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   Bourton-on-the-Water Parish News 

The DEADLINE for Adverts & Articles for the November edition is Noon on 15
th
 October 2026 

DIARY DATES 

Baptist Church Hall = BCH 

British Legion Hall = BLH 

Cricket Club Pavilion = CCP 

George Moore Community Centre=  GMCC 

Jubilee Lodge = JL Market Close = MC 

North Cotswold Sale Room= NCS 

St Lawrence Church = StLC 

Victoria Hall = VH Willoughby Place = WP 

Parish Council Update - October 2026 

The Parish Council met on 2nd September to discuss a wide range of local 

issues and projects affecting our village.  

We were delighted to welcome Councillor Nic Thomas, who was co-opted 

to the Council at the meeting. With his appointment, the Parish Council now has its full 

complement of 13 councillors, all serving until the local elections in May 2027.  

Meadow Way Traffic Order 

Councillors received an update on the Meadow Way Experimental Traffic Regulation 

Order. At the time of the meeting, Gloucestershire County Council had not yet reached 

a formal decision on its future. It is currently anticipated that the arrangement may end 

in November, although this will depend on suitable coach parking facilities being identi-

fied and available ahead of next summer's visitor season.  

Plans for the Village Green 

The Council considered recommendations from the Residents' Village Green Task and 

Finish Group and agreed in principle to explore an exciting programme of environ-

mental improvements, habitat restoration and safety enhancements for the Village 

Green. The project will now move into a feasibility stage to examine options in more 

detail. Councillors also agreed to request that Tourist Levy funding currently allocated 

for re-seeding and re-turfing be redirected to support biodiversity testing and develop-

ment work for the wider project.  

As the seasons change, residents are also advised that the Village Green railings will be 

erected on 5th October for the autumn and winter period.  

Protecting Our Riverbanks 

Concerns were raised about damage to historic riverbank walls after stones were re-

moved and used to construct dams in the River Windrush. The Parish Council has al-

ready been taking steps to replace stones where possible and will continue working 

with the Police and monitoring conditions along the riverbanks.  

Exploring a Public Spaces Protection Order 

The Council discussed the possibility of introducing a Public Spaces Protection Order 

(PSPO) in the village centre. A PSPO is a tool that can be used to address persistent anti-

social behaviour and protect public spaces. Councillors agreed that the proposal should 

be investigated further. Any future introduction of a PSPO would require public consul-

tation and involvement from Cotswold District Council and the Police.  

Meet Your Councillors 

Our regular councillor surgeries continue to provide an informal opportunity for resi-

dents to speak directly with councillors, raise concerns and ask questions. No appoint-

ment is necessary. 

The Bourton BrowserBourton BrowserBourton BrowserBourton Browser is run by volunteers & delivered monthly FREE to every 

household in the Village.   

Go to the “Get in Touch” tab and then complete the contact form to send questions,  

articles (max.300 words), adverts  & event details to the team.   
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1
st

, 15
th

, 29
th

 Bell Ringing Practise, StLC, 

7.30-9pm.  01451 810996. 

5
th

 Bourton Residents’ Voice Meeting, 

6.30pm, GMCC.  All welcome.  See 

page 12. 

5
th

 & 19
th 

Mindsong, Sing 2 Remember 

GMCC, 10.30am & 2.30pm.  07764 

212506 or 01451 821216. 

7
th

 Sight Loss Advice Hub, GMCC, 

drop in 1-2pm, join social group 2-

4pm.  Call 01242 221170, or email  

info@insight-glos.org.uk   

9
th

 & 23
rd

 Dementia
 
Friendly Café,  

GMCC, 2-4pm, 07746 672726. See 

page  14. 

13
th

 WI, VH, 7pm, ‘Wiltshire Farm 

Foods’.   See page 2. 

14
th

 & 28
th

 Bourton Community Day 

Club,
 
10.30am - 2.30pm, MC, GL54 

2HE.   01608 652019.  

14
th

 u3a Scrabble, GMCC.  2-4pm.  

07341 094206. peterdaw-

son790@icloud.com    

14
th

 Horticultural Club.  BCH, 7.30pm. 

‘Growing Vegetables: making the 

most of your efforts’, by Marion 

Stainton,  See page 14. 

14
th

 Charity Knitting Circle, WP, 10am-

12 noon.  01451 820259.  See 

page 2. 

15
th

 Parish Councillor Surgery, GMCC, 

2-4pm.  See page 3.   

15
th

 The Royal British Legion Branch 

Annual General Meeting, BLH, 

7pm.  All members are welcome 

to attend. 

16
th

 RNLI Pop-In Social, A’Moore Cof-

fee House, Moore Road, 10am-12 
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Noon, 10451 824187.  See page 3. 

17
th

 Parish Councillor Surgery, GMCC, 

10am-12noon.  See page 3. 

17
th

-31
st

 Rotary On-line Charity Hallow-

een Auction, bid for Spooktacular 

Prizes!  See poster page 13. 

19
th

 Rural Cinema, ‘The Devil Wears 

Prada 2’ C12, £4pp, VH, 2.30pm & 

7.30pm, see page 13.  

22
nd 

The official start to the Poppy Ap-

peal 2026. 

24
th

-25
th

 Gift Fair, VH, 10-5pm , all wel-

come,  07832 195427. 

25
th

 Farmers Market, BLH Car Park, 

GL54 2AR. 8.30am-12.30pm. 

07980 080073. 

28
th

 u3a, BLH, 10am-12 noon. ‘Hans 

Holbein the Younger’ by Sally Fer-

r e r s .   S e e  p a g e  6 .  

www.bourton.u3asite.uk  

29
th

 Bourton Book Club meeting, 7pm. 

T h e  O l d  N e w  I n n .   

csandles75@gmail.com   

31
st

 & 1
st

 Nov. Gift Fair, VH, 10-5pm , all 

welcome,  07832 195427. 

Continued from page 1 column 1  Regular Weekly Bourton Events    
Mon. Armed Forces Veterans Social 

Group, BLH, 10am-12pm.  

 07714 852364.   

 bourton.secretary@rbl.community 

Mon. & Fri, Bourton Men in Sheds, 

9.30am-12.30pm, Behind RBL, 

Keith     01451 831886. 

Mon. & Thurs. Stay Strong & Steady,   

BLH, 1-2.30pm.  07957 546067 

cotswoldactivehealth@gmail.com   

Mon. & Fri. Cotswold Yoga, VH, Mon 

10-11am, Fri 5-6pm, 07490858775.   

Tues. Drop in Digital Help Group, 

GMCC, 10.30am-12.30pm.  07707 

281803.   

Tues. “Together on Tuesdays”, soup 

lunch, StLc, 12-1.30pm.   

Thurs. Flexercise, BLH, 10-11am. 01993 

882350  kathy.kirk@live.com   

Charity Knitting Circle 

We meet at Willoughby Place on the 

second Wednesday of each month 

from 10am-12noon. Tea, coffee and 

biscuits provided. 

Do come along, bring your knitting and 

join us in making much-needed items 

to donate to charities here and abroad. 

If you have any queries please contact 

Eunice Mulholland on 01451 820259. 

Eunice  

Bourton WI  
On Tuesday evening 

Bourton WI were entertained by Angela 

Dunsby from the John Moore Museum in 

Tewksbury.   We all thought that nursery 

rhymes were lovely poems for children. 

Well think again, Angela told us all about 

the Dark Side of Nursery Rhymes! 

Who would have thought that Humpty 

Dumpty possibly referred to a huge 

canon used during the Civil War that fell 

over and was unrepairable.  Or, that Lucy 

Locket, who lost her pocket, was a lady of 

ill repute.  Or, that the Three Blind Mice 

were the three prominent churchmen 

who were executed by Mary Tudor.  We 

will all look at nursery rhymes in a very 

different way in future!  

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 13th 

October - a talk by a representative from 

Wiltshire Farm Foods.           June 
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Continued from page 1, column 2  

The next surgeries will take place in the 

Salmonsbury Room at the George Moore 

Community Centre: 

Thursday 15th October, 2.00pm to 

4.00pm 

Saturday 17th October, 10.00am to 12 

noon 

Wednesday 18th November, 2.00pm to 

4.00pm 

Saturday 21st November, 10.00am to 12 

noon 

We look forward to seeing you there.  

Remembrance Day Parade 

The annual Remembrance Day Parade will 

take place on Sunday 8th November 

2026. Organised by the Bourton-on-the-

Water Royal British Legion in partnership 

with the Parish Council, the parade will 

leave the British Legion Hall at 10.30am 

and proceed to the War Memorial, where 

a short service will be held from approxi-

mately 10.45am. Everyone is warmly in-

vited to attend and pay their respects. 

Please note that there will be road clo-

sure in the High Street and Sherborne 

Street during the event so please plan any 

journeys accordingly. 

Supporting Local Organisations 

The Council was pleased to award grants 

to a wide range of local charities, clubs 

and community groups. Funding will sup-

port projects including youth activities, 

sports equipment, dementia services, 

school facilities, digital inclusion pro-

grammes and community infrastructure 

improvements. These grants help 

strengthen the many organisations that 

contribute so much to village life.  

 

Your Parish Council: More Than Just 

Meetings 

Many residents contact us about issues 

such as potholes, parking, planning 

applications and playgrounds, but fewer 

realise the breadth of services that the 

Parish Council provides.  

Parish councillors are local volunteers 

who give their time to represent the 

community and help improve life in 

Bourton-on-the-Water. Working along-

side council staff, they make decisions 

about local services, facilities and pro-

jects that directly affect residents.  

The Parish Council manages a range of 

important local assets, including the 

Village Green, George Moore Commu-

nity Centre, playgrounds, allotments, 

cemeteries and the War Memorial. We 

also support community events, biodi-

versity projects, youth activities and 

local voluntary organisations.  

Councillors review planning applica-

tions, help set the budget, consider 

local projects and work with partner 

organisations to address community 

concerns. Most importantly, they listen 

to residents and help ensure local 

voices are heard.  

While services such as highways, educa-

tion and social care are delivered by 

Gloucestershire County Council, and 

planning, housing and waste collection 

are managed by Cotswold District 

Council, the Parish Council works 

closely with both organisations to rep-

resent the interests of Bourton-on-the-

Water.  

Residents are always welcome to attend 

Council meetings, either in person or 

online, and learn more about how local 

decisions are made. We are proud to 

serve our community, and our council-

lors remain committed to helping Bour-

ton-on-the-Water stay vibrant, welcom-

ing and sustainable for everyone.  

Next Parish Council Meeting 

Wednesday 4th November 2026 at 

7pm in the Windrush Room, George 

Moore Community Centre.  

All Council and Committee meetings 

are livestreamed and recorded via 

Microsoft Teams, with joining details 

published on each agenda.  

A calendar of all Council and Com-

mittee meetings is available on our 

w e b s i t e  h e r e  h t t p s : / /

www.bourtononthewater-pc.gov.uk/

the-council/meeting-calendar/    

Contact Sharon Henley, Parish Clerk  

clerk@bourtononthewaterpc.gov.uk  

01451 820712  



 

4 

FOR  SALE / WANTED ITEMS 

To advertise items such as Household items, Toys, Garden Equipment etc, 

complete the contact form on the “Get in Touch” tab.   

 

The advert should be no more than 15 words.   

 

It must be received  before 12 noon on the 15
th
 of the month.   

 

No commercial adverts accepted for this section.   

OUT AND ABOUT in October 

Mondays - Northleach Bridge Club,  Cotswold Hall, Northleach, 

7:15pm.  Contact northleachbridgeclub@gmail.com 

3
rd

 ‘Mazaika’ live music, Igor Outkine & Sarah Harrison, West-

cote Village Hall, 7.30pm, Tickets £18, west-

cote.bookings@gmail.com  or 07834 493637. See page 6.  

3
rd

 Rotary car Treasure Hunt, £25 per car, start Upper Rissing-

ton Village Hall, 1pm.   See page 16 for details. 

8
th 

& 22
nd

 Bell ringing practice, Great Rissington Church. 7.30 

9.30pm.  07711 867280. 

9
th

 Ross King returns to give an illustrated talk on Leonardo 

and The Last Supper, 7.30pm, Northleach Church. Tickets 

at northleachevents.co.uk 

9
th

-18
th 

Cheltenham Literature Festive, GL50 1UL.  

www.cheltenhamfestivals.org/festivals/literature-festival 

10
th 

Village Market, Great Rissington Club. 10am till noon.  Do 

come & join us. Lots of stalls, teas, coffees & Bacon 

Baps.  Contact Jackie Palmer  01451 822285.  

10
th

 Afternoon Tea & Dancing, Upper Rissington Village Hall, 

2.30-4.30pm, £15pp, includes full afternoon tea, 01451 

821 932.   ritrinfo@gmail.com .  See poster page 16. 

13
th

 Free screening of ‘The People’s Emergency Briefing’, 

(climate change film, with intro by Chris Packham), Sports 

& Social Club, Great Rissington, 7.30pm. See page 18. 

15
th

 ‘The Bluecasters’ (Blues), Merrymouth Inn, Stow Rd, OX7 

6HR.   01993 256620.  www.cotswoldmerrymouth.co.uk 

See advert below. 

16
th

 Rissingtons Local History Society, 7.30pm. ‘The Mitford 

Sisters’ by Gillian Cane. Short AGM prior to talk.  Village 

Hall, Upper Rissington, GL54 2QW. Visitors welcome £3.50 

includes refreshments. information.RLHS@gmail.com 

07815 606770.   rissingtonslocalhistorysociety.com 

17
th

 Starlight Hike, 10k Walk, in aid of Sue Ryder, Ashley Manor 

Preparatory School, Cheltenham, 01242 246270, or search 

Sue Ryder Hike.  See poster page 19. 

18
th 

Woodcraft, Autumn Market Stalls & Morris Dancers, 

Combe Mill (In Steam), Blenheim Palace Sawmills, OX29 

8ET. Tea Room, gift shop etc. 10.30am-4pm. Dogs wel-

come. 01993 358694.  www.combemill.org    

22
nd

 Michael Bochmann & Orchestra Pro Anima, play Autumn 

Serenade featuring Corelli, Elgar, Saint Saens and Mozart.  

7.00pm, Northleach Church,  northleachevents.co.uk 

22
nd

-1
st

 November,  Halloween at Blenheim Palace, Woodstock,  

OX20 1UL.  www.blenheimpalace.com  01993 810530. 

23
rd

 Naunton’s Beetle drive, 7pm for 7.30pm start, Naunton 

Village Hall, £15pp with jacket potato supper.  Tickets & 

information from Pat, 07887 553571.  See page 2. 

30
th

 Halloween Party, 8pm, Merrymouth Inn, Stow Rd, OX7 

6HR.  01993 256620.  www.cotswoldmerrymouth.co.uk 

For Sale  
All Cut Glass 

4 Red Wine Glasses, 2 Brandy 

Glasses.    £10 per set ONO.  

01451 820409 

For Sale   
All Cut Glass 

4 tumblers, 4 White Wine 

Glasses.  £10 per set ONO.  

01451 820409 

For Sale  

Claud Butler Urban 500  

bicycle, carbon fibre fork,  

Shimano gears. Hardly used. 

£100.  07985 444559 

For Sale  

IKEA LAGKAPTEN/ALEX desk 

white W140 D60 H73.  

14 months old.   

£50.        07530 265744 

For Sale  

16 Lengths of 8 1/2” x  3/4”  

Oak Boards.  

Various lengths, 16” to 36”. 

£20.     01451 810759. 

For Sale  

Over 400 Golf Balls & markers.   Offers.    01451 810759 

For Sale  
Tiger, Alligator, Duck & Tiger, 

new head covers  

for fairway woods. 

Offers.   01451 810759 
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 McTimoney  Practitioner est. 1999 

 Dry Needling / Low Level Laser 

 Also Equine / Canine McTimoney 

 Registered with The Association for McTimoney 
Practitioners  

Tina Hamer, mp, mamp  

Gentle and effective treatment for a variety of conditions 

IN PAIN??? 
TRY “THE BACK WOMAN” AT BOURTON! 

37 Roman Way, Bourton-on-the-Water, GL54 2EW 

Tel: 01451 542016 / 07884 312559 

Email:   tina.hamer@sky.com           www bourtonmctimoney.co.uk 

Articles: We welcome articles, letters, 
poems, etc (maximum 300 words) & 
photographs, from adults, children, lo-
cal community groups and businesses 
on any subjects of local interest. 
Bourton On-line Village Diary: To see 
what’s going on in Bourton for this, and 
future months, use the QR 
code or go to our website, 
see below.  If you are plan-
ning a Bourton based 
event, email the details to 
the address below.  We 
will add them to the on-line village diary 
and include them in the “Diary Dates” 
column in the relevant month’s 
Browser.   The on-line diary is a useful 
tool that can prevent major events 
clashing, so check it before scheduling 
your event!  Remember we can only put 
events in if you tell us about them!     

The Bourton Browser TeamThe Bourton Browser TeamThe Bourton Browser TeamThe Bourton Browser Team 
team@bourtonbrowser.co.uk   

www.bourtonbrowser.co.uk 

Bourton Browser  Bourton Browser  Bourton Browser  Bourton Browser      
Team NewsTeam NewsTeam NewsTeam News    

What a transformation! 

As part of our 30th anniversary celebra-

tions, we have transformed a space in the 

heart of Bourton-on-the-Water into a 

beautiful Memory Garden. 

The garden is a lasting tribute to Kate’s 

Home Nursing and to 30 years of provid-

ing hospice care at home for local fami-

lies. 

A place to reflect and remember 

The before and after photos show just 

how much the space has changed. 

We wanted to create a colourful and wel-

coming place where residents and visi-

tors can sit, reflect and remember loved 

ones. The garden is filled with flowers, 

attractive planters and planting designed 

to bring colour throughout the year. 

It also celebrates the many patients, 

families, volunteers, supporters and 

friends who have been part of the Kate’s 

Home Nursing story over the past three 

decades. 

Letters to Heaven 

One of the most special features of the 

Memory Garden in Bourton-on-the-

Water is our ‘Letters to Heaven’ letter-

box.  Anyone can write a private letter to 

someone they have lost and place it in 

the box. The letters will never be read. 

Instead, they will be respectfully com-

posted and used to help nurture the gar-

den.  In this way, those private words 

and precious memories can become part 

of something that continues to grow. 

Thank you for helping our Memory Gar-

den bloom 

We are incredibly grateful to everyone 

who donated, supported the project and 

helped turn our idea into this wonderful 

space. 

For 30 years, Kate’s Home Nursing has 

been about care, compassion and com-

munity. We now have a special corner of 

Bourton-on-the-Water where memories 

can continue to bloom. 

Dates for your Diary: 

Friday 4
th

 December: We’d love you to 

join us at the Kate’s Home Nursing Re-

flections Service, St Lawrence Church, 

Bourton-on-the-Water. This is a beautiful 

tribute to patients we’ve nursed and an 

opportunity for their loved ones to come 

together and remember and celebrate 

their lives. It is always a poignant and 

uplifting service. 

Friday 11th December: Save the date for 

one of the highlights of our calendar – 

the Kate’s Home Nursing Carol Service. 

This is a truly special Christmas Carol 

Service at St Edward’s Church, Stow-on-

the-Wold, at 6:30pm. 

www.kateshomenursing.org 
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Probably the largest club in the area  

(Now over 300 members)!! 
Have you recently retired or moved into the area?  Are you 

looking for new friends?  Are you interested in any of the fol-

lowing? 

We neither require nor give any qualifications 

Archaeology       Ballroom Dancing          Reading Books         

Playing (Social) Bridge                Country Dancing         

(solos) Chatting & Drinking Coffee          

 Watching Interesting Films       French Conversation         

German Language & Conversation         Table Tennis         

Indoor Kurling        Lawn Bowls           History            Mahjong         

Mexican Trains!!    Nature walks and Talks        Photography        

Reading Plays        Reading Poetry              Quizzes           

Playing the Recorder or Ukelele          Playing Scrabble           

Playing Skittles (in a pub!!)         Country Walking        

Eating Sunday Lunch!      Short Discovery walks             

Walking Basketball           Watercolour Painting 

For more details on all these topics, please go to: 

www.bourton.u3asite.uk 

WESTCOTE VILLAGE HALL 

Saturday 3
rd

 October at 7.30pm, MAZAIKA 

with Igor Outkine (vocals, accordion, midi accordion) and 

Sarah Harrison (violin, Russian Domra) 

Music from the Russian Steppes to the Romany campfire, from 

the concert hall to the Moulin Rouge! 

Tickets £18 from westcote.bookings@gmail.com  

or ring 07834 493637 

Green light for new Aldi and Costa Coffee  

Aldi and Costa Coffee have welcomed Cotswold District Coun-

cil’s landmark decision to approve plans for a new Aldi food 

store and Costa Coffee drive-thru in Bourton-on-the-Water, a 

major boost for local choice, convenience and investment, fol-

lowing a resolution to grant planning permission at the Coun-

cil’s Planning Committee meeting on 9 September 2026. The 

proposals have been brought forward in partnership with land-

owner John Hacklings Holdings Ltd and development manager 

Hinton Group.  

The approved development represents an investment of more 

than £7 million in the local economy and will create up to 60 

jobs, alongside additional employment opportunities during 

construction and through the wider supply chain. 

The scheme includes a total of 127 parking spaces, including 

accessible and parent and child bays, alongside ten electric 

vehicle charging points with capacity for additional chargers in 

the future. Attractive landscaping will be incorporated 

throughout the site, helping to create a high-quality develop-

ment that complements the surrounding area.  

The plans received strong support throughout the planning 

process, reflecting local demand for greater choice in food re-

tail provision and investment in the village. The development 

will deliver significant economic and community benefits while 

expanding access to Aldi's award-winning range of affordable 

groceries.  
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QUAKERS  

The Religious Society of Friends 

Every Sunday 11am  

at  The Friends Meeting House,  

Pytts Lane, Burford, OX18 4SJ. 

Enquiries welcome Myra Ford 

01451 810484.   

To request a free info pack,  

email: outreach@quaker.org.uk 

Message from the Church 

     The Benefice of Bourton with Clapton & The Rissingtons 

     For Pews News  with info—www.bourtonparishchurch.co.uk  

     Email: admin@bourtonparishchurch.co.uk 

All welcome on Sundays - 11am service every week 

or pop in for a quiet moment during the week 

Harvest Supper @6pm on 3rd Oct - Sign up list  in church. 

Harvest Festival Service– 11am – 4th Oct with a collection for the Foodbank.  

Other services: Every Wednesday > Midweek Holy Communion @ 10:00am 

  followed by coffee and chat from 10.40am (no service 28th Oct) 

8am Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion – 11th and 25th Oct 

6pm - Holy Communion with traditional hymns - 4th Oct 

Breakfast Church celebrates Harvest - Saturday 10th Oct - 9am start 

Together on Tuesdays – Lunch Club 12-1.30pm every week – all welcome 

TOAST - for primary children and their carers - alt Tuesdays in term time 

BumbleBeez (parent and child group) every Thursday 9.30-11.30am 

St James, Clapton-on-the-Hill: Harvest Festival at 6pm on 4th Oct  

BCP Holy Communion at 9.30am on 18th Oct 

Revd Hannah Allen 01451 822918 

Roman Catholic Parish of 

Our Lady & St. Kenelm,  

Stow on the Wold 

stow-bourtoncatholic.net 

Fr. Stephen Lambert 07836 384932 

stephen.lambert@cliftondiocese.com 

Services in October 

Weekend Masses: Saturday evening: 

Vigil Mass 6 pm.  Sunday morning:  9 am 

Sung Mass, including Children's’ Liturgy, 

(except in school holidays). 

Weekday Masses: At 9 am every day (no 

Mass Saturday mornings). Mass on Tues-

days usually takes place at St. Law-

rence’s Anglican Church, Bourton at 9 

am. (Check with website).   

The priest welcomes all enquiries about 

the Christian faith, Baptisms, Confirma-

tions, Weddings, Funerals, the Sacra-

ment of Reconciliation, Blessing of 

houses, etc.  

Special Notices 

Young children: Every Sunday there is a 

special facility for young children from 3 

years old upwards at Sunday 9 am 

Masses. During the first part of the Mass 

they gather in the Webley Room upstairs 

and receive some simple teaching about 

the Gospel of the day and then they cre-

ate or paint something to show the con-

gregation what they have learnt. Non-

Catholics are very welcome. Parents of-

ten find it difficult to teach young chil-

dren the basics of the Christian faith at 

home and this is where we can help. It is 

so important that they have something 

they can fall back on in later life when 

difficulties and challenges arise. Email Fr. 

Stephen for more information. 

Fr. Stephen 

The Water Church/Bourton Baptist Church  
 Minister: Rev Sue Woodley 

 Manse: 01451 820055  Mobile: 07828 781246 

 Church Office: 01451 824225 

 E-mail: minister@bourtonbaptist.co.uk 

Sunday Morning Service 10.30am All Welcome 

Wavemakers 11th and 25th October 10.30am 

Communion Sunday 18th October 10.30am 

Prayer Meeting 10am Saturday 3rd October All welcome 

Apologetics Evening Wednesday 21st October 7-8.30pm 

Cafe' Tots Every Wednesday 9.15am - 11.15am 

Open4U  Every Thursday from 10 until 4pm in the church hall 

A light lunch is served at 12.30pm and refreshments available through the day 

Coffee Morning 10-12 Saturday 17th October 

Network 828 7pm at the British Legion 

LIGHT PARTY Friday 30th October 5pm Venue tbc 

life. 

Come to me and I will give you rest. 

How we need that in our chaotic world. 

I am the First and the Last. I am the 

Living One; I was dead, and behold I 

am alive for ever and ever. 

Jesus himself told us about the king-

dom of God and showed us how to 

live. 

He said, “Seek first the kingdom of God 

and His righteousness” and promises 

us a full and satisfying life: He said: I 

have come that they may have life, and 

that they may have it more abundantly 

John 10:10. 

The greatest healing though heart and 

a new spirit and makes our lives worth 

living. Because he lives I can face to-

morrow. 

If your heart is empty today, why not 

turn to Jesus because he loves you and 

is waiting for you to put your hand in 

his. 

Rev Sue Woodley 

is that through his sacrifice he offers us a 

new Solomon was a king who had every-

thing he ever desired in life, yet his con-

clusion to the meaning of life was this: 

 Fear God and keep His commandments, 

for this is the whole duty of man. 

He delivers the message that life is not 

worth living when it is lived without God 

and that only he can bring satisfaction to 

the human heart. How is this possible? 

Here is the good news God made a way 

for us by sending his Son.  

We all have a picture of Jesus in our 

heads. It may be of a baby born at Christ-

mas. It may be of him beaten and hang-

ing on a cross. And that is him. 

He sat with outcasts; he touched the 

untouchable and played with children. 

He offered forgiveness to those who had 

fallen short and healed everyone who 

came to him. And that is him. He is so 

much more. 

He said: I am the way, the truth, and the 
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For The Younger Generations 

What a Summer! 

Celebrating an Incredible Season of Creativity, Community & 

Performing Arts 

From creative camps and community celebrations to festivals 

packed with performance, music, drama, dance and imagina-

tion, the last few months have been filled with opportunities 

for children, young people, families and our wider community 

to get creative, try something new and, most importantly, 

have fun.  

Escape the Island Arts Camp 

Our summer kicked off with 

our Arts Camp, an exciting arts 

camp designed to get young 

people creating, collaborating 

and thinking outside the box. 

This camp was kindly funded 

by Hacklings, and allowed us 

to provide free, funded spaces. 

Participants explored different 

creative disciplines, developed 

characters and stories, worked 

together as a team and created something completely their 

own. There was plenty of laughter, imagination and a few un-

expected twists along the way! 

But the fun doesn’t stop there, we are excited for our… 

Halloween Arts Camp - 28-30th October | Book your spot 

now!  

Camfest | A Weekend of Creativity in Chipping Campden 

August saw us head to Camfest, Chipping Campden’s youth 

and community festival, for a fantastic weekend celebrating 

creativity and community. Sparkhouse Creatives delivered a 

whole day of varied creative workshops, from art to theatre, at 

Cidermill Theatre. It was fantastic to see young people and 

families getting stuck in, trying something new and discovering 

just how much fun creative participation can be. 

And that’s exactly what we want our community events to do, 

open the door to creativity and make it accessible to everyone. 

 

For the Community: 

Heritage Craft Community Event | 3rd October 2026 (Victoria 

Hall, Bourton-on-the-Water) 

A free, hands-on community event celebrating traditional heri-

tage crafts. Come along and discover the fascinating world of 

traditional crafts, meet local craft practitioners and have a go 

for yourself! 

The Cidermill Free Performing Arts Festival 

And then came one of 

the highlights of our 

summer…our very own 

Cidermill Free Perform-

ing Arts Festival! 

Over three days, young 

people had the opportu-

nity to explore the per-

forming arts through 

workshops, activities, 

performance and col-

laboration, completely 

free to participants 

thanks to the support of Rockspring Trust. This festival was 

about giving young people the opportunity to find their voice, 

build confidence, meet new people, develop new skills and 

discover the joy of creating something together.  

Exciting News!  

We are delighted to announce that Cotswold Youth Theatre 

has been selected to take part in the prestigious National 

Theatre Connections Festival 2027. This is an exciting opportu-

nity for young performers to be part of a national theatre festi-

val, working on a professionally selected play and developing 

their acting, teamwork and performance skills.  

Scan the QR code and find out more 

www.cotswoldyouththeatre.co.uk  
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info@bourtonlr.com 07421 833304 

 

Local Groups and Organisations  for the  YOUNGER  GENERATION 

Beavers    Stephanie Lewis  07308 144397 

    1stbourtonbeavers@gmail.com 

Bourton Gymnastics   Tom Eden  01451 870778 

    Bourtongymnastics.co.uk 

Bourton Primary School     820458 

Bourton Road Runners Juniors  Chris Hartley/Richard  Buffton  0772 0509894 

    brrjuniors@gmail.com 

Bourton Rovers Youth (U10 Upwards) -  Catherine Williams   07889 694545 

Bourton Rovers Youth (U9 & below) -  Amy Wright   07876 458571  

Bourton Vale Cricket Club  Lucy Gillespie   07949 227128 

    craiglucygillespie@yahoo.com 

B’n Vale Equestrian Centre   Leanne Launchbury   821101 

Bourton Vale Tennis Club  Kingsley Harris    07879 644218  

    www.bourtontennisclub.org 

Bumblebeez  babies & pre-school tots   Pat Taylor   07518 457652 

Cafe Tots      Sue Woodley    07828 781246 

Children’s Jujitsu   Andy or Hayley  07951 587398 

Cubs    Nick Hawke  07788 406728  

    1stbourtoncubs@gmail.com 

Hockey    Rhys Davies  07817 108970 

Little Hurricanes (Babies & Toddlers) littlehurricanes@hotmail.com 

Moreton in Marsh Young Farmers Club  Wilf Harrison   07821 152744 

Pre-School   Lisa Sorley  07950 048066 

Scouts    Phil   1stbourtonscouts@gmail.com 

Squirrels    Emily                   1stbourtonsquirrels@gmail.com 

4Shires Swimming   Jo Shaw   membership@4ssc.uk.uk 

Taekwon-do    Lee Chapman   01285 640500 

The Cotswold School     820554  

Youth Club   Lynda Hicks  07867 121122 

Youth Theatre   Sarah Dowie     sarah@cotswold youththeatre.co.uk 
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Bourton Primary Academy 

What an incredible start to our school year we have had! Our 

new reception intake have settled in amazingly well, it is as if 

they have always been with us already. Year 6 have kick started 

their last year at our school with a brilliant residential visit and 

impressed us with their resilience, determination and attitude 

to tackle so many obstacles while they were away. We always 

love starting their final year of school with residential as it defi-

nitely bonds them all closer together. 

Reception are learning all about themselves to start their edu-

cation journey and we can’t wait to learn all about them too. 

Our KS1 classes are learning all about their local environment 

this term with a ‘Beyond the school gate’ topic, focusing on our 

beautiful village. A big thank you to The Model Village for letting 

them see the village at scale! Lower KS2 are focusing on the 

explosive planet this term; lots of geography including where 

volcanoes and earthquakes occur and looking at different types 

of soil and rocks in science. Our Upper KS2 are also all about 

Bourton this term and the impact of tourism to different locali-

ties. They are hoping to use the greenscreens to create adverts 

as well. 

We will soon be kick starting our sporting calendar with football 

tournaments, indoor athletics and cross country events. 

We are looking forward to welcoming all parents in again for 

our first open morning of the school year. It will be a special one 

with the harvest performance being entwined with it. 

Tori Gainford, 

Deputy Headteacher 

 

 

 

Rare Birds Breed for the First Time 

 in the Forest of Dean 
A pair of Dartford warblers have successfully raised two 

broods in the Forest of Dean – the first confirmed breeding of 

the species in the area. 

A pair of Dartford warblers have successfully raised two 

broods this year in a carefully managed area of the Forest of 

Dean, marking an exciting milestone for one of the UK’s most 

distinctive heathland birds. 

The breeding success was confirmed after the pair were ob-

served nesting and successfully raising young. They went on to 

raise a second brood later in the season. 

Dartford warblers are small, dark brown-grey warblers with a 

distinctive long tail and red eye ring. They nest close to the 

ground, typically among dense heather and gorse, and feed on 

insects and spiders. The mix of scrub, gorse and heather at the 

site provides ideal conditions for the birds, offering both nest-

ing cover and a plentiful supply of food. 

The exact location is being kept confidential to protect the 

birds and their young. 
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Bourton-on-the-Water is very special, and the Salmonsbury 

Moot project is providing a great opportunity to share the re-

markable archive on Salmonsbury Camp.” 

The atmosphere was buzzing, with families from the local area 

and further afield enjoying a sunny day outdoors. Over half 

were visiting Greystones nature reserve for the first time, and 

everyone felt like they learned a lot. 

One visitor said, “my daughter and I had a wonderful time. The 

archaeology walk was both informative and fascinating, and 

Caroline was excellent... Ruth really helped us to visualise and 

capture the essence of the site, sparking our imagination and 

bringing to life its many years of history and significance.” 

Given the success our 2026 moot, we certainly hope it won’t 

be the last. 

Delivered with support from GWT and the Corinium Museum, 

the event is preceding a month-long exhibition. Visit  

Salmonsbury: an exhibition of art and archaeology  

at the Corinium Museum in Cirencester, from 10 September to 

11 October. 

A marvellous moot at  

Greystones Farm Nature Reserve 

Last month, Salmonsbury Camp, at Gloucestershire Wildlife 

Trust’s (GWT’s) Greystones Farm, saw its first moot in centu-

ries. In the medieval period, moots were gatherings where the 

community would share knowledge and discuss local issues. 

Bourton’s first modern-day moot offered a smorgasbord of 

activities – to learn about local history and wildlife and get 

creative. Visitors tried their hand at Morris dancing, wattle and 

daubing, learning about Iron Age textile-making and checking 

out the Corinium Museum’s artefacts. 

Caroline Morris, artist and organiser of the Salmonsbury Moot 

project – a year-long project of activities exploring local heri-

tage and wildlife - led an archaeology walk of the nature re-

serve. This was followed by a wildlife walk with Will Masefield 

from GWT and an artist walk with Ruth Broadbent - linking 

together the history and ecology of this special place.  

Caroline said: 

Corinium Museum are privileged to be the custodians of ar-

chaeology from across the Cotswolds. The archaeology of 
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A new project 
There is a small, rather shabby, unloved 
courtyard in Bourton. It is outside the 
Public Toilets in the centre of the vil-
lage. I would love to make this little 
courtyard a place of peace and beauty. 
Many people from across the world 
pass through this courtyard every year 
to use the toilets. Others wait here for 
the buses to come, or just to meet 
friends. 
In 2007 the Cotswold Council bought 
this property from the church. It used 
to be the Church Rooms, where chil-
dren sang and learnt about Jesus. 
Many people do not know that over the 
door to the toilets, carved in the stone 
are the words LAUS DEO, meaning 
Praise be to God.  I feel that in memory 
to the historical significance of this 
there should be a small plaque on the 
wall explaining.  Then, I asked myself, 
where is the Glory to God in this place?   
Public toilets and two seats in an unat-
tractive courtyard.  Into my mind came 
a beautiful picture of a cornfield with 
poppies and daisies, framed by trees 
with blue sky above and the words of 
the stone carved letters LAUS DEO, 
Praise be to God,  beautifully written at 
the top of the sky. This was to be on 
the large dirty wall adjoining the China 
shop. (Does anyone know a good street 
artist ?).  Instead of weeds around the 
edges of this little courtyard , flowers 
and healing herbs. 
I have already been in touch with the 
Council and shared my ideas with them. 
They thanked me and replied ‘ How-
ever, we are not currently considering 
any improvement works for this area.’ 
If any of you would like to support me 
in this project please do get in touch. 
Thank you. 

Jennie Heming  
(email: Jennie@rainbowshalom.co.uk)            

Bourton Resident’s Voice Update 
It has been a busy summer for Bourton 

Residents’ Voice (BRV). 

Over the past few months, residents 

have continued to come together to 

raise concerns, engage with local organi-

sations and push for positive changes for 

our village. 

At the heart of BRV is a simple be-

lief: Bourton is a place where people 

live, not simply a place for people to 

visit. 

Keeping the pressure on 

Traffic, parking, coach movements and 

pedestrian safety have continued to be 

key concerns. 

We have also continued to argue that 

residents should have a meaningful voice 

in decisions affecting the village — in-

cluding decisions about parking, traffic, 

public spaces, tourism and the future 

management of Bourton. 

Our village, our public spaces 

During the summer, BRV also organised a 

peaceful community action on the vil-

lage green. 

Residents came together with picnic 

blankets, chairs and mobility aids to 

make a very simple point: 

Our public spaces are for local people 

too. 

It was a positive reminder that behind 

the discussions about visitor numbers 

and tourism are real people who want to 

be able to enjoy their own village. 

Working together 

BRV has continued to engage with local 

organisations and representatives, put-

ting forward residents’ concerns and 

ideas and asking for action where it is 

needed. 

We know that many of the issues facing 

Bourton cannot be solved overnight, and 

no single organisation can solve them 

alone. 

That is why BRV will continue to work 

constructively with those who have a 

role to play — while making sure that 

the interests and experiences of resi-

dents remain firmly on the agenda. 

Get involved 

BRV is only as strong as the community 

behind it, and there are lots of ways to 

get involved. 

We are still looking for residents who 

would be willing to lead a WhatsApp 

group for their street or road. The aim is 

to create a simple network that allows us 

to communicate quickly and effectively 

with residents when something needs to 

be shared, discussed or acted upon. 

You don’t need to be an expert or com-

mit lots of time — just be willing to help 

keep your neighbours connected. 

If your street doesn’t yet have a group 

and you’d be happy to help, please get in 

touch. 

We are holding our next meeting to 

shape our priorities and plans for the 

coming months  

 When? 6:30pm, on October 5
th

. 

 Where? Windrush Room, George 

Moore Community Centre.  

The more residents who get involved, 
the stronger our collective voice be-
comes.           

Gemma 
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HIRE of HALLS   
Baden Powell Hall  lettingsbph@gmail.com  

Baptist Church Hall  Tim Newstead 01451 

821523  

Bourton Cricket Clubhouse Bethany Grist   

bvccbookings@outlook.com, 07772 7884358 

Bourton Farmers Market  Miles Salmon  07980 

080073 

British Legion Hall    Branch Office   01451 

824303 

Broadwell Village Hall    Tracey Spragg    

broadwellvillagehall@gmail.com 

Cotswold Hall, Northleach  Steve Patrick   

steve_patrick941@yahoo.co.uk    07837 

345069 

George Moore Community Centre   

Jo Herbert  01451820712 

assistant.clerk@bourtononthewater-pc.gov.uk  

Lower Slaughter Village Hall    

annclass@yahoo.com 

St. Lawrence’s    Mrs Gill Willett  01451 821484  

familywillett@hotmail.co.uk 

Victoria Hall  Sue Roberts  01451 822230 

Wyck Rissington Village Hall, 07584 188200   

vhwyckriss@gmail.com 

Halloween Charity Online Auction  

 17
th

 to 31
st

 October  

North Cotswolds Rotary’s flagship project 

is a small grants scheme called Helping 

Hand that provides grants up to £750 to 

support the amazing work carried out by 

local community groups and small chari-

ties across the North Cotswolds.  We have 

been running Helping Hand for five years 

and during that time have supported 43 

different local organisations and donated 

over £27,000.  In order to support Helping 

Hand 2027 we are seeking to raise £7,000 

from an on-line auction to be held at the 

end of October.  To make this event a suc-

cess, we would love your support. You can 

help in two ways:   

Donate an item or service: We are seek-

ing gift cards, merchandise, or unique 

experiences to feature in the auction cata-

North Cotswolds Rotary logue. 

Bid and share: When the auction 

goes live on 18th October, we would 

love you to browse, bid, and share 

the link with your friends. 

Looking Ahead to Christmas 

The Christmas Charity Band Concert 

is taking place at The Cotswolds 

School and is on Saturday 5
th

 Decem-

ber at 7pm.  The magnificent Water-

loo Band and Bugles of the 7
th

 Rifles 

will be leading a festive programme. 

Please make a note in your diary.  

There will be more details in Novem-

ber’s Browser. 

The Tree of Light – This year we will 

be rekindling our Tree of Light 

scheme which enables us to remem-

ber loved ones during the Christmas 

Season.  Further details will be pub-

lished in November.    

John Barber 
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Bourton Roadrunners 

This weekend proved to be a busy one 

for Bourton Roadrunners Club, with 

members covering several events across 

the country. 

Three ventured north to Newcastle for 

the 45
th

 anniversary of the Great North 

Run, running from Newcastle to South 

Shields, with over 63,000 participants 

making it difficult at times for the run-

ners to get into a rhythm. 

It was Melissa Samuel running for Dia-

betes UK who stood-out, covering  the 

13.1 mile distance in a time of 2 hours, 

33 minutes and 24 seconds, knocking 

over 10 minutes from her personal best 

time.  Also running were Linda Edwards 

(2:20:35) and John Gibson (2:20:33). 

Of course, no weekend would been 

complete without a Parkrun, and this 

week a number of our members could 

be found participating at Fire Service 

College, Moreton-in-Marsh: Lily King – 

22:20 (2
nd

 woman overall), Paul Delicata 

– 23:18 (MV45/2), Stephanie Holton – 

25:26 (VW60/2), Louise Colwyn – 27:40, 

Michael Balfour – 28:13, Cath Nesbitt – 

28:52 (VW60/3), Gary Holton - 29:17, 

Bourton Vale  

Horticultural Society   

Your friendly garden club 

Well, we got the rain and what a differ-

ence it has made. Yellow grass has sud-

denly turned green and, whilst shrubs 

may have lost their leaves, don’t be too 

hasty to dig them up, as if you just gently 

scrape the bark it will probably be green 

and alive.  So, unless plants are definitely 

dead, best to leave until the spring and 

give them a chance to recover. 

Our speaker for the September meeting 

was David Cropp with an interesting talk 

on Defensive Gardening at a time of Cli-

mate Change 

Three things to consider . 

 Stop weeding (apart from real bad-

dies). Annual weeds will provide 

ground cover which will help the 

ground retain moisture. 

 Leave stones on the soil.  Soil remains 

cool under stones and again helps 

ground retain moisture.  Only problem 

with stones is that slugs and snails like 

hiding under them but pick them off 

and put in compost bin. 

 Opportunity to grow different vegeta-

bles.  It’s worth trying relatively exotic 

vegetables and Mediterranean plants. 

David also suggested that we should ig-

nore traditional times to sow seed as 

shown on seed packets and plant any 

time of year. 

Plants like root vegetables, which need 

moisture, didn’t do so well this year, so it 

might be worth planting them in tall bins 

which will retain moisture. 

Pauline Chaplin won the competition of 3 

cosmos flowers. 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 14
th

 

October at 7.30 pm at the Baptist Church 

Hall and our speaker will be Marion 

Stainton talking about “Growing Vegeta-

bles: making the most of your efforts”. 

The competition will be Three Dahlia 

Flower stems. 

John, Melissa and Linda at Great North Run. 

Bourton Roadrunners team with friends at Fire Service 

College Parkrun 

Dementia Friendly Cafe  
Here we are boarding the train to the 

Racecourse from Toddington.  Over 20 of 

us enjoyed the day on the steam rail-

way and the weather was kind. The 

views to the Malverns were beautifully 

clear and we had eats in the cafe and on 

the train.   

Remember we now meet at the George 

Moore Community Centre and have 

joined together with the Stow cafe mem-

bers.  We are still meeting on the 2nd 

and 4th Friday  of each month from 2pm 

till 4pm.  We are going to have visits 

from the Music Men (and the dog!) and 

Olly, the Shetland pony.  There will also 

be table top games and chat as usual. 

Bill Wragge 

Don’t forget, members get 10% dis-

count at Burford Garden Centre off 

plants, bulbs and seeds on production 

of your membership card, but you have 

to show your membership card in ad-

vance to get a Burford 

discount card. 

Sheila Thorpe 

07973 391741 

sheila@bobblefarm.co.uk 

Liz Hulcup – 29:46 (VW70/1), Gill Carrick 

– 29:48 (VW65/1), Gillian James – 32:27, 

Giles Canning – 35:53 (VM65/2), Jenny 

Evanson – 36:51, Val McKay – 36:52, Al-

ison Tighe – 36:54, Imogen Cox – 36:55, 

John Conway – 40:37. 

Gillian, Louise and John 
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Massage 

Cotswold 
Massages for Women  

Men & Children 

From £25 per half hour  

Call or WhatsApp  

Svitlana on:  

07467 324392 

Parent & Baby Groups at 

George Moore  

Community Centre 
Baby & Me: Final call for our 

free, weekly postnatal support group 

which starts again this October.  The 

group is for parents with babies aged up to 

6 months, and it’s a great opportunity to 

meet others, build your confidence as a 

parent, share experiences, and learn more 

about your baby’s development.  

 Thursdays, 1pm - 2.30pm 

 15
th

 October – 10
th

 December 2026 (8 

sessions, no group in half term) 

Reconnect: We are also running our Re-

connect group for Mum’s with children 

aged 0-2 years, who are experiencing feel-

ings of anxiety, stress, worry or postnatal 

depression. It’s a safe space to talk, de-

velop coping techniques, have a go at 

some crafting and meet other Mums facing 

similar challenges.  We offer a creche place 

for your child (in a room nearby) to give 

you 2 hours to focus on yourself and gain 

support.   

 Fridays, 10.30am – 12.30pm 

 9
th

 October – 11
th

 December 2026 (9 

sessions, no group in half term) 

Places for our groups are free but need to 

be prebooked, please get in touch to find 

out more, telling us which group you’re 

interested in and the age of your child.  

groups@home-start-cotswolds.org.uk  / 

01285 885391 

Volunteering at  

Home-Start Cotswolds 
Our annual volunteer training course starts 

in January and this year we’re holding the 

sessions in Bourton-on-the-Water.  If you 

have parenting experience and can offer 2-

3 hours each week to support a local fam-

ily in their own home, perhaps this could 

Come and join us,  
says North Cotswold Foodbank 

Do you have a few hours to spare and 
would like to volunteer for North Cots-
wold Foodbank? 
The charity provides almost 1,800 food 
parcels every year from its seven out-
lets in the Cotswolds, and is run almost 
entirely by volunteers. 

If you live in or near Bishop’s Cleeve, 
Bourton, Moreton, Stow, Chipping 
Campden or Winchcombe, you might 
be able to help. There are also vacan-
cies for team leaders in Bourton and 
Chipping Campden. 
NCFB Development Manager Kevin 
Carden said: “We’re a very friendly 
bunch and every year we help more 
than 4,000 people who can’t afford the 
essentials. 
“Volunteers are at the heart of the food 
bank community. Without them we 
wouldn’t be able to do what we do and 
the many people facing hardship 
wouldn’t get the support they need.” 
Volunteers help in a variety of roles: 

 

Silver Full Moon 

A blessed and silvery light, 

Seeks to comfort, console and caress, 

And so apt after midnight, 

Such tenderness should come to pass. 

A silvery silence settles, too, 

Over hill and village, wood and farm. 

All is gentle and soothing, 

As a full silvery moon casts its charm. 

The very earth slumbers, now, 

Under the moon’s silver, sprinkled spell: 

Over wold and vale and combe, 

A pause for peace also rules as well. 

Best of all, in the moonlight, 

Dappled deer lose the chains of day. 

Free to forage through the night 

With silver light kindly leading the way. 

Hugh O’Connell 

be the volunteering opportunity for 

you?  You’ll find all the details on our 

website.  In addition, we’re holding a 

coffee morning for prospective volun-

teers on Friday 13
th

 November, 10.30am 

in Northleach.  Staff and a current vol-

unteer will be on hand to let you know 

all about our volunteering roles – if 

you’d like to join us, please get in touch 

and we’ll send you the details, we’d 

love to hear from you! 

office@home-start-cotswolds.org.uk  / 

01285 885391 

www.home-start-cotswolds.org.uk/

volunteering-roles/ 

stacking and packing groceries, meet-
ing clients, helping in the warehouse in 
Guiting Power, or driving. They are usu-
ally on a rota with others and don’t 
have to commit to helping every week. 
“We don’t ask our volunteers for many 
qualifications but there can be a bit of 
lifting involved and it’s helpful if you 
can manage a computer,” said Kevin. 
North Cotswold Foodbank, set up in 
2011, is a charity and part of the Trus-
sell community. 
“As global events drive up the cost of 
essentials like food and energy, more 
people are being forced to turn to a 
food bank, and living in the Cotswolds 
doesn’t mean that people are immune 
from that,” said Kevin. 
“Our food banks are a lifeline for peo-
ple facing hardship. We know they’re 
not the long-term solution. That’s why, 
as well as providing emergency food 
and practical support, we’re working to 
build a future where no one needs a 
food bank to survive.” 

Anyone interested in volunteering 
should apply via the website   

https://
northcotswold.foodbank.org.uk/give-

help/volunteer/ 



 

16 

I shall be lucky if my marriage survives 

October.… RitR (Rotary in the Rissing-

tons) has four events planned, all of 

which seem to have my name on them!  

So, we begin the month with the Rotary 

Treasure Hunt on Saturday 3
rd

 October. 

Being run for the sixth year, cars will be 

rolling through 38 miles of the best 

country lanes of the North Cotswolds 

seeking to unravel cryptic questions 

leading to “treasure”. I say “cryptic”, 

they are not too clever as I wrote them! 

From the Upper Rissington Village Hall 

at 1pm it should take two hours to get 

to the Cotswold Barn for afternoon tea 

and prize giving. Just turn up at the start 

with £25 in your hand and you will be 

very welcome. Our current charity is the 

Cotswold Foodbank who are seeking to 

buy a new electric van.  

On Saturday 10
th

 October we roll into 

the RitR Afternoon Tea with Dancing. 

Come and enjoy a unique afternoon of 

fun whilst enjoying an excellent full-on 

afternoon tea. If you are left footed like 

me, it matters not a jot; we are there to 

enjoy ourselves and the cream buns. 

This is a family event so the kids will be 

able to show you how to get on the 

dance floor. See the adverts and book 

through the QR code.  

Geese Love Seat 
A seat where the river runs, 

Raised from the love they won: 

Where we'll rest and remember, 

George and Mildred together forever. 

 

Hugh O’Connell 

 

(The bench in mem-

ory of the ‘Bourton 

Geese’, George and 

Mildred, sadly killed 

in an RTA, is sited 

by the bus stop at 

the Fosse end of 

Lansdowne). 

Now, Tools for Africa, our annual collec-

tion of old hand tools, mains powered 

electric tools and of course, the jewels 

in the crown, sewing machines all of 

which will find a new home in Tanzania. 

On Saturday 17
th

 October we shall be at 

The Prison, Northleach and Saturday 

31
st

 October in the High Street, More-

ton-in Marsh between 10.00 am and 

12.00 noon. Look out for our trailer and 

smiling faces! 

Hopefully still married, I will see you 

next month!     Andrew 
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Thank You to Our Community 

Headspace is incredibly busy. More 

young people are being referred to us, 

our waiting list remains a challenge, 

funding is increasingly difficult to secure 

and we regularly hear from parents who 

are at their wits’ end trying to find the 

right support for their child. 

Behind every referral and every number 

is a young person and a family who 

need someone to be there. 

That is why, this month, we simply want 

to say thank you. 

Thank you to our staff, who work in-

credibly hard every day to support 

young people and families. Thank you 

to our wonderful volunteers who give 

their time to mentor young people, sup-

port our groups and help us provide 

opportunities that simply wouldn’t exist 

without them. 

And thank you to our wider North Cots-

wolds community. 

Whether you have volunteered, organ-

ised a fundraiser, made a donation, 

shared one of our posts or simply told a 

family that we are here – you have 

played a part. 

A special thank you also goes to Bour-

ton Parish Council, who have recently 

provided funding towards our mentor-

Tai Chi and a sense  

of Bourton community  

When I joined Val’s Tai Chi group at the 

Leisure centre I was surprised to find 

some familiar faces. There’s Myra, who 

organises our Bourton Browser delivery 

round and Sue, who runs the U3A Book 

Club. It turns out that many of them 

have been doing Tai Chi for years. There 

must be about twelve such stalwarts in 

the group – and then there are people 

like me.  

I had done Pilates for a good fifteen 

years (occasionally running the group 

ing programme. Support like this helps 

us continue providing vital one-to-one 

support for local young people when 

they need it most. 

As a small local charity, community sup-

port makes an enormous difference. It 

allows us to keep adapting, keep open-

ing doors and, most importantly, keep 

being there. 

Our mission at Headspace remains clear: 

“We hope you never need our services, 

but when you do, we need to be 

there.” 

If you think you can help us in any way – 

or you or a young person you know 

needs our support – please visit 

www.myheadspace.org.uk. 

Thank you for helping us to be there. 

Paul Heming, CEO, Headspace 

myself (by cribsheet) when the teacher 

was away). Then came covid and my 

Pilates fizzled out, so I took up jogging 

instead. 

When we moved to Bourton at the be-

ginning of last year there were so many 

footpaths to explore, that I simply put in 

the steps instead. A decision that left a 

gap in my exercise programme, how-

ever. 

In the late Dr Michael Mosley’s ‘Just one 

thing’ TV programme, he said that Tai 

Chi is moving meditation. It improves 

balance, the immune system, brain 

health and heart health. It also helps 

lose weight, especially around the tum. 

In short, it sounded like just the thing 

for me. 

I’ve now been doing it for around nine 

months and can say that it definitely 

requires patience and determination. 

But I can also say that I have noticed lots 

of little, unexpected benefits. I am get-

ting a sense for meditation in move-

ment as I become aware of how parts of 

my body work together and how the 

different parts of my feet contact the 

ground. I feel that I am getting a better 

sense of balance and am less likely to 

fall over. I also have fewer cramps in 

bed at night. 

I’m also part of a group 

with a great sense of com-

munity. 

David Heitler 
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North Cotswold Tri & Run (NCTR)  

North Cotswold Tri & Run (NCTR) ath-

letes enjoyed another busy month of 

racing, with strong performances 

across triathlon, swimming and park-

run. 

The fourth and final round of the Cots-

wolds Lake 62 Evening Triathlon Series 

saw seven NCTR athletes competing 

among almost 200 entrants. 

New member, Imo Sneath, made an 

impressive triathlon debut, recording 

the fastest swim of the NCTR contin-

gent and 14th quickest in the field, 

before finishing 77th overall. 

Will Banks led the club home in 19th 

place in 57:54, showing increasing 

strength on the bike as he prepares for 

Ironman Wales. Ally Stirling followed 

just 39 seconds later, finishing sixth 

female and 22nd overall. A consistent 

first season in triathlon also earned 

Stirling second place in the overall se-

ries standings. 

Tim Heming finished 23rd and secured 

third place overall in the series, while 

Esther Phipp placed 89th, third in her 

age group and fifth female in the se-

ries. 

Charles Perkins was unfortunately dis-

qualified after taking a wrong turn on 

Chris Packham backs  

Great Rissington screening of  

The People’s Emergency Briefing 
A free public screening of The People’s 

Emergency Briefing will take place at the 

Sports & Social Club in Great Rissington on 

13th October at 7.30, followed by a facili-

tated community discussion.  The screening 

forms part of a growing UK-wide pro-

gramme of events designed to help ensure 

that both the public and decision-makers 

are clearly and honestly informed about the 

climate and nature crisis - and what it may 

mean for communities across the country. 

In November 2025, more than 1,200 MPs, 

peers and leaders from business, culture, 

faith, sport and the media gathered at 

Westminster Central Hall for the National 

Emergency Briefing - a landmark event 

bringing together leading experts to assess 

the bike course, 

while Jon Francis, 

managing a knee 

issue, opted for 

the aquabike and 

finished 13th. 

Francis also com-

pleted the 13km 

Thames Marathon 

swim from Henley 

to Marlow in 4:03, placing 75th of 300 

swimmers. 

Elsewhere, Tom Renton Rose contin-

ued his comeback from injury with 

21:00 and sixth place at Fire Service 

College parkrun in Moreton-in-Marsh. 

Jessica Snow introduced one of NCTR’s 

youngest members, Jasper, to running 

with their first buggy parkrun at Wit-

ney, while Dennis Walmsley ran 21:32 

at Llanerchaeron parkrun in Wales, 

winning the VM60-64 category – de-

spite being pipped in the sprint finish 

by son Bertie!        Polly 

the UK’s exposure to climate and nature risks. 

The briefing, introduced by Chris Packham 

CBE, set out the implications of climate and 

nature breakdown for food security, public 

health, infrastructure, the economy and na-

tional security, alongside evidence-based 

actions that could reduce these risks.  This 

national event has now been adapted into a 

50-minute public film, The People’s Emer-

gency Briefing, which launched nationwide on 

7th April and is now being screened in com-

munities across the UK. 

The film brings together leading scientists to 

present a clear picture of the challenges 

ahead, while creating space for local commu-

nities to consider what these issues may 

mean in their local area, and how they can 

support their MP to call for stronger action. 

Chris Packham said (approved by Chris):“I’d 

encourage people everywhere to attend a 

screening of The People’s Emergency Briefing. 

It creates exactly the kind of honest local con-

versation we now urgently need, both about 

what these changes mean where we live, and 

about what we can do together to address 

them.” 

Following the film, attendees will be invited to 

take part in a structured discussion, designed 

to support open, constructive conversation 

about the issues raised and what they may 

mean locally.  Organisers emphasise that the 

event is intended as a civic space, bringing 

together residents, community leaders and 

decision-makers. Local MPs, councillors and 

other influential people have been invited to 

attend and take part in this important com-

munity event.  With screenings taking place 

nationwide, local events form part of a 

broader effort to build a shared understand-

ing of climate and nature risks across the UK, 

and to support constructive public dialogue 

about future choices. 

This event is not ticketed, but please let me 

know if you are coming so I have an idea of 

numbers -  

andrew@fleming4clocks.co.uk  

If the numbers get too high for the venue we 

may organise a second screening.  Recom-

mended age 16+ .        Andrew Fleming 
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Archery Club                        GRArcheryClub@gmail.com 
Badminton Club   clclare@gmail.com 
Bell Ringers, BOW    Stephanie Hemming 01451 810996 
Bell Ringers , Gt Ris    Andrew Fleming   07711 867280 
Bourton Book Club  csandles75@gmail.com 
Bourton Business Network        hello@bourtonbusiness.net 07813 032144 
Bourton Chase Residents Association  bourtonchase@gmail.com 07881 371187 
Bourton Residents’ Voice  bourtonresidentsvoice@gmail.com 
Bourton Road Runners  brr.memsec@gmail.com   www.bourtonroadrunners.co.uk 
Bourton Rovers Chairman  Liam Williams   07769 216528 
Bourton Sustainability Network  bourtonSnetwork@gmail.com07881 371187 
Bourton Vale Cricket Club  Philip Colmer  07730608815 
Bourton Vale Tennis Club  www.bourtontennisclub.org 
Brass & Silver Bands  Stephanie Hemming 01451 810996 
Community Day Club  Support Service team 01608 652019 
Cotswold Friends   www.cotswoldsfriends.org 01608 651415  
Cotswold Hedgehog Rescue Centre    07359 178058  
Cotswoldhogrescue@gmail.com      cotswold-hedgehog-rescue-centre.my.canva.site 

Cotswold Yoga   Nazuna Yeo  07490858775 
Dementia Friendly  Café   Kathy Chesters    07746 672726 
Fitness League   Kathy Kirk  01993 882350 
Gardening Club   Sheila Thorpe  07973391741 
Glos. Advanced Motorists   Rod Harrison.         01451 821605 
Hockey Club   admin@bashc.co.uk  
Jubilee Lodge      01451 823100 
Knitting Circle (for charity ) Eunice Mulholland 01451 820259 
McTimoney Practitioner  Tina Hamer  07884 312559 
Men in Sheds    Keith     01451 831886 
Moreton Bowls Club  Linda Bennett     mbcbowling1@gmail.com 
Moreton in Marsh Young Farmers Wilf Harrison  07821 152744 
North Cotswold Arts Association Jeni Smith  078506 50763 
North Cotswold Gymnastics Club Caroline Gill  01451 263130 
OPEN 4U   Barbara Newstead 01451 824225 
Panto Group        Iain Bradley     07876 351054 
Rotary Club Nth Cotswolds Steve Whincup   07488 365908  
Royal British Legion Bourton  Bill McKenzie   01451 824303 
Rural Cinema   team@bourtonbrowser.co.uk 
Scottish Dancing Group  Helen Smith   
helenvsmith1@btinternet.com 
Short Led Walks   Claire Buston  07720509895 
Stay strong & Steady  Cally Maxwell  07957 546 067 
    cotswoldactivehealth@gmail.com 
Stow Textile Group  Julie Smith   01608 651006 
T’ai Chi           Valerie Ward      07779 746346 
u3a  Bourton & District  www.bourton.u3asite.uk 
Victoria Hall   Sue  Roberts  01451 822230 
Village  Warden   Steve Cotton  07729 114833 
Volunteer Help Centre      01608 651415 
WI        Victoria Jackson  07549 640492 

4 Shires Swimming Club  Jo Shaw     membership@4ssc.uk.uk 

LOCAL GROUPS AND ORGANISATIONS     For amendments email:   
team@bourtonbroswer.co.uk   or call 01451 822431   

Bourton-on-the-Water,  Resident’s Card 
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Rates and Dates for advertising 

in the BOURTON BROWSER  BOURTON BROWSER  BOURTON BROWSER  BOURTON BROWSER   

Full details:  ww.bourtonbrowser.co.uk  

6 x 9 cm per mth £36, per 3 mths £77, 

per 6 mths £148,  per 12 mths £275.  9 

x 12 cm per mth £72, per 3 mths £154, 

per 6 mths £296, per 12 mths £550.   

Deadline 15
th

 of preceding month. 

Email team@bourtonbrowser.co.uk to 

enquire about booking.   State size re-

quired & attach advert as a jpeg or pdf.  

I will confirm if space is available or you 

may call 01451 822431 to discuss.  Ad-

vertising spaces are limited, early book-

ing & prompt payment is essential.   

Delivery—We print 2300 copies & aim 

to deliver to every house in Bourton-

on-the-Water & Clapton-on-the-Hill.               

Ray Dodd, Advertising Manager 

ABOUT THE BOURTON BROWSERBOURTON BROWSERBOURTON BROWSERBOURTON BROWSER 

All articles received will be printed 

wherever possible in the magazine and  

on the website, however we reserve 

the right not to print anonymous letters 

or anything of a defamatory or contro-

versial nature.  We have a word limit of 

300 words per article.  If your contact 

details appear in the Bourton Browser 

they will be on our website copy.  If you 

do not want this to happen, tell us.  

Unless we hear from you, we will as-

sume consent.     

The views of contributors to the Bour-

ton Browser may not necessarily be 

those of the Editor, nor can the Bourton 

Browser accept any responsibilities in 

connection with any companies or or-

ganisations mentioned nor for any ser-

vices or items advertised. 

Bourton Library 
The George Moore Community Centre, 

Moore Road, Bourton-on-the-Water,  

GL54 2AZ.  01451 820964  

Opening Hours   
Tues 10am-1pm, Wed 2-5pm, Fri 10am-

1pm & 2-5pm, Sat 10am-1pm.   

Friendly staff & volunteers.    

Internet access,  

Advert Printing & Photocopying.  

www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries   

Emily Sutton-Redford     

07823 429150 

The Bourton Browser  Bourton Browser  Bourton Browser  Bourton Browser      
is printed by Peter Dunford,  

01608 658104,   

petedunf@aol.com  

Bourton Panto Group 

All aboard for Peter Pan! 
What a QUACKING day we had at our 

annual fete during summer!  The sun 

shone, the ducks raced, the puzzles flew 

off the table… seriously, shoutout to our 

puzzle-selling superstars — we started 

the day with over 100 and left with just 

5!! A huge thank you to everyone who 

helped us raise money towards Peter 

Pan. Every penny brings us one step 

closer to the stage! 

Talking of Peter Pan… rehearsals are 

underway and our show is starting to 

take shape. But there’s still some room 

on the Jolly Roger! We’re in need of Na-

tives, Lost boys and Pirates to join our 

merry crew. 

Never been in a panto before? Even bet-

ter - you don’t need to be a seasoned 

performer, just a willingness to have fun, 

get involved and enjoy being part of a 

fantastic local group. There’s plenty of 

laughter, a little bit of chaos and hope-

fully just the right amount of fairy dust!  

So, if you fancy treading the boards, why 

not hop aboard and join the adventure? 

We’d love to have you! Contact us on 

our socials or email Ann @ 

rye.close@hotmail.co.uk 

We’re also delighted to announce Iain 

Bradley as the new Chairman of the 

Bourton Panto Group. We’re very ex-

cited to have him at the helm as we set 

sail towards another fabulous show!  

Of course, your support is just as impor-

tant as our cast, and we’re always hugely 

grateful to our wonderful Patrons. For 

just £15 a year, you can become a pa-

tron, support BPG and enjoy some spe-

cial benefits too. Interested? Get in 

touch with our patrons’ secretary Nicola 

@ nickyfranks74@gmail.com 

And finally, save the dates!  

Peter Pan 

27th–30th January 2027 

Including a Saturday matinee 

So grab your fairy dust 

and get ready to fly… 

we’ll see you in Never-

land!  

Emily Franks 


