts. We had an absolute blast learning 

new painting techniques, painting outdoors and exploring per-

spectives. We also created mobiles, clay models and Lego 

stop-motion movies. We were very lucky to enjoy some beau-

tiful weather on our visit to the park during lunchtime.  

Follow us on facebook & instagram to find out about more arts 

activities coming soon. 

Launch of Sparkhouse Alternative Provision 

Last month, our Director of Alternative Provision, Gemma Win-

grove, launched a fantastic programme which offers a suppor-

tive and creative learning environment for children aged 5–12 

who benefit from an alternative approach to education. Based 

on a Thursday and Friday at the Baden Powell Hall, we work 

with local primary schools and parents to provide a more flexi-

ble education approach centered around learning through the 

Arts.  

For more information to see how your child could benefit, 

please contact: gemma.sparkhouse@gmail.com 

Other exciting events & news:  

 Workshop with the award-winning Box House Theatre 

 Commissioning Grant from Gloucestershire Council  

Jenny will be leading an Art-based project working 

with local primary schools and communities - continu-

ing to make our mission of accessible, affordable and 

inclusive arts come true. Follow our journey  on social 

media!  

 North Cotswold Rotary Grant 

We’re thrilled to receive a grant from North Cotswold 

Rotary! This funding will help us bring our Bringing 

Books to Life project to local schools, supporting 

teachers in using drama to inspire and engage reluc-

tant readers. 

For more news and updates, follow us on social media  

@cotswoldyouththeatre or @sparkhousecreatives 

Sarah Dowie 
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info@bourtonlr.com 07421 833304 

 

Local Groups and Organisations  for the  YOUNGER  GENERATION 

Beavers    Stephanie Lewis  07308 144397 

    1stbourtonbeavers@gmail.com 

Bourton Gymnastics   Tom Eden  01451 870778 

    Bourtongymnastics.co.uk 

Bourton Primary School     820458 

Bourton Road Runners Juniors  Chris Hartley/Richard  Buffton  0772 0509894 

    brrjuniors@gmail.com 

Bourton Rovers Youth (U10 Upwards) -  Catherine Williams   07889 694545 

Bourton Rovers Youth (U9 & below) -  Amy Wright   07876 458571  

Bourton Vale Cricket Club  Lucy Gillespie   07949 227128 

    craiglucygillespie@yahoo.com 

B’n Vale Equestrian Centre   Leanne Launchbury   821101 

Bourton Vale Tennis Club  Kingsley Harris    07879 644218  

    www.bourtontennisclub.org 

Bumblebeez  babies & pre-school tots   Pat Taylor   07518 457652 

Cafe Tots      Sue Woodley    07828 781246 

Children’s Jujitsu   Andy or Hayley  07951 587398 

Cubs    Nick Hawke  07788 406728  

    1stbourtoncubs@gmail.com 

Hockey    Rhys Davies  07817 108970 

Little Hurricanes (Babies & Toddlers) littlehurricanes@hotmail.com 

Moreton in Marsh Young Farmers Club  Wilf Harrison   07821 152744 

Pre-School   Lisa Sorley  07950 048066 

Scouts    Phil   1stbourtonscouts@gmail.com 

Squirrels    Emily                   1stbourtonsquirrels@gmail.com 

4Shires Swimming   Jo Shaw   membership@4ssc.uk.uk 

Taekwon-do    Lee Chapman   01285 640500 

The Cotswold School     820554  

Youth Club   Lynda Hicks  07867 121122 

Youth Theatre   Sarah Dowie     sarah@cotswold youththeatre.co.uk 
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National Victory for Year 11 

Our Year 11 girls have enjoyed an outstanding run in the Sis-

ters’n’Sport National Vase  Netball Competition. Travelling 

across the country to face strong opposition, including fixtures 

in Cheshire and Bath, the team consistently demonstrated 

teamwork, resilience and growing confidence. Finals Day at 

Loughborough University brought a fantastic semi-final win (17-

9), securing their place in the final against Colyton Grammar 

School. In a composed and determined performance, the girls 

triumphed 21-14 to become National Vase champions. 

Senior Citizens’ Tea Celebration 

In April, our Year 11 prefects hosted a Senior Citizens’ Tea 

Party, welcoming over 100 local residents for a memorable 

afternoon. The event was organised by the students, who 

showed excellent teamwork, initiative and attention to detail. 

Guests enjoyed a delicious afternoon tea, including sand-

wiches, homemade cakes and sweet treats, served in a warm 

and friendly atmosphere with live music. A raffle, supported by 

generous donations from local businesses, added to the occa-

sion. The event provided a valuable opportunity for students 

and guests to connect and share stories. We are extremely 

proud of our prefects for delivering such a successful and com-

munity-spirited event. 

Students Embrace European Cultures 

Students recently enjoyed language trips to both France and 

Spain, gaining valuable cultural and linguistic experience. A 

record number joined the French immersion visit, staying with 

host families and exploring destinations including Saint-Malo 

and Mont Saint-Michel, while building confidence in their 

speaking skills. Meanwhile, students in Cádiz experienced 

Spanish life first-hand, attending school and exploring the his-

toric city. Both trips offered a unique opportunity to develop 

independence and deepen cultural understanding. Students 

returned with increased confidence and a renewed enthusi-

asm for language learning. 

If you have a business and are interested in sponsoring a de-

partment, please email marketing@thecotswoldschool.co.uk. 

Keep up to date with our school news: 

www.cotswold.gloucs.sch.uk 

The Cotswold School  
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 Bourton Vale Tennis Club 

Game, Set, Match 

Join the Action at Bourton Vale Lawn Tennis Club!  

The 2026 season is in full swing at Bourton Vale Lawn Tennis 

Club—and it’s shaping up to be one of our most exciting years 

yet! 

Team Highlights 

It’s already been a fantastic year for the club! Both of our la-

dies’ teams topped their Gloucestershire Winter League divi-

sions and earned promotion, while our mixed teams secured 

impressive second-place finishes. 

The Summer League is now underway, with two ladies’ and 

two men’s teams competing—good luck to all our players! 

Join the Club 

Membership for the 2026–27 season is now open. 

Whether you’re looking for relaxed social tennis, a great way 

to stay fit, or competitive match play, there’s something for 

everyone. Enjoy year-round access to our two floodlit hard 

courts—offering excellent value at around 40p per day. 

If you would like to have a chat, look around the club and have 

a coffee with a committee member to learn more – drop us an 

email to bvtennisclub@outlook.com and we will arrange a 

date. 

Visitors are always welcome too, with flexible holiday and pay-

and-play options available. 

Come along, get involved, and be part of something special 

this season! 

Find out more and sign up here: 

www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/BourtonValeLawnTennisClub 

We look forward to seeing you on the court 

Jacky Harding 

Bourton Primary Academy 
We are very pleased to finally be able to share with you the 

results of our recent Ofsted inspection in February. This inspec-

tion was under the new framework that only started in Novem-

ber.  

During the inspection, we had 3 inspectors over 2 days and 

they routinely commented on how calm, sensible and polite 

the students are and how they showed kindness to everyone 

around them. The inspectors also mentioned that the pupils 

follow our CARE statement (Challenge, Amaze, Respect and 

Enjoy) in everything they do. 

The process and the report are different to how it has been 

previously. The wording for the gradings has changed and they 

are now using colours to highlight how a school has achieved 

against the criteria. The report card you can see below indi-

cates the overall gradings we have achieved. The report will be 

available online for anyone that would like to read it in full. We 

feel that the final report reflects a true and honest outcome of 

a school we are very proud of.  To achieve strong standards in 

Personal Development & Well-being and Behaviour & Atten-

dance is representative of the children and the community that 

we are all part of. 

We have started the Summer Term with a Cricket coach for 

some of our KS2 classes and we are looking forward to seeing 

how their skills develop over the next few weeks. We are also 

very pleased to welcome the Play Rangers into school over the 

coming weeks to link the community and school together. By 

the time this has gone to print, our Year 4 children will have 

been on a residential visit and our Year 6 children are gearing 

up for their upcoming SATS tests. 

Tori Gainford,  Deputy Head 
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Men in Sheds, Bourton  

I recently dropped into Men in Sheds at the Royal British 

Legion. As part of the County Council’s Grassroots 

Neighbourhood Fund I was really pleased to be able to 

give £2,500 this year to the Bourton branch to help them 

thrive. 

Men (and women!) find the work they do really valuable 

for the community. When I met some of the villagers 

involved they told me that they’ve created seats, shop 

displays and planters amongst other things for the local 

community and of course everything they do is volun-

tary. 

It’s a great way of meeting other people, giving back to 

others locally and using skills which we may have never 

used since woodwork classes at school! 

Bourton is actively looking for more people to get in-

volved so if you’d like more information please contact 

C o t s w o l d  F r i e n d s  v i a  t h e i r  e m a i l 

sheds@cotswoldfriends.org. 

Pictured: Paul Hodgkinson with Desmond, Michael and 

Sheryl. 

Cllr Paul Hodgkinson  

(Bourton and Northleach division, GCC) 

A delightful new chapter has 

begun at the museum with 

the arrival of Bertie, the 

beautifully restored ice 

cream van now proudly 

parked by the River Win-

drush. Once forgotten and 

gathering dust in a barn, Ber-

tie was rediscovered by 

Henry Cole during an epi-

sode of his much‑loved tele-

vision series Find It, Fix It, 

Flog It. What looked at first 

like a tired relic of summers long past soon revealed itself to 

be a treasure worth saving. Recognising its charm and histori-

cal value, the museum acquired the van and set about return-

ing it to its former glory. 

The restoration has been nothing short of transformative. Ber-

tie’s cheerful colours, polished fittings, and nostalgic character 

have all been lovingly revived, allowing the van to shine once 

again as a symbol of simple pleasures and community spirit. 

Now, basking in the sunshine by the river in front of the mu-

seum, Bertie has quickly become a favourite sight for visitors. 

Its presence adds a whimsical splash of vintage charm to the 

landscape, evoking memories of childhood treats and long, 

carefree summer days. 

But Bertie isn’t the only newcomer making an impression. The 

museum’s Paved Paradise gallery—dedicated to celebrating 

the vibrant style and spirit of the 1960s and 70s—has wel-

comed a striking Triumph T10 scooter. With its sleek lines, 

compact frame, and unmistakable retro flair, the T10 fits per-

fectly within the gallery’s celebration of mid‑century design 

and culture. More than just a mode of transport, the scooter 

represents an era defined by freedom, individuality, and 

youthful energy. Its arrival enriches the museum’s growing 

collection of iconic British vehicles, offering visitors a vivid 

glimpse into the engineering, aesthetics, and cultural shifts of 

decades past. Paul Hodgkinson with Desmond, Michael and Sheryl. 
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BOURTON CHARITY  

CELEBRATES 30 YEARS 

Please support us in 2026 

Kate’s Home Nursing is a much-loved lo-

cal charity providing hospice care at 

home, alongside bereavement and carer 

support. In 2025 we provided over 4,000 free nursing hours to 

residents in Bourton-on-the-Water and surrounding villages. 

This year, we are proudly celebrating our 30th anniversary. As 

we mark this important milestone, we are asking for your sup-

port. We want to be here for the next 30 years and beyond – 

but we need your help. 

Like many hospices and hospice-at-home charities across the 

country, Kate’s Home Nursing is operating in a challenging 

funding environment. Most hospices are independent chari-

ties and typically receive only a proportion of their funding 

from the NHS, with the remainder needing to be raised 

through charitable donations, fundraising and retail income. 

Increasing demand and rising costs are placing significant 

pressure on the sector. 

We need to raise around £700,000 each year through the gen-

erosity of supporters, local businesses and fundraising activi-

ties. If you are already supporting us, thank you – we are so 

grateful. If not, we would love to hear from you. Here are 

some ways you can help: 

WAYS YOU CAN HELP 

 Set up a regular donation  

 visit:www.kateshomenursing.org/donate to see how your 

monthly support can make a difference. 

 Become a corporate partner   

 If you are a local business, we offer a range of sponsorship 

opportunities and welcome raffle or auction prize dona-

tions. 

 Play our weekly lottery   

 For just £1 per week, you could win £25,000 while helping 

us provide free hospice care at home and bereavement sup-

port. 

 Leave a gift in your Will  

 A legacy gift helps ensure we can continue our vital work, 

providing compassionate care and support for patients and 

their families. 

 Volunteer with us   

Bourton Gymnastics Club  

Here at Bourton Gymnastics Club, we offer a welcoming space 

where people of all ages and abilities can build strength, con-

fidence, and skill. Whether you’re taking your very first steps 

into the gym or training at an advanced level, our experienced 

coaches are here to support every stage of your journey. 

Our core gymnastics program focuses on developing balance, 

coordination, flexibility, and technique in a fun and structured 

environment. For younger children, our toddler sessions pro-

vide a playful introduction to movement, helping little ones 

explore safely while improving motor skills and social interac-

tion. 

For those looking for something more high-energy and crea-

tive, our freestyle and parkour sessions are a perfect fit. These 

classes encourage freedom of movement, teaching partici-

pants how to navigate obstacles, perform tricks, and build 

agility in an exciting, non-traditional setting. 

We also offer dedicated competition squads for gymnasts 

who want to take their training to the next level. In addition, 

we run exciting birthday parties and action-packed holiday 

camps, giving children even more opportunities to stay active 

and have fun during school breaks. 

Above all, our club prides itself on creating a positive and in-

clusive community where everyone can thrive. 

Join us on Sunday 17th of May for a Summer Fun Day 11am-

3pm, including games, gymnastics, freestyle, and lots of sweet 

treats. All ages and abilities are welcome to come along and 

have some fun! Why not make a day of it and enjoy a lovely 

walk around Bourton-on-the-Water afterwards. 

Unit 20b, Bourton Industrial Park, GL54 2HQ  

Katie Walker | Senior Coach  

01482 656438 | katie.walker@goldstaractive.co.uk 

www.goldstaractive.co.uk 

We are looking for volunteers to support our 30th anniver-

sary year – your time can make a real difference. 

 Take part in an event or organise your own   

 Help raise funds and awareness for Kate’s Home Nursing in 

your community. 

To find out more or get involved, visit: 

www.kateshomenursing.org/fundraising/celebrating-30-

years-of-kates-home-nursing/ 

For enquiries, sponsorship opportunities or fundraising sup-

port, please contact: 

info@kateshomenursing.org | 01451 820444 
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Two pieces of news this month from the ever busy, 

Rotary in the Rissingtons. 

In the past few years we have worked closely with Gloucester-

shire Young Carers (GYC) in the supply of laptops to young peo-

ple, who through no fault of their own or their families, had 

their studies disrupted due to the lack of the appropriate tech-

nology. It was no surprise therefore when we were recently 

contacted again to help an 11yr old carer from a single parent 

family who was struggling with access to technology while car-

ing for her sisters, one living with a genetic disorder and the 

other recently diagnosed with a brain tumour. RitR swung into 

action to find a suitable device. A RitR member, who also 

works with the Gloucestershire County Council sponsored 

DAISI charity (Digital Access and Inclusion) which has a large 

store of donated laptops and also provides mobiles and SIM 

cards to those in need, connected them to GYC. Two weeks 

later a DAISI employee delivered a Windows 11 laptop, phone 

and free Vodafone SIM card to the young carer which was 

most gratefully received. These devices will enable this person 

to be socially included with her peers at school, keep up with 

her studies and stay in touch with critical services. A job well 

done … thank you Peter! 

Helping even younger members of our community, our Chair-

man recently delivered 335 woolly hats for premature babies 

to the specialised Units at the John Ratcliffe, Worcester and 

Gloucester Hospitals. And whilst we are on the topic of knit-

ting, I will say thank you again to Catherine who over the past 

few years has raised several thousand pounds knitting and 

selling her bobble hats, the “Wellington Wobblies”.   

See you next month…. Andrew 

North Cotswold Tri & Run 

 March Results  

At the Bishampton Spring Duathlon (run–bike–run), Daniel 

Pebody produced an outstanding performance, finishing 3rd 

overall and taking 1st place in the Veteran category in a time 

of 1:27:29. 

March also saw some excel-

lent half marathon perform-

ances. Ally Stirling achieved a 

half marathon personal best 

at the Berlin Half Marathon in 

1:34:50. At the Bath Half, both 

Richard Walker and Charles 

Perkins achieved personal 

bests, with Walker finishing in 

1:35:07 and Perkins close be-

hind in 1:36:12. 

At parkrun, Dennis Walmsley 

continued his strong return 

from injury with an excellent 

run at Kilkenny Lane Country 

Park on 22 March, recording 

21:05 and finishing first in 

the VM60–64 category.  

Polly Kiani also finished as 

second female in a time of 

21:42. 

Polly  
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Massage 

Cotswold 
Massages for Women  

Men & Children 

From £25 per half hour  

Call or WhatsApp  

Svitlana on:  

07467 324392 

 

 

 

Residents’ Survey Highlights:  

Tourism’s Impact on Our Village Community 

A recent survey conducted by Bourton Residents’ Voice, 

based on 202 responses (around 6% of the adult population), 

provides the clearest and most reliable picture to date of how 

unsustainable tourism is affecting everyday life in the village. 

Key Headlines 

 94.6% of respondents believe there are too many visitors 

 90.8% report a negative impact on quality of life 

 92.6% say traffic and parking are not effectively managed 

 84.9% are dissatisfied with the balance between residents 

and tourists 

 82% feel the village has lost its sense of community 

 49.5% feel less connected to other residents than a few 

years ago 

Together, the results show a clear and widely shared concern: 

during peak periods, the village is no longer functioning as a 

balanced community. 

Importantly, the survey also indicates that community cohe-

sion is deteriorating over time, with residents feeling less con-

nected to one another than in previous years. This should 

serve as a clear wake-up call for decision-makers. 

Residents are not opposed to tourism, but are calling for bet-

ter management and a more sustainable balance. The survey 

shows strong support for practical measures, including im-

proved traffic control, better management of vehicle access 

to the village centre, protection of community space, and 

more effective enforcement, as well as the need for coordi-

nated long-term action. 

The survey provides an evidence-based picture of resident 

experience, helping to inform future discussion and decision-

making. 

For the creation of this strong evidence base, I would like to 

thank all residents who took part in the survey, and the Steer-

ing Group for their efforts in making it happen. 

The findings will support ongoing work to ensure Bourton 

remains a thriving and balanced community. Residents inter-

ested in contributing to this work are encouraged to get in 

touch. 

Jon Wareing, District Councillor, Bourton Village Ward 

(to read the full report, please go to 

www.bourtonbrowser.co.uk and go to the editions page)  

Chirps from the Perch 
This month at Birdland, we are delighted to celebrate National 

River Week with a special programme of activities highlighting 

the beauty, wildlife, and importance of our local waterways. 

Running from 27th April to 1st May, the week will shine a 

spotlight on the wonderful stretch of the River Windrush that 

flows through Birdland and plays such an important role in 

supporting the habitats around us. 

Rivers are full of life, and many of the creatures that depend 

on them are often hidden beneath the surface. During National 

River Week, visitors will have the chance to become wildlife 

detectives by taking part in our engaging river fly investiga-

tions. River flies, including mayflies, caddisflies and stoneflies, 

are fascinating insects whose presence can tell us a great deal 

about the health of a river. By examining samples and learning 

how to identify these tiny creatures, guests will discover how 

scientists monitor water quality and protect freshwater envi-

ronments. 

Throughout the week, our team will also be hosting a series of 

informative and entertaining talks, sharing facts about river 

ecosystems, the species that call the Windrush home, and the 

simple actions we can all take to care for our waterways. From 

birds and fish to insects and plants, every part of the river has a 

story to tell. 

The River Windrush is a treasured feature of Birdland, bringing 

movement, life, and natural beauty to the park. It creates valu-

able habitats for wildlife and offers visitors the chance to ex-

perience nature up close in a peaceful setting. National River 

Week is the perfect opportunity to appreciate this special envi-

ronment and learn more about why rivers matter. 

Whether you are a keen nature enthusiast, a family looking for 

an educational day out, or simply curious about the wildlife on 

your doorstep, we invite you to join us for this exciting week of 

discovery. We look forward to welcoming you to Birdland from 

27th April to 1st May for a celebration of rivers, wildlife, and 

conservation. 
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Guided Walks with the  

Cotswold Voluntary Wardens 
Details of the walks available are described on the 

website (below). Please check walk details care-

fully on the website, including whether booking is necessary. 

Additional walks may be published on the website. 

 https://www.cotswolds-nl.org.uk 

CNL60 – Batsford: A journey of Three Churches – Tuesday 5
th

 

May – Moderate 3hr 5.5ml 

Starting at the Arboretum we first visit the church in Batsford 

before continuing on to Blockley church where we will stop 

for a break. Blockley church is where Father Brown is filmed. 

Our return route is via Bourton-on-the-Hill where we will visit 

their church. Please bring a snack/drink. 

Start: 9.30am Batsford Arboretum & Garden Centre, Batsford. 

Please use the lower car park. 

OS Map ref: SP 183 334. W3W: digs.padlock.convertor 

Chipping Campden Town Walk – Every Tuesday and Thurs-

day starting from Tuesday 26
th

 May to the end of September 

– Easy 1.5hr. Expected donation £5.00 

We will walk along the High Street and provide a historical 

tour of the town. From the granting of Campden’s Charter in 

the 1180s, the growth of the town and its magnificent build-

ings, to the arrival of the Arts and Crafts movement. Refresh-

ments available in the town after the walk.  Start:  2.00pm on 

Tuesdays and 10:00am on Thursdays. Meet at the Market Hall 

in the centre of town. OS Map ref: SP 151 392.   

PLEASE use appropriate footwear as some walks may be steep 

and muddy in places. EASY - Length may vary but terrain is 

mainly flat (level); MODERATE - includes some hills and rough 

ground. We welcome guide and hearing dogs - sorry, others 

not allowed. 

Walks are free although we do invite donations to help fund 

our conservation and improvement work. 

Bourton Roadrunners 
Normally when the week starts with one chasing after the train 

it spells bad news.  However, for Bourton Roadrunners' 

Michela Sartori it couldn’t have been more fun.  On Monday 

morning, while many were still contemplating their remaining 

Easter eggs, Michela was looking to beat the steam-hauled 

heritage rail service between Rowsley South and Matlock Riv-

erside and back, at the Peak Rail 7.  Caught behind a group of 

local regulars, Michela was just pipped by the 80-year old train, 

David Earl, which completed the route in 55 minutes and 20.1 

seconds while Michela took 57 minutes and 8.2 sec-

onds!  Meanwhile, Michela’s partner Richard expressed his 

satisfaction having let the train take the strain and was reliving 

his childhood!  

Nearer to home, Bourton’s Steph Lane fancied a 10Km road 

race and took part in the Berkeley 10K, comfortably finishing 

first woman in a time 37 minutes and 57 seconds, ahead of CLC 

Strider’s Helen Knight who was second woman in 41:06, in very 

windy conditions.  

Bourton Roadrunners were also mixing it 

amongst a large field at Tewkesbury Half 

Marathon and 10K.  In the 10Km event 

in-form Niamh Shoemark gave another 

fine performance, achieving 42 minutes 

and 32 seconds, finishing second in the 

female vet-55 category and 25
th

 overall 

from a field of more than 400 run-

ners.  Joining her was Lisa Braid, who also impressed with a 

strong run in 48:30 and winning the female vet-40 category.  

Meanwhile, in the half marathon it was Jemma Franzmann 

who had the edge, completing the 21.1 Km 

course in two hours, five minutes and 50 

seconds to earn herself a new PB.  She was 

joined by Claire Carroll, who put in a Tro-

jan effort to achieve 2:09:11  

Louise, Gillian and John  
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Combe Mill Blenheim Palace Sawmills, 

Combe, OX29 8ET  

Saturday 9
th

 May, Banbury Amateur Radio 

Club will be attending, self guided tours. 

Mill, not in steam.  Tickets: £6.00 Adults, 

Seniors £5.00  Children now  free 

Sunday 10
th

 May, is part of National Mills 

Weekend and Combe Mill will be open ‘In 

Steam’ with all the machinery working and 

being demonstrated by our lovely volun-

teers.   Combe Mill is a Late 19
th

 Century 

Grade 11 Listed Water Mill on Blenheim 

Palace Estate by the River Evenlode, in its 

day, it was the workshop for Blenheim Pal-

ace estate.  A day out that is not  to be 

missed! 

The Tea Room will be open for refresh-

ments to enjoy in the Picnic area by the 

River Evenlode. You can browse our Mini 

Market and visit the Tombola and BBQ.     

Dogs are welcome.  Parking is free.  Tickets: 

Adults £9.50, Seniors £8.50  Children are 

now FREE.     

Web Site  combemill.org 

Combe Mill is also, open every Wednesday 

from 18th March to End of October for self-

guided tours and the tea room will be 

open.  Tickets: £6.00 Adults, Seniors £5.00,  

Children now  free. 

Margaret 

Bourton-on-the-Water,  Resident’s Card 
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Bourton Men in Sheds 

Well hopefully the cold, wet, wintery 

days have left us and we all look for-

ward to warmer temperatures.  Our 

chairman, Keith, has recently spent 

some time in hospital and now he is 

home and we all wish him a speedy 

recovery.  Thanks to Mike for taking the lead in Keith's ab-

sence.   

We are planning to have an Open Morning on Friday, May 1st, 

9.30am to 12.30pm. Hope to see many of you there.  We can 

be found behind the British Legion on Mondays and Fridays 

9.30am to 12.00 Noon.  Come along for a chat and a cuppa 

and see the items we make.  We are still selling large bags of 

kindling at £5 and large bags of off cuts 

at £2.      

Dave Birch 

David Stanfield 

We would like to thank everyone who has sent cards, messages,  

flowers, and showed us such kindness since David passed away.  

He died peacefully, at home, on 29th March, surrounded by his 

family.  We are very grateful to Kate’s Home Nursing for their 

wonderful support. 

David’s funeral was held on Friday, 24th April at St Lawrence’s 

Church, followed by a wake at the Moreton Bowls Club.  We are 

very grateful to the club for hosting. 

Money donated in memory of David will be divided between 

Kate’s Home Nursing and the Big Space Appeal at Cheltenham 

Hospital’s Oncology Unit. 

David was an active member of the community, belonging to 

many groups including, North Cotswold Rotary, Bourton and 

District u3a and Moreton Bowls Club.  Along with Jenny, he was 

also a Bourton Browser Deliverer.     

He will be greatly missed by all his family and many friends. 

Jenny Stanfield and Family 

Bourton WI  

Bourton WI had a very interesting 

talk from a midwife this month. 

Dorothy was born in Glasgow and when she decided on a ca-

reer in nursing in the 1970’s, the red cloaks that the midwives 

wore appealed to her and so she began her training. 

Dorothy had many amusing moments during her career and 

some harrowing ones abroad. 

She was on night duty and one baby decided to put its hand 

out first. Needless to say, the baby had to be delivered by 

caesarean section. 

One couple decided to take the placenta home and ceremoni-

ously bury it in the garden. Their dog decided to dig it up and 

run down the road with it thus sparking a murder hunt! 

On another occasion, Dorothy handed the baby to the 

“father” in the delivery room, only to discover that he was the 

taxi driver who had brought the mother in. She hadn’t let go 

of his hand! He left saying that he didn’t want payment and 

he couldn’t get out quickly enough! 

Dorothy has been to many countries and met many mothers 

during her time as a midwife. Her daughter is now a midwife. 

Three members from Rissington WI joined us for the evening. 

Next month we are having our annual Race Night. 

We meet every 2nd Tuesday in the Victoria Hall at 7pm. New 

members are always welcomed. 

For more information contact Pat Taylor (President) 

on 07518457652. 

June 
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Archery Club                        GRArcheryClub@gmail.com 

Badminton Club   clclare@gmail.com 

Bell Ringers, BOW    Stephanie Hemming 01451 810996 

Bell Ringers , Gt Ris    Andrew Fleming   07711 867280 

Bourton Book Club  csandles75@gmail.com   

Bourton Chase Residents Association  bourtonchase@gmail.com 07881 371187 

Bourton Road Runners   Nicky Patterson Brr.clubsec@gmail.com. 

Bourton Rovers Chairman  Liam Williams   07769 216528 

Bourton Sustainability Network  bourtonSnetwork@gmail.com07881 371187 

Bourton Vale Cricket Club  Philip Colmer  07730608815 

Bourton Vale Tennis Club  www.bourtontennisclub.org 

Brass & Silver Bands  Stephanie Hemming 01451 810996 

Community Day Club  Support Service team 01608 652019 

Cotswold Friends   www.cotswoldsfriends.org 01608 651415  

Cotswold Yoga   Nazuna Yeo  07490858775 

Dementia Friendly  Café   Kathy Chesters    07746 672726 

Fitness League   Kathy Kirk  01993 882350 

Gardening Club   Sheila Thorpe  07973391741 

Glos. Advanced Motorists   Rod Harrison.         01451 821605 

Hockey Club   admin@bashc.co.uk  

Jubilee Lodge      01451 823100 

McTimoney Practitioner  Tina Hamer  07884 312559 

LOCAL GROUPS AND ORGANISATIONS     For amendments email:   team@bourtonbroswer.co.uk   or call 01451 822431   

HIRE of HALLS   

Baden Powell Hall  lettingsbph@gmail.com  

Baptist Church Hall  Tim Newstead 01451 821523  

Bourton Cricket Clubhouse  Bethany Grist  bvccbook-

ings@outlook.com, 07772 7884358 

Bourton Farmers Market    Miles Salmon 07980 080073 

British Legion Hall    Branch Office  

01451 824303 

Broadwell Village Hall    Tracey Spragg   broadwellvillage-

hall@gmail.com 

Cotswold Hall, Northleach    Jacques Astic   01451 860366 

George Moore Community Centre   

Jo Herbert  01451820712 

assistant.clerk@bourtononthewater-pc.gov.uk  

Lower Slaughter Village Hall    annclass@yahoo.com 

St. Lawrence’s    Mrs Gill Willett   

01451 821484  

familywillett@hotmail.co.uk 

Victoria Hall  Sue Roberts  01451 822230 

Wyck Rissington Village Hall, 07584 188200   

vhwyckriss@gmail.com, 

Men in Sheds    Keith     01451 831886 

Moreton Bowls Club  Linda Bennett     mbcbowling1@gmail.com 

Moreton in Marsh Young Farmers Wilf Harrison  07821 152744 

North Cotswold Arts Association Jeni Smith  078506 50763 

North Cotswold Gymnastics Club Caroline Gill  01451 263130 

OPEN 4U   Barbara Newstead 01451 824225 

Panto Group        Angela Layton   01451 821344 

Rotary Club Nth Cotswolds Steve Whincup   07488 365908  

Royal British Legion Bourton  Bill McKenzie   01451 824303 

Rural Cinema   Mollie Wise   01451 822365 

Scottish Dancing Group  Christine Bucknall    01993 830760  

    Bucknallce@gmail.com   

Short Led Walks   Claire Buston  07720509895 

Stay strong & Steady  Cally Maxwell  07957 546 067 

    cotswoldactivehealth@gmail.com 

Stow Textile Group  Julie Smith   01608 651006 

T’ai Chi           Valerie Ward      07779 746346 

u3a  Bourton & District  www.bourton.u3asite.uk 

Victoria Hall   Sue  Roberts  01451 822230 

Village  Warden   Steve Cotton  07729 114833 

Volunteer Help Centre      01608 651415 

WI        Victoria Jackson  07549 640492 

4 Shires Swimming Club  Jo Shaw     membership@4ssc.uk.uk 

Dying Matters Event 

Kate’s Home Nurses are hosting a dying matters event on Tues-

day, 5th May, 3pm till 5pm in the Salmondsbury Room at 

George Moore Community Centre  

All are welcome!  Tea and cake provided! 

For and on behalf of FAB – IT Rescue Ltd 
Hello – My name is Nigel Harper & I have recently moved back 

into the area to be closer to my father (fast approaching 92 

years ‘not-so-young’).  I set up FAB – IT Rescue over 20 years 

ago to support other small businesses with all of their com-

puter & IT requirements.  My loyal client base is mainly in the 

Bristol area where I’ve been established for the past 17 years, 

but I even have one client in South Africa! 

I specialise in being an out-sourced IT department for small 

businesses, providing appropriate solutions: secure backup, 

robust email, reliable networks – putting things in place as the 

business grows.  I’m accredited by Microsoft & resell their 

business products, taking care of the nitty-gritty administra-

tion.  I’m also a registered Internet Service Provider – supply-

ing directly from Openreach (just like BT does).  Unlike BT, my 

broadband comes with a static IP as standard & I actively 

monitor the connection status so I know if the fault is inside or 

outside the building before calling on Openreach Engineers. 

I also help home users.  I enjoy seeing people in person & solv-

ing their problems.  I do offer remote support, but only after 

you’ve met me and only if it’s appropriate.  As computing 

“stuff” appears to get more complex by the day – not every-

one has a “pet 7 year old” to call upon to solve the computer 

problem!  Be it a WiFi issue, a printer issue, or someone ap-

pears to have hacked your email: you can find yourself disap-

pearing down the proverbial rabbit-hole.  Before you know it, 

you are learning all about; MFA and passkeys.  Unfortunately, 

it’s more than jargon & we are all just supposed to know 

about these things.  Well – let me be your IT-Guru,  

Nigel. Tel: 01451 480440 
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Rates and Dates for advertising 

in the BOURTON BROWSER  BOURTON BROWSER  BOURTON BROWSER  BOURTON BROWSER   

Full details:  ww.bourtonbrowser.co.uk  

6 x 9 cm per mth £36, per 3 mths £77, 

per 6 mths £148,  per 12 mths £275.  9 

x 12 cm per mth £72, per 3 mths £154, 

per 6 mths £296, per 12 mths £550.   

Deadline 15
th

 of preceding month. 

Email team@bourtonbrowser.co.uk to 

enquire about booking.   State size re-

quired & attach advert as a jpeg or pdf.  

I will confirm if space is available or you 

may call 01451 822431 to discuss.  Ad-

vertising spaces are limited, early book-

ing & prompt payment is essential.   

Delivery—We print 2300 copies & aim 

to deliver to every house in Bourton-

on-the-Water & Clapton-on-the-Hill.               

Ray Dodd, Advertising Manager 

ABOUT THE BOURTON BROWSERBOURTON BROWSERBOURTON BROWSERBOURTON BROWSER 

All articles received will be printed 

wherever possible in the magazine & on 

the website, however we reserve the 

right not to print anonymous letters or 

anything of a defamatory or controver-

sial nature.   

We have a word limit of 300 words per 

article.   

If your contact details appear in the 

Bourton Browser they will be on our 

website copy.  If you do not want this 

to happen, tell us.  Unless we hear from 

you, we will assume consent.   

The views of contributors to the Bour-

ton Browser may not necessarily be 

those of the Editor, nor can the Bourton 

Browser accept any responsibilities in 

connection with any companies or or-

ganisations mentioned. 

Bourton Library 
The George Moore Community Centre, 

Moore Road, Bourton-on-the-Water,  

GL54 2AZ.  01451 820964  

Opening Hours   
Tues 10am-1pm, Wed 2-5pm, Fri 

10am-1pm & 2-5pm, Sat 10am-1pm.   

Friendly staff & volunteers.    

Internet access,  

Advert Printing & Photocopying.  

www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries   

Emily Sutton-Redford     

07823 429150 

The Bourton Browser  Bourton Browser  Bourton Browser  Bourton Browser      

is printed by Peter Dunford,  

01608 658104,   

petedunf@aol.com  


