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   Bourton-on-the-Water Parish News 

The DEADLINE for Adverts & Articles for the July edition is Noon on 15th June 2026 

DIARY DATES 

Baptist Church Hall = BCH 

British Legion Hall = BLH 

Cricket Club Pavilion = CCP 

George Moore Community Centre=  GMCC 

Jubilee Lodge = JL Market Close = MC 

North Cotswold Sale Room= NCS 

St Lawrence Church = StLC 

Victoria Hall = VH Willoughby Place = WP 

News from the Parish Council – June 2026 

At the Parish Council’s Annual Meeting on 6
th

 May, Councillor Lynda Hicks 

was re‑elected as Chairman and Councillor Andy Roberts was re-elected 

as Vice‑Chairman. Membership of the Council’s committees was also 

agreed at the meeting.  The next ordinary Parish Council meeting is scheduled for 

Wednesday 27
th

 May. 

The Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) for 2025–26 was approved at 

the Annual Meeting. Members of the public may inspect the end‑of‑year accounts 

from Wednesday 3
rd

 June to Tuesday 14
th

 July 2026.  Further information is available 

from the Parish Clerk or on the Parish Council website:  

www.bourtononthewater‑pc.gov.uk/the‑council/agar 

There are currently two Parish Councillor vacancies to replace Councillors Roger Framp-

ton and Sarita Tapper. Please keep an eye on Parish Council noticeboards and social 

media for details of how to apply. Any councillors appointed will serve until the May 

2027 elections, which will mark the start of the next four‑year term. 

Residents are reminded that the best way to report highways maintenance issues or 

street defects is via https://fixmystreet.gloucestershire.gov.uk, which ensures reports 

are passed directly to the relevant authority for action. 

Solar-powered compacting litter bins 

Cotswold District Council will be trialling solar-powered compacting litter bins in the 

village centre over the summer. These bins have a significantly larger capacity than stan-

dard bins while taking up less space.  As part of the trial, two of the existing large black 

bins will be removed, with one solar-powered compacting bin installed for each com-

pany participating in the trial. The pilot forms part of a wider review of litter bin provi-

sion in the village centre being carried out in collaboration with the Parish Council. 

Acoustic panels at the George Moore Community Centre 

The Parish Council has recently received a Grassroots 

Neighbourhood Fund grant from Gloucestershire County 

Council, which funded the installation of acoustic panels in the 

Windrush Room at the George Moore Community Centre. 

The panels, mounted on the ceiling, have significantly reduced 

echoing and improved sound quality in this popular meeting 

space. 

County Councillor Paul Hodgkinson and Parish Council Chair-

man Councillor Lynda Hicks are pictured in the Windrush 

Room following completion of the works.  

 

The Bourton BrowserBourton BrowserBourton BrowserBourton Browser is run by volunteers & delivered monthly FREE to every 

household in the Village.   

Go to the “Get in Touch” tab and then complete the contact form to send questions,  

articles (max.300 words), adverts  & event details to the team.   

Copyright  Bourton Browser 2026 

Continued on  Page 2, column 2 & 3.  Continued on page 2, column 1. 

1
st

, 15
th

 & 29
th

, Mindsong, Sing 2 Re-

member GMCC, 10.30am & 

2.30pm.  07764 212506 or 01451 

821216. 

3
rd

 Sight Loss Advice Hub, GMCC, 

drop in 1-2pm, join social group 2-

4pm.  Call 01242 221170, or email  

info@insight-glos.org.uk   

4
th

 & 18
th

 Bell ringing practice StLC, 

7.30-9.00pm.  01451 810996.   

6
th

 Friends of Bourton School, Duck 

Racing and Cake Sale, The Green, 

11am-4pm. 

6
th

-7
th

 Gift Fair, VH, 10am-5pm , all wel-

come, Tel: 07832195427. 

8
th

 Volunteer Information Evening, 

‘Headspace’, Unit 6, Old Station 

Yard,  GL54 2RZ.  7-8.30pm See 

page 17.  

9
th

 WI, VH, 7pm.  John Kinroy, ‘The 

Life and Times of a Film Extra’.  

See page  6. 

10
th

 Charity Knitting Circle, WP, 10am-

12pm.  See page 3.  

10
th

 & 24
th

 Bourton Community Day 

Club,
 
10.30am - 2.30pm, MC, GL54 

2HE.   01608 652019.  

10
th

 u3a Scrabble, GMCC.  2-4pm.  

07341 094206. peterdaw-

son790@icloud.com    

10
th

 Horticultural Club, BCH, 7.30pm. 

“Home Grown Cut Flowers” by 

Robert Champion.  See page 6. 

12
th

 & 26
th

 Dementia
 
Friendly Cafe, 

GMCC, 2-4pm, 07746 672726. See 

page 5.  

13
th

 Worcestershire Saxophone Quar-
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tet, StLC, 3pm. See page 7. 

15
th

 Rural Cinema, ‘Ella Mc’Cay’, Jamie 

Lee Curtis, Emma Mackey, VC, 

2.30pm & 7.30pm.  See page 13. 

16
th

 Volunteer Information Evening, 

‘Headspace’, Unit 6, Old Station 

Yard,  GL54 2RZ.  7-8.30pm See 

page 17.  

17
th 

Parish Councillor Surgery, GMCC, 

2-4pm.  See next column. 

20
th

 The Cotswold School, Duck Racing 

& Cake Sale, The Green, 10am-

3pm. 

24
th

 u3a,  BLH,  10am-12noon, 

‘Antiques’ by Peter Ashburner.  All 

welcome to attend.  See page 13.  

www.bourton.u3asite.uk . 

25
th

 Bourton Book Club meeting, 7pm. 

T h e  O l d  N e w  I n n .   

csandles75@gmail.com   

26
th

 Wellbeing Evening, Cotswold 

School, 6.30-9.30pm. Tickets £5.  

See poster page 12. 

27
th 

Parish Councillor Surgery, GMCC, 

10am-12noon..  See next column. 

27
th

 St Lawrence’s Church Fete, Duck 

Racing, & teas. 10am-4pm, The 

Green.  See page 9. 

28
th

 Farmers Market, BLH Car Park, 

GL54 2AR. 8.30am-12.30pm. 

07980 080073. 

30
th

-1
st

 July Gift Fair, VH, 10am-5pm , 

all welcome, Tel: 07832195427. 

Continued from page 1 column 1  Regular Weekly Bourton Events    

Mon. Armed Forces Veterans Meeting,   

BLH, 10am—12pm, 07714 852364 

 bourton.secretary@rbl.community 

Mon. & Fri, Bourton Men in Sheds, 

9.30am-12.30pm, Behind RBL, 

Keith     01451 831886. 

Mon. & Thurs. Stay Strong & Steady,   

BLH, 1-2.30pm.  07957 546067 

cotswoldactivehealth@gmail.com   

Mon. & Fri. Cotswold Yoga, VH, Mon 

10-11am, Fri 5-6pm, 07490858775.   

Tues. Drop in Digital Help Group, 

GMCC, 10.30am-12.30pm.  07707 

281803.  (see page 20)  

Tues. “Together on Tuesdays”, soup 

lunch, StLc, 12-2pm.   

Thurs. Flexercise, BLH, 10-11am. 01993 

882350  kathy.kirk@live.com   

The Bourton Browser  Bourton Browser  Bourton Browser  Bourton Browser      
is printed by Peter Dunford,  

01608 658104,   

petedunf@aol.com  

Continued from page 1, column 2  

Councillor Surgeries 

Councillor surgery dates for June are: 

 Wednesday 17
th

 June, 2–4pm 

 Saturday 27
th

 June, 10am–12 noon 

Both sessions will take place in the Sal-

monsbury Room at the George Moore 

Community Centre and provide an op-

portunity for residents to meet their 

councillors and discuss local matters. 

Reminder – Thames Water road closure 

Gloucestershire County Council High-

ways has advised that a road closure will 

be in place from 8
th

–22
nd

 June to allow 

Thames Water to carry out works. 

The closure will affect a section of Sta-

tion Road between the Fosseway and 

The Furrows, with traffic closed in both 

directions. Access between the Fosse-

way and parts of the village via Station 

Road will not be possible during this pe-

riod. 

Alternative routes will be available via 

Lansdowne or Meadow Way. 

The Parish Council has raised concerns 

with Gloucestershire County Council and 

the local police regarding the scheduled 

closure of Station Road in June.  

Measures to mitigate the inevitable dis-

ruption were put forward to GCC, such as 

temporary signs to direct traffic to the 

village car parks, suspension of parking 

spaces on Lansdowne, clarification on the 

route coaches will take to leave the vil-

lage and to consider the feasibility of 

introducing a one-way system through 

Lansdowne during the closure.  

So far, these suggestions have not been 

taken up and the Parish Council's request 

for a traffic flow plan during the works 

remains unanswered. 

Please rest assured that the Parish Coun-

cil will continue to lobby for the least 

possible disruption for the local commu-

nity during the period of the road clo-

sure.  

Meetings and contact details 

Parish Council Meeting 

Wednesday 1
st

 July 2026, 7pm 

Windrush Room, George Moore Commu-

nity Centre 

All Parish Council meetings are live‑-
streamed via Microsoft Teams and re-

corded. Joining links are included on the 

published agendas. 

Meeting calendar: 

www.bourtononthewater‑pc.gov.uk/

the‑council/meeting‑calendar 

Contact 

Parish Clerk: Sharon Henley 

clerk@bourtononthewater‑pc.gov.uk 

01451 820712 
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Bourton Browser Tea Party 2026: On 11
th

 

May, 47 volunteers from the Bourton 

Browser team enjoyed a visit to Birdland, 

followed by a delicious afternoon tea in 

their café. See page 20 for full details. 

Articles: We welcome articles, letters, 

poems, etc (maximum 300 words) & 

photographs, from adults, children, local 

community groups and businesses on any 

subjects of local interest. 

Bourton On-line Village 

Diary: To see what’s going 

on in Bourton for this, and 

future months, use the QR 

code or go to our website, 

see below.  If you are plan-

ning a Bourton based event, email the 

details to the address below.  We will add 

them to the on-line village diary and in-

clude them in the “Diary Dates” column 

in the relevant month’s Browser.  

The on-line diary is a useful tool that can 

prevent major events clashing, so check it 

before scheduling your event!  Remem-

ber we can only put events in if you tell 

us about them!     

The Bourton Browser TeamThe Bourton Browser TeamThe Bourton Browser TeamThe Bourton Browser Team 
team@bourtonbrowser.co.uk    

www.bourtonbrowser.co.uk 

Bourton Browser  Bourton Browser  Bourton Browser  Bourton Browser      
Team NewsTeam NewsTeam NewsTeam News    

The Charity Knitting Circle  
We meet at Willoughby Place, Bourton-

on-the-Water on the second Wednes-

day each month from 10am until Noon.  

Come along and enjoy Coffee/Tea and 

Biscuits.  Knitted items still needed for 

charities.  

peterdboxall@gmail.com.   

Thank you, Peter and Irene 

Bourton Panto Group 

Unfortunately, Bourton Panto 

Group’s planned summer 

show will no longer be going ahead this 

year due to some unforeseen personal 

circumstances. We’d like to apologise 

for any disappointment. The good 

news? It is absolutely still something 

we plan to bring back in the future, so 

don’t let that excitement fade!  

Now, onto the exciting stuff because 

it’s certainly not quiet behind the 

scenes. Of course, panto brains never 

really switch off. The committee are 

already hard at work plotting, planning 

and organising (and having the occa-

sional debate) in preparation for next 

year’s show.  

After the roaring success of this year’s 

Beauty and the Beast we know we’ve 

got a tough act to follow. But we’re 

thrilled to say that we’ve found a direc-

tor for next year’s production and we 

might just have decided on a show 

too!??  We’re keeping the secret under 

wraps for now, but we promise there’ll 

be more news before you know it. 

As always, thank you for your contin-

ued support, Bourton Panto Group 

wouldn’t be the same without our 

wonderful audiences and supporters! 

 Emily Franks  

Thank You! I would like to thank my 

family, neighbours & friends, who helped 

me celebrate my recent 90
th

 birthday. 

Also, to the Old New Inn for catering my 

party, and to Hugh for the poem.  I am a 

true Bourtonian, having been born here 

and fallen (or been pushed) into the 

river. Are there any Bourtonians older 

than me?                 Ruth Manning 

The River Windrush is our River 

Thames Water has been routinely 

pumping vast quantities of untreated 

sewage into our river for years. And 

they haven’t even asked our permis-

sion. Instead, our government – and 

previous governments – have given wa-

ter companies carte blanche to continue 

polluting our river with sewage while 

they lamely discuss possible additional 

regulation. 

The water companies are already break-

ing the law. The TV docudrama Dirty 

Business (which is still available to 

watch on Catchup) clearly shows how 

much water companies have already 

got away with polluting our river to give 

more profit to water companies’ share-

holders. 

If you, like us, feel that, rather than the 

water companies, we should have a 

greater voice in how our rivers are pro-

tected, and indeed how the water we 

use is protected, please consider signing 

the following petition https://

p e t i t i o n . p a r l i a m e n t . u k /

petitions/762640 which reads: 

Hold a referendum to bring the water 

industry into public ownership 

Hold a binding national referendum on 

whether the water industry should be 

returned to public ownership. Water is 

a basic human necessity; we believe our 

privatised system has failed, so the pub-

lic should decide who owns and controls 

it. 

The deadline for this petition is 1
st

 Octo-

ber 2026. If more than 100,000 people 

sign it, it will be considered for debate 

in parliament. 

David Heitler and Anne Wegner 
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FOR  SALE / WANTED ITEMS 

To advertise items such as Household items, Toys, Garden Equipment etc, 

complete the contact form on the “Get in Touch” tab.   

The advert should be no more than 15 words.  It must be received  before 

12 noon on the 15
th
 of the month.   

No commercial adverts accepted for this section.   

OUT AND ABOUT in June 

Mondays - Northleach Bridge Club,  Cotswold Hall, Northleach, 

7:15pm.  Contact northleachbridgeclub@gmail.com 

6
th

 Fun Day and Dog Show, Naunton Recreation Ground GL54 

3AS , 1-5pm, £2.50, under 12s free.  Fun games and activi-

ties.  See poster page 12. 

6
th

 Colour Fun Run, Cold Aston School, 10am-noon.  See 

poster page 13.  friendsofcoldastonschool@gmail.com 

11
th

 Guy Tortora Band, Cotswold Blues Club, Merrymouth, Stow 

Rd, OX7 6HR. www.cotswoldmerrymouth.co.uk  01993 

256620. See advert page 5. 

11
th

 & 25
th

  Bell ringing practice, Great Rissington Church. 7.30-

9.30pm.  07711 867280. 

11
th

- 23
rd

 Burford Festival, (open gardens 13
th

 & 14
th

, music, 

drama, talks, socials) for info  https://burfordfestival.org/  

12
th

-14
th

 Royal Three Counties Show, Three Counties Show-

ground, Malvern, WR13 6NW. 8am-6pm.  Reduced tickets 

in advance www.royalthreecounties.co.uk/ 

13
th

 Village Market, Great Rissington Club. 10am till noon.  Do 

come & join us. Lots of stalls, teas and coffees & Bacon 

Baps. Contact Jackie Palmer  01451 822285  

14
th

 Open Garden & teas  at Guiting Grange, GL54 5UD.   in aid 

of church funds. 1-5.30pm.  £10, children free, no dogs.  

See page 15. 

14
th

 Oddington Open Gardens & Church Flower Festival GL56 

0XG,  2pm-5pm, Entry £10, U10s free.  Dogs welcome on 

leads, teas, cakes, plant stalls, games.  In aid of the Church.  

See page 18. 

18
th

 Special Italian themed menu night, The Lamb Inn, Great 

Rissington. enquiry@thelambinn.com   

19
th

 Rissingtons Local History Society, visit to Chavenage 

House near Tetbury. A beautiful Elizabethan House, still 

occupied by the Lowsey Williams family, popular film / TV 

Location.  07815 606770, information.RLHS@gmail.com. 

rissingtonslocalhistorysociety.com.   

19
th

-21
st

 Blenheim Palace Flower Show, Blenheim Palace, OX20 

1UL.  www.blenheimpalace.com or 01993 810530 

20
th

 Guiting Power Fete & Fun Dog Show, Village Hall, GL54 

5GX, 12noon-4pm, teas, BBQ, stalls, live music. Free entry. 

21
st

 Classic Cars, Combe Mill (In Steam), Blenheim Palace Saw-

mills, OX29 8ET. Tea Room, gift shop, raffle & BBQ. 

10.30am-4pm. Dogs welcome. Adults £9.50, seniors £8.50, 

Children free.  Free parking. www.combemill.org 01993 

358694.   

26
th

-28
th

 History Weekend, Sudeley Castle, Winchcombe, GL54 

5LP.  www.sudeleycastle.co.uk 

26
th

 Live Music from 8pm, The Lamb Inn, Great Rissington. en-

quiry@thelambinn.com   

26
th

"A Night at the Opera", London Festival Opera perform 

popular arias & ensembles. Tickets northleachevents.co.uk. 

27
th

 Moreton in Marsh WI Craft and Produce Show, Redesdale 

Hall, Moreton in Marsh, Free entry, 12 noon-4pm.  Coffee 

and cake available from 10.30am.  www.mimewi.org 

28
th

 RNLI Open Garden, The Old Vicarage, Bledington, OX7 6UX, 

11am-5pm, entry £5, plants, tea and cakes.  Traditional 

English garden, over 300 David Austin roses. See page 15. 

28
th

 Elkstone Open Gardens, 2-6pm, teas, plant stall etc.  

www.elkstoneparish.gov.uk   See page 18. 

28
th

 Naunton Open Gardens, 1.30-5.30pm, entry £10, u16s 

free, tea, cakes, ice cream, plant stalls.  See page 18. 

For Sale 
Flight Golf Bag Carrier, 

£20.  Flexi Retractable dog 

lead £20. 

01451 810759 

 

Free 
Oval Garden Table, 

Glass top, metal frame. 
L 184cm x W 43cm x H 27cm. 

Must be collected. 
01451 821655. 

For Sale 
Leather Swivel Chair,  

Beige.  
Excellent condition.  

 £45.00.   
01451 820020 

For Sale 
Guest Bed, folding, BRAND 

NEW, Original package.  

10 cm mattress.  

Half price £75, 07447 194664 

For Sale 
Apple iPhones 10 and 10S  

Both Excellent, 

 £50 each, Your choice. 

 07447 194664 

For Sale 
Weber Gas Barbeque Q1000, 

USED WITH SPARE CYLINDER 

BARGAIN AT £75. 

07447 194664 

For Sale 
Golf Trolley Cube, 3 wheel 

compact push pull golf trol-

ley.  As new, half price £75. 

07447 194664 
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 McTimoney  Practitioner est. 1999 

 Dry Needling / Low Level Laser 

 Also Equine / Canine McTimoney 

 Registered with The Association for McTimoney 
Practitioners  

Tina Hamer, mp, mamp  

Gentle and effective treatment for a variety of conditions 

IN PAIN??? 
TRY “THE BACK WOMAN” AT BOURTON! 

37 Roman Way, Bourton-on-the-Water, GL54 2EW 

Tel: 01451 542016 / 07884 312559 

Email:   tina.hamer@sky.com           www bourtonmctimoney.co.uk 

Family Fun Day!  

 North Cotswold Rotary  

Duck Race and Tombola 

Our ever-popular Charity Duck Race re-

turns to the Village 

Green, in Bourton-

on-the-Water, on 

Saturday 25th July, 

between 10.30am - 

4pm.  There will be 

races every 30 min-

utes and you can be 

a part of the action 

for only £2 a duck, 

gaining the opportu-

nity of winning £10, plus the all-

important, and much coveted, winners 

certificate.  There will also be a special 

race at 1pm, the Beechwood Park Cup, 

where entry is £5 a duck with the winner 

receiving £50. 

In addition, there will be a Tombola 

where just £1 entitles you to 4 tickets 

and the chance to win an array of prizes.  

We are very grateful to our event spon-

sor, Brio Retirement Living for their con-

tinued support and all proceeds will go 

to Rotary Charities.  So come and join the 

fun cheering on your duck in one of the 

many exciting races!       John Barber 

DEMENTIA FRIENDLY CAFE  
 Note, changing venue  

As you can see, we enjoyed the Bourton 

Ukulele Band  but the Music Men were 

unable to come to our 8th May meeting 

due to illness. They will come to a ses-

sion later in the summer.  

Coming up are: 

Motor Museum visit (followed by tea 

at ‘The Willows Café’), at 2pm, on 12th 

June. 

Kate Holland ‘home exercises’, on 26th 

June. 

Also, we are planning the visit to the 

steam railway at Toddington on the 9th 

July, details to follow. 

VENUE: We are moving to the George 

Moore Community Centre from the 26th 

June, where parking will be available on 

site. We thank the Church for giving us 

our start in life! 

Hasn't the white blossom been marvel-

lous this year?          Bill Wragge  

Pancreatic Cancer Charity Coffee Morning  

We had a coffee morning for the Pancreatic cancer charity on 

Saturday April 25th, the weather was glorious, and lots of 

lovely people supported us, we raised an amazing £1250.  

I would like to thank everyone who over the last 5 years have 

provided cakes, raffle prizes, nearly new clothes, and unwanted 

gifts, to help raise awareness of Pancreatic cancer. To the won-

derful helpers who at each event, have been at my side making 

the events fun and successful, I give grateful thanks.  

This will be the the last one, but am truly grateful to you all for 

the support and generosity over the  last 5 years. 

Sue Gilbert 

North Cotswolds Rotary 

BRV Update: 

Bourton Residents Voice (BRV) is 

launching monthly meetings and infor-

mal socials to bring residents together, 

spark conversation and encourage 

wider involvement in the future of the 

village. 

Alongside discussions around the stra-

tegic management of the village, tour-

ism, infrastructure and community 

wellbeing, BRV also wants to create 

enjoyable opportunities for people to 

connect, share ideas and get to know 

others in the community. From relaxed 

socials to open conversations over tea 

and cake, the aim is to build a stronger, 

more connected and representative 

voice for Bourton and bond as a com-

munity in new ways at the same time!  

Everyone is welcome to get involved, 

whether you want to contribute ideas, 

stay informed or simply meet more 

people in the village. 

Please check out social media, local 

notice boards and future Browsers to 

stay up to date. 

Email: bourtonresidents-

voice@gmail.com 

Facebook- BRV 
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Bourton WI 

Hats and fascina-

tors were brought out when Bourton 

WI held its Annual Race Night on Tues-

day. 

Cheering got louder with the wine, nib-

bles and some delicious home made 

spring rolls and fruit cake. 

Bets were placed on some wonderfully 

named horses such as Major Road-

works and Silly Willy!! 

Everyone agreed that it was a fun eve-

ning even though no money had 

changed hands! 

We meet every 2nd Tuesday in the Vic-

toria Hall at 7pm. New members are 

always welcomed. 

For more information contact Pat Tay-

lor (President) on 07518457652 

Next month the speaker will be John 

Kinroy on The Life and Times of a Film 

Extra.                         June 

Bourton Vale Horticultural Society  

Your friendly garden club 

It’s the middle of May as I write this and 

it’s still so cold!!   We have had frosts, 

hailstones and gales in the last few 

days.  Plants have been in and out of 

the greenhouse and don’t know if they 

are on the their head or t h e i r 

heels. Luckily I haven’t lost anything to 

frosts – but I suppose there is still time. 

We didn’t have a meeting in May as it 

was our annual outing.  This year we 

went to Kingham Lodge.  Despite a fairly 

tropical storm the sun did come out and 

we enjoyed the wonderful garden of 

Mr. and Mrs. Stockwell.  There were 

swathes of Rhododendrons and azaleas 

in amazing colours and beautiful mixed 

borders and formal areas, including an 

Islamic pavilion which we were lucky 

enough to shelter in during the storm. 

The competition was for a buttonhole, 

but as there were only three entrants 

Mr. Stockwell very diplomatically called 

it a tie shared amongst Antoinette, 

Marie and myself. 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday, 10
th

 

June at the usual time of 7.30pm  at the 

Baptist Church Hall and our speaker will 

be Robert Champion talking about and 

demonstrating “Home Grown Cut Flow-

ers” and he will have plants for sale.  

The competition will be one stem of 

either a single or cluster rose. 

I also just want to promote an Open 

Gardens and Church Flower Festival in 

Oddington on Sunday, 14
th

 June, 2-5 

pm.  Hope you will be able to join us. 

Let’s hope June will be warmer  

and sunnier. 

Sheila Thorpe     07973391741 

sheila@bobblefarm.co.uk 
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QUAKERS  

The Religious Society of Friends 

Every Sunday 11am  

at  The Friends Meeting House,  

Pytts Lane, Burford, OX18 4SJ. 

Enquiries welcome Myra Ford 

01451 810484.   

To request a free info pack,  

email: outreach@quaker.org.uk 

Message from the Church 

The Benefice of Bourton with Clapton & The Rissingtons 

For Pews News  with info—www.bourtonparishchurch.co.uk  

Email: admin@bourtonparishchurch.co.uk 

All welcome on Sundays - 11am service every week 

13th June at 3pm - CONCERT with Worcestershire Saxophone Quartet 

OUR CHURCH FETE IS ON SATURDAY 27th JUNE - PLEASE SUPPORT US! 

Regular services: Holy Communion on Wednesdays @ 10.00am followed by coffee &  

   chat 

   6pm - Holy Communion with hymns –7th June 

   6pm Contemplative Prayer - 21st June 

   8am Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion – 14th and 28th June 

 

Breakfast Church - 2nd Saturday - 13th June - 9am start - Good for families 

Together on Tuesdays – Lunch Club 12-1.30pm every week – all welcome 

TOAST - for primary children and carers 3.15pm on Tuesdays in term time 

BumbleBeez (parent and child group) every Thursday 9.30-11.30am 

St James, Clapton @ 9.30am  7th June – Morning Worship and 21st BCP Holy Com-

munion:  

Rev. Hannah Allen 01451 822918 

Roman Catholic Parish of 

Our Lady & St. Kenelm,  
Stow on the Wold 

stow-bourtoncatholic.net 

Fr. Stephen Lambert 07836 384932 

stephen.lambert@cliftondiocese.com 

SERVICES IN JUNE 

Weekend Masses: Saturday evening: 

Vigil Mass 6 pm.  Sunday morning:  9 am 

Sung Mass, including Childrens’ liturgy. 

Weekday Masses: At 9 am every day (no 

Mass Saturday mornings). Mass on Tues-

days usually takes place at St. Law-

rence’s, Bourton at 9 am. (Check with 

website).  

The priest welcomes all enquiries about the 

Christian faith, Baptisms, Confirmations, 

Weddings, Funerals, the Sacrament of Recon-

ciliation, Blessing of houses, etc.  

SPECIAL CELEBRATIONS 
Pentecost Sunday (Whit Sunday), Sun-

day 24th May: Vigil Mass 6 pm on Satur-

day evening 23rd, Sung Mass 9 am. Sun-

day morning. 

Corpus Christi, Sun. 7th June: Vigil Mass 

6 pm on Sat. evening 6th, Sung Mass 9 

am. Sunday morning. 

Visitation by Bishop Bosco Sunday June 

14th with Reception into the Church of a 

new Catholic, Confirmation, and First 

Holy Communions. Mass this day will be 

at 10.30 am. 

Fr. Stephen is running a course teaching 

the basics of the Christian faith for peo-

ple who want to know more.  

Fr. Stephen 

The Water Church/Bourton Baptist Church  

 Minister: Rev Sue Woodley 

 Manse: 01451 820055  Mobile: 07828 781246 

 Church Office: 01451 824225 

 E-mail: minister@bourtonbaptist.co.uk 

 

 Morning Service Every Sunday 10.30am 

 Wavemakers Children's Ministry 14th and 28th June 

 Communion Sunday 21st June 10.30am 

 Romans Bible Study Sunday 21st June 1pm 

 Prayer Service Saturday 6th June 10am 

 Coffee Morning Saturday 13th June 10-12pm 

 Network828 Saturday 20th 7pm British Legion 

 Cafe' Tots Wednesdays 9.15-11.15am 

 Open4U Thursdays 10-4pm 

 ALL WELCOME 

different denominations and traditions. 

We each pray for 5 people to come to 

know the love of God and come to 

faith in Jesus Christ who said “In this 

world you will have trouble. But take 

heart! I have overcome the world.” 

John 16:33 

Let’s not stop there. Action is needed 

and needed now! History shows that 

things happen when people pray. Re-

vivals are always preceded by prayer.  

The Water Church/Bourton Baptist 

invites you to come and pray. On the 

first Saturday of every month there will 

be a prayer service at 10am. At other 

times the church will be open for per-

sonal prayer. 

This call to prayer is to everyone. A call 

to pray for our world, our country, our 

government and to see God move once 

again in our community. We are in a 

battle, but the battle will be won on 

our knees! 

Rev Sue Woodley 

The world is in a dark place, and the UK 

is experiencing a turbulent time. Is there 

hope? 

Is there an answer to how we can live in 

the fear and the anxiety that comes 

when the problems seem to be so over-

whelming? I believe there is. 

During the second world war when all 

seemed lost people flocked to churches 

to pray and their prayers were answered. 

After the war was over the churches 

emptied but God did not leave. In fact, 

he calls upon his people to pray and in-

volve him in our lives. 

During May our church participated in 

the “Thy Kingdom Come” call to prayer. 

Thy Kingdom Come is a global ecumeni-

cal prayer movement that invites Chris-

tians around the world to pray from As-

cension Day to Pentecost. Since it began 

in 2016 it has grown into a movement of 

more than a million Christians in nearly 

90% of countries worldwide, across 85 
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For The Younger Generations 

Cotswold Youth Theatre 

As summer approaches, we’re excited to share some of the 

brilliant things happening across our creative community - 

from upcoming camps and performances to exciting school and 

community projects.  

Save the Date: Summer Camps 2026  

Escape to Treasure Island  

11th–13th August at Victoria Hall, Bourton-on-the-Water for 

Ages 7–12  

Our much-loved Summer Arts Camp returns with an immersive 

pirate adventure packed with creativity, imagination, and the-

atrical fun. Across three action-packed days, young adventurers 

are invited to journey to a mystical tropical island filled with 

hidden treasure, creative discoveries and theatrical adven-

tures.  

Thanks to generous funding from Hacklings, we are offering 15 

fully funded spaces for children from low-income families, 

alongside Supported, Standard and Pay-It-Forward donation-

based places to help widen access to the arts.  

Get ready to set sail for an unforgettable summer adventure!  

Performing Arts Camp 2026  

24th–26th August | Cidermill Theatre  

We’re also thrilled to launch our brand-new Performing Arts 

Camp for young performers. From musical theatre and Shake-

speare to animation and filmmaking, this exciting camp offers 

opportunities to build confidence, develop new skills, and have 

fun in a supportive and energetic environment.  

We’re  Off to Birmingham Rep!  

We’re incredibly excited that our Sparkhouse Ensemble will be 

performing at the Birmingham Rep this July, a fantastic oppor-

tunity for our members to showcase their talent on a profes-

 

Sparkhouse Creatives Arts in Schools  

Creativity has been thriving in local classrooms through our 

Gloucestershire County Council-funded Schools Art Project.  

Reception pupils have been creating a vibrant animal kingdom 

filled with snakes, fish and jellyfish, while older students are 

busy building large-scale papier-mâché totem poles now enter-

ing their final stages. “It is a delight to work with so many fan-

tastic and talented local children,” says Jenny Moss, Art Direc-

tor and project lead. “We can’t wait to show the community 

what they have created!”  

Projects Supported by the North Cotswold Rotary Fund  

Thanks to the North Cotswold Rotary Helping Hand Grant, 

we’ve been able to deliver creative projects in local primary 

schools, including Drama Transition Days and the ‘Bringing 

Books to Life’ project.  

Pop-Up Sessions with World Jungle  

During May Half-Term, we were also pleased to support two 

pop-up sessions with World Jungle, creating more opportuni-

ties for young people and families to engage in creative activi-

ties over the holidays.  

We’re incredibly grateful for the continued support that helps 

us expand access to the arts for young people across our com-

munity.  

Sparkhouse Creatives  

@sparkhousecreatives 

Sarah Dowie 

sional stage. We currently have three spaces available for any-

one aged 18–25 interested in joining the ensemble. We’d love 

to hear from you!  

Exciting Things Brewing 

There’s been lots happening across our weekly programmes.  

Our new Community Choir, led by Gil Robinson, has had a fan-

tastic start, bringing people together through music, creativity 

and connection.  

We’ve also launched a Free 6-week Acting for Screen work-

shop, funded by World Jungle, Community Fund and Cotswold 

Youth Network, giving participants the chance to develop on-

camera performance skills. Meanwhile, our Youth Theatre 

groups are preparing for their showcase at the Cidermill Thea-

tre this July, while our Seniors are getting ready for their up-

coming LAMDA exams.  

Home@cotswoldyouththeatre or @sparkhousecreatives 

Sarah Dowie 
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info@bourtonlr.com 07421 833304 

 

 

Local Groups and Organisations  for the  YOUNGER  GENERATION 

Beavers    Stephanie Lewis  07308 144397 

    1stbourtonbeavers@gmail.com 

Bourton Gymnastics   Tom Eden  01451 870778 

    Bourtongymnastics.co.uk 

Bourton Primary School     820458 

Bourton Road Runners Juniors  Chris Hartley/Richard  Buffton  0772 0509894 

    brrjuniors@gmail.com 

Bourton Rovers Youth (U10 Upwards) -  Catherine Williams   07889 694545 

Bourton Rovers Youth (U9 & below) -  Amy Wright   07876 458571  

Bourton Vale Cricket Club  Lucy Gillespie   07949 227128 

    craiglucygillespie@yahoo.com 

B’n Vale Equestrian Centre   Leanne Launchbury   821101 

Bourton Vale Tennis Club  Kingsley Harris    07879 644218  

    www.bourtontennisclub.org 

Bumblebeez  babies & pre-school tots   Pat Taylor   07518 457652 

Cafe Tots      Sue Woodley    07828 781246 

Children’s Jujitsu   Andy or Hayley  07951 587398 

Cubs    Nick Hawke  07788 406728  

    1stbourtoncubs@gmail.com 

Hockey    Rhys Davies  07817 108970 

Little Hurricanes (Babies & Toddlers) littlehurricanes@hotmail.com 

Moreton in Marsh Young Farmers Club  Wilf Harrison   07821 152744 

Pre-School   Lisa Sorley  07950 048066 

Scouts    Phil   1stbourtonscouts@gmail.com 

Squirrels    Emily                   1stbourtonsquirrels@gmail.com 

4Shires Swimming   Jo Shaw   membership@4ssc.uk.uk 

Taekwon-do    Lee Chapman   01285 640500 

The Cotswold School     820554  

Youth Club   Lynda Hicks  07867 121122 

Youth Theatre   Sarah Dowie     sarah@cotswold youththeatre.co.uk 
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 Bourton Vale Tennis Club 

Sunshine, Smiles & a Fantastic Start to the Season! 

Bourton Tennis Club’s Opening Tournament on Sun. 26 April 

was the perfect start to the summer season. With glorious 

sunshine and a great atmosphere, players enjoyed a fun and 

competitive morning of tennis. 

Pairs were drawn on the day and teams competed in a “best 

of 8” round robin format — with a twist! After four games, 

players switched sides, meaning half the match was played 

with their partner and half against them. The format made for 

some exciting rallies, close matches, and plenty of laughs. 

After the tennis, everyone relaxed together over lunch and 

drinks in the sunshine. 

Team News—Our teams have made an outstanding start in 

the Dunlop Gloucestershire Summer League 2026. 

 - The men’s teams are currently 1st and 2nd in Divisions 3A 

and 5B. 

 - The ladies’ teams are leading both Division 3B and Division 

4A. 

Congratulations to all players on some brilliant performances 

so far! 

New Members Welcome—We’re always delighted to wel-

come new members — whether you’re a beginner, returning 

to tennis, or a future Wimbledon champion! 

Visit: www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/BourtonValeLawnTennisClub 

Email: bvtennisclub@outlook.com 

We’d love to show you around the club and help you get in-

volved. 

Tennis Balls Available—We have used tennis balls 

available, perfect for children or dogs. Email us to 

arrange collection.  

See you on court!   Jacky Harding 

Bourton Primary Academy 

What a brilliant month May has been for Bourton Primary 

Academy! We have welcomed our Year 4 children back from an 

amazing residential visit. All of the staff commented on how 

well they showed resilience, determination and courage to 

complete activities they had never done before. We would also 

like to echo these words for our Year 6 children as they have 

completed their SATS tests this month. They have completed 

them with perseverance and an amazing work ethic, which 

shows what a brilliant bunch of children they all are. Our Year 1 

and 2 children had a fantastic time at The Living Rainforest and 

learnt all about how plants and animals are adapted to their 

environments. 

In the sporting calendar we took over 80 children from Key 

Stage 2 to compete in the local round of the athletics competi-

tion. Athletics combines team and individual events which 

makes for a very exciting day of action! We were incredibly 

pleased with their efforts, sportsmanship and abilities in the 

track and field events. 

We can’t believe we are now heading into our final half term of 

the school year and what a busy term it is shaping up to be. The 

Year 5 and 6 children will soon start building their go-karts for 

their bi-annual ‘Bourton Grand-Prix’. We have started to wel-

come what will be our new reception starters for some ‘stay 

and play’ sessions. Our PTA are gearing up for a busy half term 

with a Disco, Duck Racing Event and Summer Fair. If you would 

like to support the school, please pop down to the village green 

on Saturday 6th June to buy some ducks! 

Tori Gainford, 

Deputy Head 
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Dance Showcase 

We hosted our first Arts Award Dance Showcase, featuring 38 

performers in a one-hour performance to a packed audience. 

The evening highlighted an outstanding range of styles, includ-

ing ballet, pointe, contemporary, tap, song and musical thea-

tre.  

The event was the result of seven months of hard work, and 

the professionalism, creativity and commitment on display 

were exceptional. Ms Buckley praised the “extraordinary level 

of skill and variety” and thanks Maria Blundell-Palethorpe for 

leading the Arts Award.  

Selected performances can be seen at the Cadence Festival on 

9th July at 5.30pm at The Cotswold School. 

Duke of Edinburgh Award 

35 Year 12 students completed the Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s 

Award practice expedition in the Black Mountains. Over four 

days they showed resilience and teamwork, navigating chal-

lenging terrain and developing expedition skills. Staff praised 

their positive attitude and feel confident that they are pre-

pared for their qualifying expedition in the Yorkshire Dales. 

98 Year 10 students took part in the Silver D of E practice expe-

dition near Oxford, completing a 20km route around Wytham 

Woods and Farmoor Reservoir. Students demonstrated naviga-

tion, independence and teamwork. The weekend featured a 

team challenge day focused on problem-solving and collabora-

tion. 

Strong Performances in Sport 

U12 football team delivered an outstanding performance at 

Kingshill School, going unbeaten across five matches against 

new opposition. With four wins and a draw in a back-to-back 

fixture schedule, the girls showed resilience, teamwork, and 

confidence throughout the day, being crowned overall tourna-

ment winners. 

U14 girls’ rugby team enjoyed a fantastic achievement, reach-

ing the EDF Cup Finals at Kingsholm Stadium. In a closely con-

tested final, the team produced a memorable performance. 

Eight of the eleven players started playing rugby in September, 

making their rapid progress and team success more impres-

sive. 

www.cotswold.gloucs.sch.uk   The Cotswold School  

Salmonsbury Moot  

A celebration of landscape, wildlife, and history 

On Saturday 1
st

 August 2026, join us to celebrate the land-

scape, wildlife and history of Greystones Farm nature reserve, 

Bourton-on-the-Water.  

Visitors will get the chance to explore the reserve in new ways, 

discover its rich history, and take part in hands-on activities 

that celebrate both nature and heritage. Visitors will be able 

to :- 

 Visit the Discovery Barn and Iron Age round house 

 Try Iron Age activities like wattle & daubing making, bread 

making on an open fire & drop spinning 

 Come on guided walks around the reserve to discover both 

its nature and archaeology 

 Explore with a children’s trail around the site.  

 Go on a Walk Draw—artist’s walk 

Special guests: Miserden Morris dancing beside the oak beside 

the Hundred Stone 

Activities will be taking place between 11:00 – 15:00 – specific 

timings for the activities available on the facebook.com/

Salmonsbury_Moot  

Whether you’re curious about the past, passionate about na-

ture, or simply looking for a day out, this event offers some-

thing for everyone — come and be part of it! 

The Salmonsbury Moot is the culmination of a yearlong project 

combining art and archaeology: a unique collaboration be-

tween artist, Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust, and the Corinium 

Museum. This event will be followed by an exhibition at the 

Corinium Museum of art created in response to the site, along-

side artefacts from the archive -  10
th

 Sept. to 11
th

 Oct. 2026. 

Our aim - to bring the archive into the community and the 

community into the archive 

Quote from Corinium 

We’re proud to be the latest custodians of Greystones, 

with its human and natural history stretching back thou-

sands of years. We’re looking forward to this event giving 

people a chance to connect with the landscape and its 

wildlife on a deeper level.  - Rhys Howell,  

Visitor Programming Manager, Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust      

marketing@gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk   
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HIRE of HALLS   
Baden Powell Hall  lettingsbph@gmail.com  

Baptist Church Hall  Tim Newstead 01451 821523  

Bourton Cricket Clubhouse  Bethany Grist  bvccbookings@outlook.com, 07772 
7884358 

Bourton Farmers Market    Miles Salmon 07980 080073 

British Legion Hall    Branch Office  

01451 824303 

Broadwell Village Hall    Tracey Spragg   broadwellvillagehall@gmail.com 

Cotswold Hall, Northleach    Jacques Astic   01451 860366 

George Moore Community Centre   

Jo Herbert  01451820712 

assistant.clerk@bourtononthewater-pc.gov.uk  

Lower Slaughter Village Hall    annclass@yahoo.com 

St. Lawrence’s    Mrs Gill Willett   

01451 821484  

familywillett@hotmail.co.uk 

Victoria Hall  Sue Roberts  01451 822230 

Wyck Rissington Village Hall, 07584 188200   vhwyckriss@gmail.com, 

Cotswold School PTA Wellbeing Evening  

The PTA Wellbeing Evening is back, and it’s 

set to be a fantastic evening of relaxation, 

pampering and community spirit! 

Join us on Friday 26th June from 6:30pm-

9:30pm for a chance to unwind and enjoy a 

variety of experiences designed to help you 

feel your best. The evening will feature a 

range of taster holistic therapies and beauty 

treatments, giving you the opportunity to try 

something new or indulge in a little self-care. 

Alongside this, there will be plenty of wellbe-

ing tips and ideas to take away, as well as a 

selection of market-style stalls where you can 

browse and shop at your leisure. 

There will also be a fully stocked PTA bar 

serving refreshments throughout the eve-

ning, plus a raffle with some brilliant prizes 

up for grabs - so don’t miss your chance to 

get involved! 

Tickets are available now via our social media 

pages for a discounted price of £5, or £6 on 

the door. Your ticket includes a complimen-

tary glass of fizz on arrival, along with a 

goody bag (available on a first come, first 

served basis). 

Bring your friends, take some time for your-

self, and come along for what promises to be 

a relaxed and enjoyable evening. We look 

forward to seeing you there! 

Wanted - Poppy Appeal Organiser 

(PAO) 

The Bourton-on-the-

Water Branch of the 

RBL is looking for a 

new PAO for when Mike Marshall re-

tires.  Bourton and the surrounding vil-

lages have always contributed gener-

ously to the Poppy Appeal and the PAO 

is a key person in organising the collec-

tion.  For more information (or if you 

would like to apply) please contact the 

Secretary, Chris Lee on 07714 852364 or 

email:  

bourton.secretary@rbl.community 



 

13 

*Special offer: Half price membership until October 2026!!* 

Have you recently retired and / or moved to the area? Are you 

looking for new friends?  Are you interested in any of the fol-

lowing?   

We neither require nor give any qualifications 

Archaeology          Ballroom Dancing          Reading Books 

Playing (Social) Bridge                Country Dancing 

(solos) Chatting & Drinking Coffee          

 Watching Interesting Films 

French Conversation        German Language & Conversation 

Table Tennis        Indoor Kurling 

History                    Mahjong         Mexican Trains!! 

Nature walks and Talks      Photography     Reading Plays 

Reading and Writing Poetry              Quizzes 

Playing the Recorder or Ukelele 

Playing Scrabble          Playing Skittles (in a pub!!) 

Country Walking       Eating Sunday Lunch!       

Short Discovery walks            Walking Basketball         

 Watercolour Painting 

Group meetings are held throughout the week 

 in Bourton, Stow, Moreton and The Rissingtons. 

Our next General Meeting, held in the Royal Brit-

ish Legion Hall in Bourton on the Water, is on 

Wednesday 24
th

 June 2026 from 10am-12 noon 

We’re delighted to welcome back Peter 

Ashburner of Flog It!, Cash in the Attic,  Bargain 

Hunt, Antiques Road Trip fame who will entertain us on the 

subject of ANTIQUES. Everyone welcome.  (Entry £2) 

 For more details on all these topics, please go to: 
www.bourton.u3asite.uk 
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Bourton Roadrunners 
Richard de Camps used all 

his experience to outsprint a 

quality field and secure vic-

tory in the Bourton Mile, in 

what was his third win in the 

event since 2018.  In eight 

appearances in this race, the 

36 year-old Health Club Manager has never finished outside 

the top three and this win in the pouring rain came after three 

years of finishing runner-up.  

It was a podium clean sweep for Western Tempo. De Camps 

finished in 4mins 26sec, well clear of Dylan Gillett in second 

and another three-time winner and his own training partner, 

Ben Robinson in third.   De Camps, who recently moved from 

Gloucester AC to the Western Tempo club, said: ‘I’ve had 

enough of finishing second so I’m really pleased to get this win. 

Dylan led through the first quarter and kept winding it up but I 

know this course so well, I knew when to kick for home.’  

Gillett, the runner-up, was gracious in defeat. ‘Richard and Ben 

knew I was going to take the race out and those guys have 

more speed than I do,’ he said. ‘At the finish, Richard was the 

better guy. He was unbelievable.’  

The women’s race saw CLC Striders’ Isabel Brinsden cross the 

line in 5 mins 2.8sec, adding the Bourton Mile title to her wins 

in the Bourton 10km, Linda Franks 5 and Gloucester Half Mara-

thon so far this year.   Brinsden, who returned to running after 

moving to Cheltenham from London last year, said: ‘It was sog-

gier in Bourton-on-the-Water than I expected and the time was 

not a personal best but I have to be pleased with the win at my 

first attempt.’  

Defending champion, Abbie Milnes from Western Tempo was 

second in 5 min 6.5sec while her clubmate and last year’s run-

ner-up, Amber Watson was third in 5 mins 17.1sec.  

Gloucester AC’s Lily-Sienna Leon-Hodgson retained her Junior 

VOLUNTEER NEEDED: TREASURER 

On Baden Powell Hall Committee 

Baden Powell Hall is looking for an enthusiastic & reliable indi-

vidual to join our committee in the voluntary role of Treasurer. 

TREASURER – Responsibilities include: 

  Managing the hall’s finances and keeping accurate records 

 Preparing simple financial reports. 

 Overseeing income and expenditure 

  Joining the quarterly committee meetings  

Ideal for someone with:  

 Basic bookkeeping or financial experience (helpful but not 

essential) 

 Attention to detail and reliability 

What We Offer: 

 A chance to support a valued local community space  

 Friendly, supportive committee environment 

Interested in the voluntary role? 

Please contact us for more information:  

BPH Chair:   Matt Harfield    bphbotw@gmail.com 

Help keep Baden Powell Hall at the heart of  

Bourton-on-the-Water community. 

Girls title while the boys’ race was won by Toby Wood from 

Swindon Harriers.  

The best performance on the night from a Bourton Roadrunner 

came with Steph Lane’s fourth place finish in the women’s race 

in 5mins 18.2sec.  

A total of 157 runners completed the mile along the flat course 

which starts on Rissington Road and ends in the centre of the 

village.  Race Director, Gill Carrick said: ‘The runners took the 

weather in their stride and produced another fabulous 

race.  The event was a triumph for everyone concerned and 

we’re especially grateful for the local support on a night when 

the rain was relentless.’      Gillian, Tom & John 
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Massage 

Cotswold 
Massages for Women  

Men & Children 

From £25 per half hour  

Call or WhatsApp  

Svitlana on:  

07467 324392 

RNLI 
Please join us if you can, at our Open Garden event at The Old 

Vicarage in Bledington on Sunday 28th June, where we will be 

saving lives with teas and cake (see poster)! Sadly, our Bric a 

Brac Queen, Jean, died in April. We will miss her energy and 

enthusiasm for fundraising at 93! An inspiration to us all. We 

will still have a Bric a Brac stall at our Duck Racing on the 4th 

of July. If you would like to help with our planned fundraising 

this year please email me at northcotswoldrnli@gmail.com. 

We are a local RNLI Branch that has been fundraising in the 

North Cotswold area for over 50 years. We welcome new peo-

ple and are very grateful to our local community of supporters 

and fundraising volunteers.                 Julia 

Open Garden and Teas  at Guiting Grange, 

 in aid of church funds. Sunday June 14th, 1-5:30pm.  

A rare chance to visit this magnificent private garden in its 

wonderful setting. Free and blue badge parking. Limited ac-

cessibility. Entry £10.00, children 16 & under free. Regretta-

bly, no dogs please. Sat nav : GL54 5UD. 
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Rates and Dates for advertising in 
the BOURTON BROWSER  BOURTON BROWSER  BOURTON BROWSER  BOURTON BROWSER   

Full details:  ww.bourtonbrowser.co.uk  

6 x 9 cm per mth £36, per 3 mths £77, 
per 6 mths £148,  per 12 mths £275.  9 x 
12 cm per mth £72, per 3 mths £154, per 
6 mths £296, per 12 mths £550.   Dead-
line 15

th
 of preceding month. Email 

team@bourtonbrowser.co.uk to en-
quire about booking.   State size required 
& attach advert as a jpeg or pdf.  I will 
confirm if space is available or you may 
call 01451 822431 to discuss.  Advertis-
ing spaces are limited, early booking & 
prompt payment is essential.   

Delivery—We print 2300 copies & aim to 
deliver to every house in Bourton-on-
the-Water & Clapton-on-the-Hill.               

Ray Dodd, Advertising Manager 

ABOUT THE BOURTON BROWSERBOURTON BROWSERBOURTON BROWSERBOURTON BROWSER 

All articles received will be printed wher-
ever possible in the magazine & on the 
website, however we reserve the right 
not to print anonymous letters or any-
thing of a defamatory or controversial 
nature.  We have a word limit of 300 
words per article.  If your contact details 
appear in the Bourton Browser they will 
be on our website copy.  If you do not 
want this to happen, tell us.  Unless we 
hear from you, we will assume consent.   
The views of contributors to the Bourton 
Browser may not necessarily be those of 
the Editor, nor can the Bourton Browser 
accept any responsibilities in connection 
with any companies or organisations 
mentioned. 

Bourton Library 
The George Moore Community Centre, 

Moore Road, Bourton-on-the-Water,  

GL54 2AZ.  01451 820964  

Opening Hours   
Tues 10am-1pm, Wed 2-5pm, Fri 

10am-1pm & 2-5pm, Sat 10am-1pm.   

Friendly staff & volunteers.    

Internet access,  

Advert Printing & Photocopying.  

www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries   

Emily Sutton-Redford     

07823 429150 

Community Spirit at the Cotswold 
Motor Museum 

The Cotswold Motor 
Museum continues to 
flourish thanks to the 
dedication, enthusi-
asm and quiet hard 
work of its volunteer 
team. Their ongoing 
efforts ensure the mu-
seum remains a wel-
coming and engaging place for visitors, 
offering a blend of nostalgia, craftsman-
ship and local heritage that continues to 
charm people of all ages. 

In recent weeks, volunteers have been 
busy enhancing displays and refreshing 
areas across the museum. New helmet 
stands have been added in Paved Para-
dise, bringing both practicality and a 
smart visual touch to the space. The 
much‑loved animatronic blacksmiths 
have also been restored to full working 
order, once again pumping up a tyre and 
adding a playful moment of movement 
that always catches visitors’ attention. A 
beautifully polished portable gramo-
phone has also been placed in the back 
of Clemmy, adding another layer of pe-
riod detail to the vehicle and enriching 
the storytelling within the collection. 

The museum team has also been delv-
ing deeper into its displays and histori-
cal interpretation. The AA Hut has been 
carefully researched and re‑created to 
reflect how it would originally have 

looked, complete with a newly added 
light that allows visitors to peer inside 
as they make their way around the mu-
seum. This small addition has already 
made a noticeable difference, helping to 
bring the scene to life and offering a 
clearer glimpse into motoring history. 

Items recently rediscovered in storage 
have been cleaned, restored and 
thoughtfully placed throughout the mu-
seum. These newly reintroduced pieces 
offer returning visitors a fun challenge: 
spotting what’s new, what’s been re-
freshed and what small details have 
been added to enrich the overall experi-
ence. 

Thanks to the commitment and passion 
of its volunteers, the Cotswold Motor 
Museum continues to evolve, while 
preserving the charm, character and 
community spirit that make it such a 
treasured part of the local area. 
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Headspace Volunteer Information Eve-

nings  

Headspace is currently supporting more 

young people than ever across the 

North Cotswolds and, alongside deliver-

ing services, recruiting volunteers, fund-

raising and opening new provision, the 

past few months have been incredibly 

busy for the team.  

As demand for youth mental health and 

wellbeing support continues to grow 

locally, Headspace is now inviting local 

people to attend one of two Volunteer 

Information Evenings this June to find 

out more about supporting young peo-

ple in our community.  

The informal evenings will take place 

on:  

 Monday 8 June — 7:00pm to 8:30pm  

 Tuesday 16 June — 7:00pm to 

8:30pm  

You will have the opportunity to meet 

the team, learn more about Head-

space’s mentoring and wellbeing pro-

grammes, ask questions and explore the 

different ways volunteers can get in-

volved.  

Headspace is currently working with 49 

young people across the North Cots-

wolds through mentoring, counselling 

and wellbeing support. However, due to 

Two pieces of 

news this 

month. At the 

Rissington School, RotaKids have been 

busy.  RotaKids is a fun and exciting way 

for children aged 7-12 to make friends 

and get involved with important activi-

ties in the community, all while having a 

great time in the process. They gain 

valuable experience in helping others 

and learning interesting, new things. 

Activities are designed to develop young 

minds and build confidence for what lies 

ahead. Locally the girls are fundraising 

for local, nationwide and global chari-

ties, they are working on a Peace Pole 

for the school grounds, and you will see 

them at the Upper Rissington fete. 

Do you enjoy a great afternoon out with 

dancing, a superb afternoon tea with 

tasty sandwiches, savouries, scones and 

cakes. If you do, then the RitR Tea 

Dance and Afternoon Tea is for you. 

This is a new venture in Upper Rissing-

ton and will be held on Sunday 19 July 

from 2.30 to 4.30. Mum, Dad, Children, 

Grandma ..if you enjoy dancing from 

any era then you need to be in the Vil-

lage Hall. On the other hand, if you have 

two left feet like me, the afternoon tea 

alone will be the highlight of your day. 

Tickets are from £15 each and can be 

purchased through Ticket Source. Watch 

out for adverts on Facebook and village 

publications which will give you all the 

details you need.  

See you next month…. Andrew 

increasing demand, a further 39 young 

people are currently on the waiting list 

for support.  

The charity says this growing need high-

lights the importance of local volunteers 

and community involvement to help 

expand services and ensure more young 

people can access support earlier.  

No previous experience is required — 

just a willingness to support young peo-

ple and be part of a positive local initia-

tive.  

Headspace currently supports young 

people through counselling, mentoring, 

wellbeing sessions, outdoor activities 

and parental support programmes. Vol-

unteers play a vital role in helping these 

services continue to grow and reach 

more young people across the commu-

nity.  

And yes — there will be free tea, coffee 

and biscuits available. We can’t guaran-

tee life-changing biscuits, but they 

should comfortably exceed expecta-

tions.  

Further information, including details 

about the volunteer evenings, can also 

be found in the News section of the 

H e a d s p a c e  w e b s i t e 

www.myheadspace.org.uk  

Alternatively, anyone interested in find-

ing out more can contact:  

Paul Heming, CEO - 

paul.heming@myheadspace.org.uk / 

07748 965227  
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Heavenly Medley 

If Life streams stress and strain, 

And lets you down again and again, 

Relief, sometimes, can be found 

When you hear a soothing sound - 

To the benefit of one and all 

On branch or roof or garden wall: 

Should a blackbird begin to sing 

And the delight its trills so sweetly bring! 

Flying up and down the scales, 

A countless repertoire that never fails! 

Its whistles and warbles bless the moment, 

As if heaven-tuned and heaven-sent! 

O listen, listen to its arias and songs, 

Taking you to where your heart belongs! 

Gently easing all trouble and strife, 

By simply affirming the Joy of Life! 

Hugh O’Connell 

Local girl is a finalist for Miss Great 

Britain Gloucestershire Pageant 

Molly Eyers, a young 

farm worker based 

in Gloucestershire, 

has been announced 

as a finalist for this 

year’s Miss Great 

Britain Gloucester-

shire competition, 

which will take place 

on June 13th at the 

Cheltenham Chase Hotel. 

The competition is part of the prestigious 

Miss Great Britain pageant system, one 

of the UK’s longest-running beauty pag-

eant. The winner of the Gloucestershire 

final will go on to compete at the na-

tional Miss Great Britain final in October.  

For Molly, entering the pageant is about 

challenging stereotypes and showing that 

femininity and farming can go hand in 

hand. 

“I find that people often have a very fixed 

idea of what a farm worker looks like. I 

wanted to prove that you can spend your 

days working outdoors, getting muddy 

and working with livestock, and still enjoy 

getting glammed-up and feeling confi-

dent.” 

“I hope involvement in the pageant will 

encourage others not to feel limited by 

expectations surrounding careers, hob-

bies, or appearance.” 

“I am excited to meet the other contest-

ants and represent both my county and 

the farming community on stage.” 

The event at the Cheltenham Chase Hotel 

on June 13th will see finalists compete in 

front of a judging panel in 4 rounds: an 

interview, little black dress, swimwear, 

and evening wear. With the winner 

earning the title of Miss Great Britain 

Gloucestershire and a place at the na-

tional finals. 

“It’s completely different from my day 

to day life on the farm, but that’s ex-

actly why I wanted to do it.“ Molly Eyers 
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Archery Club                        GRArcheryClub@gmail.com 

Badminton Club   clclare@gmail.com 

Bell Ringers, BOW    Stephanie Hemming 01451 810996 

Bell Ringers , Gt Ris    Andrew Fleming   07711 867280 

Bourton Book Club  csandles75@gmail.com   

Bourton Chase Residents Association  bourtonchase@gmail.com 07881 371187 

Bourton Road Runners   Nicky Patterson Brr.clubsec@gmail.com. 

Bourton Rovers Chairman  Liam Williams   07769 216528 

Bourton Sustainability Network  bourtonSnetwork@gmail.com07881 371187 

Bourton Vale Cricket Club  Philip Colmer  07730608815 

Bourton Vale Tennis Club  www.bourtontennisclub.org 

Brass & Silver Bands  Stephanie Hemming 01451 810996 

Community Day Club  Support Service team 01608 652019 

Cotswold Friends   www.cotswoldsfriends.org 01608 651415  

Cotswold Yoga   Nazuna Yeo  07490858775 

Dementia Friendly  Café   Kathy Chesters    07746 672726 

Fitness League   Kathy Kirk  01993 882350 

Gardening Club   Sheila Thorpe  07973391741 

Glos. Advanced Motorists   Rod Harrison.         01451 821605 

Hockey Club   admin@bashc.co.uk  

Jubilee Lodge      01451 823100 

McTimoney Practitioner  Tina Hamer  07884 312559 

LOCAL GROUPS AND ORGANISATIONS     For amendments email:   team@bourtonbroswer.co.uk   or call 01451 822431   

Men in Sheds    Keith     01451 831886 

Moreton Bowls Club  Linda Bennett     mbcbowling1@gmail.com 

Moreton in Marsh Young Farmers Wilf Harrison  07821 152744 

North Cotswold Arts Association Jeni Smith  078506 50763 

North Cotswold Gymnastics Club Caroline Gill  01451 263130 

OPEN 4U   Barbara Newstead 01451 824225 

Panto Group        Angela Layton   01451 821344 

Rotary Club Nth Cotswolds Steve Whincup   07488 365908  

Royal British Legion Bourton  Bill McKenzie   01451 824303 

Rural Cinema   Mollie Wise   01451 822365 

Scottish Dancing Group  Christine Bucknall    01993 830760  

    Bucknallce@gmail.com   

Short Led Walks   Claire Buston  07720509895 

Stay strong & Steady  Cally Maxwell  07957 546 067 

    cotswoldactivehealth@gmail.com 

Stow Textile Group  Julie Smith   01608 651006 

T’ai Chi           Valerie Ward      07779 746346 

u3a  Bourton & District  www.bourton.u3asite.uk 

Victoria Hall   Sue  Roberts  01451 822230 

Village  Warden   Steve Cotton  07729 114833 

Volunteer Help Centre      01608 651415 

WI        Victoria Jackson  07549 640492 

4 Shires Swimming Club  Jo Shaw     membership@4ssc.uk.uk 

Bourton-on-the-Water,  Resident’s Card 
North Cotswold Tri and Run  

North Cotswold Tri and Run members have enjoyed a success-

ful April of racing.   Seven club members completed the Lon-

don Marathon, with strong runs across the field from John 

Hancock (2:57:34), Nicole Edwards (3:20:39 PB), Craig Voisey 

(3:38:06), Janet Duffey (4:53:16), Simon Finley (5:05:15), 

Helen Holden (6:01:58) and Helen Parry (6:59:51). 

Simon Finley described the event atmosphere as “a carnival 

from start to finish”, adding: “The support was amazing and I 

loved every minute.”  Janet Duffey said she felt “so grateful” 

to receive the club’s London Marathon place, adding: 

“London, you were fabulous.”  Nicole Edwards rounded off an 

“incredibly special day” by securing a new personal best. 

At the Tewkesbury Half Marathon, North Cotswold athletes 

achieved an impressive clean sweep of PBs. Christina Mason 

ran 1:55:31, Janet Duffey 2:00:55, Rachel Coley 2:01:14 and 

Leigh Hallendorf 2:20:09. 

Dennis Walmsley continued his strong form with impressive 

age-category performances at parkrun, running 21:41 for 2nd 

VM60-64 at Cirencester Parkrun and 22:27 for 1st VM60-64 at 

Tetbury Goods Shed Parkrun.        Polly 
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Chirps from the Perch, Locals Free Sunset Safari 

Join us for an unforgettable evening at Birdland Park and Gar-

dens with our exclusive Sunset Safari on 10th July, from 6pm 

to 9pm, a truly special event created just for the local commu-

nity of Bourton-on-the-Water. 

As the day fades into a golden summer evening, experience 

Birdland in a whole new light. The Sunset Safari offers a rare 

opportunity to explore the park after hours, when the atmos-

phere is calmer, the temperatures are cooler, and the setting 

sun casts a magical glow across the gardens. It’s the perfect 

chance to relax with family, catch up with friends, and enjoy a 

unique evening right on your doorstep. 

During the event, guests can stroll at their own pace through 

the park, taking in the sights and sounds of the birds and wild-

life as they begin to settle for the night. Our friendly and 

knowledgeable team will be on hand throughout the evening 

to share fascinating facts, answer questions, and help you 

make the most of your visit and the café remains open too for 

a bite to eat!!! 

This event is a celebration of the local community and is exclu-

sively open to Bourton-on-the-Water residents. To ensure this 

remains a special experience for locals, proof of address may 

be requested upon entry, so please remember to bring valid 

identification. 

Whether you’re seeking a peaceful evening escape, a fun fam-

ily outing, or simply something a little different to enjoy this 

summer, the Sunset Safari at Birdland Park and Gardens prom-

ises a truly memorable experience. 

Spaces are limited, and tickets are based on 4 per household, 

so don’t miss out. Join us on 10th July for a magical summer 

evening. 

Scan the QR code to book! (See poster above). 

Simon Cox 

Bourton Browser  Bourton Browser  Bourton Browser  Bourton Browser  Deliverers’ Tea Party,  

11
th 

May 2026, at Birdland 
47 team members enjoyed watching the penguins being feed 

and listening to a fascinating, and very amusing talk, before 

having a stroll around Birdland.  Afterwards, we all enjoyed a 

delicious afternoon tea in Birdland’s beautiful café, raising our 

teacups in celebration of the Browser’s 27th Birthday!  A special 

mention was given to our two longest serving deliverers, Joan 

Minchin and Russ Girdler, both of whom have been with the 

Browser from the start.  We thanked all the team for making 

the Browser possible by giving their time voluntarily.   

We would like to thank Simon Cox, Birdland Manager, Emily on 

reception, Shona and Charlie in the café, and all the staff for 

making it such an enjoyable afternoon.  If you have not been to 

Birdland recently we would recommend a visit to see the won-

derful work they do to help endangered species, meet the birds 

and sample their café.  There are good value annual passes 

available, you can ‘adopt’ a bird and 

even arrange to feed the penguins!  

It’s a lovely place for an outing, with 

something for all ages.   


